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Diego Luis Valera Martínez, Vice-Rector for Research and Innovation, is Professor in the De-

partment of Engineering at the University of Almeria. He is currently attached to the School of 

Engineering, where he was awarded the Best Teacher Award in 2012. He studied Agricultural 

Engineering and Doctorate in Agricultural Engineering at the University of Cordoba, obtai-

ning the "José María Bergillos" Extraordinary Prize for the best Final Degree Project. He is the 

author of more than 73 scientific articles in indexed international journals of great scientific 

impact and more than 125 articles in journals on knowledge transfer to professionals in the 

agri-food sector. He holds 4 patents and He has presented more than 100 communications 

at national and international conferences, some of which have won the Best Communication 

Award, Mentions of Excellence and Recognition Awards. He has supervised more than a hun-

dred degree and master's degree final projects, as well as 15 doctoral theses, some of which 

have been awarded the Extraordinary Doctorate Prize and the Prize for the Best Doctoral The-

sis. Since 2000, he has been in charge of the "Rural Engineering" Research Group, which has 

received the University of Almeria Social Council Award for the Promotion of Society-Univer-

sity Research. He is currently the President of the Governing Board of the Cabo de Gata-Níjar 

Natural Park.

Interview by Ana Fe Gil Serra, Director of the European Documentation Centre in Almeria.
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QUESTION: What opportunities 

does the new European R&D&I 

funding programme, Horizon Eu-

rope, offer?

The opportunities are multiple, main-

ly due to two factors. Firstly, for quan-

titative reasons, since Horizon Europe 

will have a budget of almost 100 billion 

euros. This represents a significant in-

crease over the budget of the previous 

framework programme, Horizon 2020, 

whose budget was already a milesto-

ne compared to previous programmes. 

More than a third of Horizon Europe's 

budget will be earmarked to promote 

policies that directly or indirectly com-

bat climate change.

Secondly, Horizon Europe is a great 

opportunity for qualitative reasons, 

as it offers a wide range of funding op-

tions under the common objective of 

boosting sustainability in all areas of 

knowledge. On the one hand, we have 

the traditional actions in the Excellent 

Science Pillar, including the European 

Research Council funding programmes 

and the Marie Curie actions. On the 

other hand, the previous actions of the 

Societal Challenges and Industrial Com-

petitiveness Pillars have been merged 

into a single pillar, oriented towards 7 

major thematic areas, called clusters. 

These clusters now have a more interdis-

ciplinary approach and are oriented to 

solve challenges in the areas of human 

health; creativity, culture and inclusi-

ve society; civil security; digitalisation, 

industry and space; climate, energy and 

mobility; and, finally, agriculture, food, 

bioeconomy, environment and natural 

resources. In addition, 5 major final ob-

jectives or 'Missions' have been defined, 

also mainly oriented towards the areas 

of sustainability, the fight against clima-

te change and human health.

If we analyse these areas we can quickly 

understand that these are areas where 

we are very well positioned and which 

represent a great opportunity for the 

University of Almeria.

QUESTION: You said that one of 

the main threads of the new Eu-

ropean funding framework is sus-

tainability and the fight against 

climate change. Is this really a 

change of model in Europe?

Yes, it is indeed a change of production 

model at European level, but Almeria 

has a long way to go in this new mo-

del. We must not forget that Horizon 

Europe materialises the priorities of 

European R&D&I funding within a lar-

ger long-term strategic framework, the 

European Green Pact, which is the Eu-

ropean Union's roadmap to achieve an 

extremely ambitious objective by 2050: 

to achieve economic growth that is de-

coupled from the use of natural resour-

ces, allowing for a net greenhouse neu-

tral economy and without the European 

people or regions being left behind in 

this growth. It is clear that this objective 

can only be achieved through a change 

of mentality that affects all areas, inclu-

ding public authorities, the productive 

economy and knowledge agents, inclu-

ding our institution. 

Likewise, the European Green Pact is 

accompanied by a package of measures 

in various fields, including the European 

Climate Act, the European Biodiversity 

Strategy and the European Industrial 

and Circular Economy Strategy, as well 

as far-reaching initiatives within the 

Green Pact itself, such as the 'Farm to 

Table' Strategy, of great relevance for the 

economic environment of the Province 

of Almeria.

QUESTION: Earlier you said that 

the new European framework is a 

great opportunity for the Univer-

sity of Almeria. What are the im-

plications of the European Green 

Pact for the research carried out at 

the University of Almeria?

The European Green Pact is based on 

7 main pillars: clean energy, sustaina-

ble industry, sustainable construction, 

sustainable mobility, preservation of 

biodiversity, sustainable agri-food and 

pollution prevention. At a glance, we can 

appreciate the opportunity that these pi-

llars represent for our institution, since 

we are a reference agent of knowledge 

generation in many of these areas.
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For example, agri-food sustainability, materialised through 

the 'Farm to Fork' strategy, focuses on an area in which our 

university is indisputably a benchmark institution at inter-

national level. The same is true in the area of pollution mi-

tigation, which expressly covers air, water and soil pollution, 

in which our institution is also a reference. Similarly, we are 

strongly positioned in the area of renewable energies, as well 

as in the preservation of biodiversity due to the rich natural 

environment in which we are located.

Furthermore, we cannot forget the distinctly multidisciplinary 

approach that the European Green Pact and Horizon Europe 

aspire to when it comes to solving these major objectives. This 

is a great opportunity for our research groups in economic, 

social and legal sciences, as well as in the various areas of 

knowledge in the humanities at the University of Almeria.

QUESTION: Almeria is an agri-food model that has 

been studied worldwide. What role does it play in the 

challenges of the future?

Almeria is widely recognised as one of the world's major agri-

food clusters. What is known as the "Almeria miracle" is based 

on two aspects, technological on the one hand and socio-eco-

nomic on the other. 

From a technological point of view, Almeria has achieved the 

seemingly impossible: from being a semi-arid and unproducti-

ve province, it has become the so-called "Garden of Europe", a 

paradigm of collective effort and the application of knowledge 

to the solution of major agronomic challenges.

From a socio-economic point of view, Almeria has been the 

protagonist of what is probably the greatest success story of 

territorial development and wealth distribution in the recent 

economic history of Spain: from being one of the poorest pro-

vinces in Spain to becoming a clearly export-oriented agro-in-

dustrial cluster in which the world's major producing regions 

look to. 

The basis of this agronomic and socio-economic success lies 

in the so-called "Almeria Model", a complex system of inten-

sive fruit and vegetable production under glass whose combi-

nation of factors is unique to this province and which the rest 

of the world is avidly trying to imitate, as demonstrated by the 

countless visits the Almeria agro-industrial cluster receives 

each year from delegations from countries from all continents.

But Almeria is not only one of the great world poles of agri-food 

production, it is also perhaps one of the greatest exponents of 

what is set to become the great paradigm of the agriculture of 

the future: the principle of "producing more with less".

Achieving the ambitious objectives of the European Green 

Pact will require a change of mentality that allows us to see 

environmental challenges as opportunities for our society and 

our economy. These opportunities will be realised along the 

entire agri-food chain, from production to the final consumer, 

including the important objectives of reducing inputs, using 

renewable energies, ensuring food safety, health care and the 

full use and valorisation of bio-waste. 

This future scenario offers a valuable opportunity for Alme-

ria. Indeed, the European Union is aware that its principle of 

"green diplomacy" cannot be effective unless it demonstrates 

to the world that economic growth and environmental sustai-

nability are fully compatible objectives. Only through this cre-

dible demonstration, based on concrete reference models, can 

the European Green Pact succeed as a global growth model for 

this century.

It is precisely on this point, the creation of concrete territorial 

models that demonstrate the full viability of the growth-sus-

tainability binomial, where the greatest potential lies for the 

province of Almeria, since the roots of the new European eco-

nomic and sustainability policy lie precisely in what we know 

how to do best: produce more with less.

We have the advantage that Almeria has an extraordinary ca-

pacity to rapidly adopt innovations across the entire agro-in-

dustrial cluster. 

The European vision of the future shares the historical roots 

of Almeria's innovation: to produce more with fewer resources. 
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It is our great opportunity, and also our 

duty, to lead this European transition 

towards a new path of sustainable eco-

nomic growth and to serve as a reference 

model for the world's major agricultural 

producing regions, as we have done so 

far.

QUESTION: What are the main 

competitive strengths of research 

at the University of Almeria com-

pared to other institutions at na-

tional and European level?

The University of Almeria has a great 

research tradition in those subjects 

strongly linked to our geographical and 

socio-economic environment, especially 

in the wide range of knowledge areas in 

agri-food sciences, but also in renewable 

energies, climate change and biodiver-

sity. Moreover, in recent years we have 

seen a strong inclusion of multidisci-

plinary approaches in research projects 

in these thematic areas, as I mentioned 

earlier. We are currently developing 140 

research projects under the State R&-

D&I Plan and more than 35 European 

projects.

One of the most outstanding aspects of 

our research is the close collaboration 

in R&D&I with the productive sector, in 

which we are positioned well ahead of 

most national universities. As an exam-

ple, we are one of the leaders in the main 

national call for public-private collabo-

ration with companies, Retos Colabora-

ción (Collaboration Challenges). Moreo-

ver, to this positioning we have added 

specific actions to promote R&D&I with 

companies through our own resources 

such as the UALtransfierE Programme, 

financing innovative and social innova-

tive actions directly in companies, and 

through the powerful Own Research 

and Transfer Plan of the University of 

Almeria, to mention just a few examples.

QUESTION: You have just mentio-

ned the Own Research Plan as an 

instrument to support R+D+i at 

the University of Almería. What 

elements of this Own Plan are par-

ticularly novel?

The Own Research Plan stands out from 

those existing in other national institu-

tions both quantitatively and qualita-

tively and is the main tool of scientific 

policy in our institution.

On a quantitative level, the Own Re-

search Plan represents an investment 

in R&D&I in our university of almost 3 

million euros, that is, almost 70% more 

investment than the Own Research Plan 

of 2017, only 4 years ago. This represents 

an outstanding investment effort in fa-

vour of our researchers, well above that 

made in other universities of a similar 

size to ours.

On a qualitative level, the Plan stands 

out for being fully aligned with national 

and European policies and for having hi-

ghly innovative instruments to promote 

research, even compared to other much 

larger national and even European ins-

titutions.

Specifically, the Own Research Plan 

is based on five major Support Plans: 

firstly, the Strengthening of Human Re-

sources for Research and Talent Attrac-

tion; secondly, Research Grants; thirdly, 

Mobility and Improvement of Research 

Staff; fourthly, Internationalisation and 

Transfer of Research; and finally, the 

University of Almeria Awards for Re-

search Excellence. Each of these strate-

gic axes consists of several Funding Pro-

grammes. In 2021 we have incorporated 

5 new Grant Programmes, reaching a 

total of 30, which means a wide range 

of funding mechanisms for our resear-

chers.

QUESTION: The agri-food sector 

is the real driving force behind the 

economic development of Alme-

ria. How does the University of Al-

meria catalyse innovation in this 

strategic field?

Since its creation, the University of Al-

meria has been committed to the agri-

food sector, as it could not be otherwise, 

since it is the real engine of socio-eco-

nomic and demographic development 
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of our environment; with an annual production of more than 

three million tonnes of fruit and vegetables, which, due to its 

marked exporting character, contributes the largest share to 

the international agri-food trade of Andalusia. 

It is well known that the so-called "Almeria Model" is a case 

of success and wealth distribution analysed from all over the 

world, in which one of its strengths is the quality of the te-

chnical advice it receives. Our farmers are highly trained 

and dynamic, but undoubtedly, the thousands of Agricultural 

Engineers, Agricultural Technical Engineers and Graduates 

in Agricultural Engineering who advise them, trained at the 

UAL, are co-participants in the spectacular development of the 

sector in recent decades.

In this sense, Agricultural Technical Engineers have been trai-

ned and incorporated into the sector in Almeria for more than 

30 years. Even before the creation of the University of Almeria, 

in 1987, the University School of Agricultural Engineering was 

created by Decree 209/1987 of 26 August 1987 of the Gover-

nment of the Autonomous Community of Andalusia. In other 

words, the former University College of Almeria, which was in-

tegrated into the University of Granada in 1984, was already a 

key part of the "Almeria Model", providing it with well-trained 

engineers to advise on the growing technical needs demanded 

by farmers. With the creation of the University of Almeria by 

Law 3/1993 of 1 July 1993, a decisive step was taken to support 

the agri-food sector, with an unquestionable and enormous po-

sitive impact for the whole of Almeria society. That same year, 

1993, the degree of Agricultural Engineer was introduced.

Nowadays, the University of Almeria, with nearly fifteen thou-

sand students, of which almost a thousand are foreigners, is a 

clear reference in higher education in the agri-food sector and 

a beacon for intensive Mediterranean horticulture worldwide. 

Moreover, since its creation, it has been very committed to the 

society to which it owes its existence, working closely with the 

agri-food sector to help it overcome its difficulties. The institu-

tion spares no effort to provide an agile and coordinated res-

ponse to the demands of the agricultural sector, to which we 

are all indebted and which justifies and drives our institution.

One of our fundamental objectives is to promote the transfer of 

research results. We are making a considerable effort to trans-

fer all the research we generate to society in general and to the 

agri-food sector in particular. Knowledge reaches its full value 

when it is transferred and helps to solve people's problems. In 

this sense, the University of Almeria occupies a relevant posi-

tion in comparison with other institutions, also as a result of 

the strength of our primordial agriculture.

At the University of Almeria we are proud to be a university 

institution of reference in the European agri-food sector and 

one of the world's leading institutions in training and research 

in sustainable intensive agriculture.

In line with the productive environment of Almeria, the re-

search project portfolio of the University of Almeria is parti-

cularly broad and covers all areas of knowledge linked to re-

search in agri-food sciences. 

In the early stages, we work hand in hand with plant biote-

chnology companies to develop new highly productive, better 

tasting and sustainable plant varieties. Similarly, we collabo-

rate with leading agricultural producers to increase input effi-

ciency, with the aim of producing more with less water, fertili-

sers and phytopharmaceuticals. In this area, digitalisation in 

agriculture has in recent years become an essential means of 

achieving greater efficiency in the use of resources. Undoub-

tedly, farmers in the southeast of Spain are no strangers to 

the revolution that the digital transformation in agriculture is 

bringing about, and are spearheading it.

Likewise, we have made a strong commitment to the develop-

ment of new methods of biological control and integrated pest 

management, as well as new tools to guarantee the sustainabi-

lity of the ecosystem as a whole through bioremediation pro-

cesses for contaminated soils, the development of biodiversity, 

carbon capture, the sustainable management of our aquifers 

and adaptation to climate change.

Our research projects include initiatives to close the produc-

tion cycle by generating new by-products with high added 

value along the process, such as biomass and eco-compatible 

biomaterials, as well as the valorisation of biocomposites and 

microorganisms.

Undoubtedly, one of the distinctive features of the R&D&I of 

the University of Almeria, and the one we are most proud of, is 

the success we have achieved in public-private collaboration, 

which has traditionally been one of the main priorities of the 

Spanish Science and Technology System. As we have already 

mentioned, Almeria represents an agri-food cluster known 

internationally for its high concentration of agricultural com-
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panies and producers. As a result, the 

R&D&I of Almeria's agri-food cluster 

faithfully represents the existing sym-

biosis between the University of Almeria 

and the surrounding companies. 

Research and training must be an in-

separable binomial for any university. 

In fact, the most effective research is 

that which builds bridges between the 

knowledge generated in the universi-

ty and its practical application through 

quality training, since education is the 

tool that guarantees that the new ge-

nerations of technologists and experts 

have the necessary skills to successfully 

meet the challenge of an environmenta-

lly friendly, profitable, highly productive 

and sustainable agriculture.

Few institutions at national and inter-

national level have such a privileged 

position in the agri-food sector as the 

University of Almeria. Year after year it 

is confirmed that the training received 

by a student of our institution is at the 

forefront of university training centres 

in the field of agri-food at an interna-

tional level. Moreover, in few places in 

the world does a student in the agri-food 

field have the opportunity to be trained 

so closely to the innovative companies 

that exist in the agri-food environment 

of Almeria.

Proof of this leadership are the nume-

rous visits and academic and research 

exchanges that we are constantly re-

ceiving from institutions all over the 

world. All of them have in common that 

they want to know in depth the Almeria 

Model and the role that their university 

has played in the transformation of a 

semi-arid climate region into a highly 

productive and sustainable agri-food re-

gion. 

For all these reasons, we are aware of the 

great responsibility we have as the main 

research and training institution of our 

environment and, therefore, of our role 

as builders of the future of the agri-food 

sector and of our future generations
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Tomás Martínez Moya, a graduate and PhD in Veterinary Medicine, and Associate Professor in the 

Department of Biology and Geology at the University of Almeria, has 23 years of research and teaching 

experience in different areas of Animal Production and Animal Biotechnology and has four six-year 

research periods and one six-year period of technology transfer. Initially his research interests were re-

lated to digestive physiology and the control of microbial hydrolysis of protein and starch in ruminant 

diets, and later on digestive physiology and fish nutrition. He has carried out research stays in the UK 

and Canada, and is the author of 50 articles in international journals with impact index, and more than 

150 communications to conferences, having participated in 20 funded research projects, two of them 

European (H2020), and in 15 research contracts. He is the author of two patents on encapsulation 

of probiotic bacteria and DNA vaccines for fish. He holds a diploma in Food Technology and Public 

Health from the National School of Health, and is a full member of the Royal Academy of Veterinary 

Sciences of Andalusia, head of animal health at the UAL animal facilities, and President of the Animal 

Experimentation Ethics Committee of the Bioethics Commission of the UAL.  
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QUESTION: Aquaculture is 

currently a minority produc-

tion sector worldwide. Howev-

er, given the depletion of most 

fishing grounds, aquaculture 

is shaping up to be one of the 

emerging areas in the coming 

years. What is the current sit-

uation of Spanish aquaculture?

The role of aquaculture, consider-

ing only the production of aquatic 

animals for human consumption, 

can be understood as a minority on 

a global scale if only the volume of 

production as a whole is used as a 

criterion, in which case it can cer-

tainly receive that qualification com-

pared to the production of terrestrial 

animals.  However, if other aspects 

are included in the assessment cri-

teria, such as its efficiency of utili-

sation of food resources, its growth 

potential, its role as a source of pro-

tein and income in small communi-

ties in developing countries, or the 

healthy nature of aquaculture prod-

ucts, which are highly recommended 

in the high-calorie diets of Western 

countries, among many others, we 

find that its economic and social sig-

nificance gives it a role far beyond 

mere production figures. 

Thus, in a context in which the pro-

duction and consumption of red meat 

in developed countries is increasing-

ly questioned from the dual perspec-

tive of its environmental footprint 

and the health effects of its abuse in 

diets, fish and other marine products 

can take over as a source of animal 

protein compatible with these new 

healthy eating trends. For example, 

it takes approximately 9 kg of feed to 

produce 1 kg of beef, whereas if we 

want to produce the same amount 

of farmed fish, it would take little 

more than 2 kg of feed to do so. Not 

only from an environmental point of 

view, but also from an ethical point 

of view, aquaculture can offer more 

acceptable solutions in this context 

for the more conscientious consum-

er.  

On the other hand, you mention in 

your question the depletion of fish-

ing grounds by extractive fishing 

as a major environmental problem, 

and this is certainly the case. This 

situation not only affects the pres-

ent and future availability of fish for 

human consumption in an ever-ex-

panding demographic environment, 

which can be compensated for by the 

growth of aquaculture, but also has 

a decisive impact on the production 

sector, creating a major shortage of 

fishmeal and fish oil, which are es-

sential for the production of aqua-

culture feed. Given the simultaneous 

occurrence of these two antagonistic 

trends, the growth of aquaculture 

production and the stagnation of the 

available volume of fishmeal due to 

the depletion of fishing grounds, the 

search for sustainable alternative 

sources to break out of this vicious 

circle is now a major research and 

development challenge, and many 

Spanish and foreign groups are de-

voting their efforts to developing this 

field of work. 

In any case, the production of fish 

from aquaculture in the world is 

growing steadily, at an annual rate 

of around 10% worldwide, surpass-

ing the volume of extractive fishing 

for the last decade. However, this 

is not the case in the EU, where the 

volume of farmed fish still accounts 

for around 75% of the total amount 

of fish marketed and only the rest 

(around 750,000 tonnes) comes from 

aquaculture. If we focus on Spain, 

Spain is the leading producer of Eu-

ropean aquaculture, accounting for 

slightly less than 25% of production, 

although it ranks fourth in terms 

of value. The dominant product in 

Spain, as in the EU, is still mussels, 

followed by sea bass, rainbow trout 

and sea bream. However, at Euro-

pean level, mussels are followed by 

salmon and rainbow trout. 

QUESTION: As a member of 

the Aquatic Ecology and Aqua-

culture Research Group of the 

University of Almeria, could 

you briefly explain some of the 

activities carried out in this 

group and their foreseeable so-

cio-economic impact on our en-

vironment?

Basic research as a knowledge-gen-

erating activity can in itself repre-

sent not only a source of satisfaction 

for researchers, but also provides 

new approaches and tools for future 

applied research. But undoubtedly, 

seeing this knowledge reflected in 

the development of technologies that 

can be directly transferred to the 

productive sector in the short and 

medium term is an achievement for 

a research team. However, develop-

ments at laboratory level are not easy 

to scale up industrially, and there-
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fore the short-term commercialisation and use, even of 

the results of applied research, is not as immediate as 

we would like. Undoubtedly here the role of business-led 

research represents the most direct way to promote rap-

id solutions to concrete problems. However, this is still a 

major unresolved issue in our country compared to oth-

er neighbouring countries, with a substantial amount of 

public funds earmarked for research credits for compa-

nies remaining unused each year. 

There are several lines of work being developed within 

the research group in relation to aquaculture, includ-

ing the search for alternative sources of raw materials 

for animal feed, and within this, studies on macro and 

microalgae, as well as on insect meal, are the focus of 

several of the projects currently being carried out. These 

sources represent a sustainable and practically inex-

haustible source of protein and oils of high biological 

value for animal feed, which could well compensate for 

the stagnation in the availability of fishmeal mentioned 

above. Furthermore, aware that aquaculture production 

is not just a question of quantity, but must also consider 

aspects such as the health of the animals themselves, as 

well as the quality of the fish entering the food chain, we 

are also working on the influence of algae-derived feed 

additives on animal health and welfare parameters, and 

on the objective quality of fish for consumption, such as 

the improvement of colour attributes, or the extension of 

the shelf life of both fresh and frozen fish, all of which are 

activities within the framework of food technology. An-

other of the novel lines of research currently underway is 

the development of encapsulation platforms for the oral 

administration of additives and vaccines, the latter be-

ing a fundamental aspect in intensive aquaculture, given 

that it is very difficult to administer vaccines efficiently 

in fish farms to batches of hundreds of thousands of fish 

in early stages of development. 

But beyond the research itself, our research group has 

recently contributed its grain of sand in the transfer to 

the productive sector not only through the achievement 

of several competitive projects within the priority lines 

of targeted research of the various public calls, but also 

through the signing of numerous research contracts 

with companies, which seek to provide solutions to spe-

cific problems in the sector. On the other hand, a tech-

nology-based company was created within the group, 

whose field of work focuses mainly on the design and 

development of novel functional feed formats, as well as 

encapsulation platforms for oral administration of bio-

active molecules such as additives or vaccines of interest 

in aquaculture through the feed. The research team is 

also technically responsible for the experimental feed 

service of the UAL, a unique facility in our autonomous 

community, and among the few services of this type that 

exist not only in Spain, but also in Europe, available to 

companies and research groups, with which it has signed 

and executed numerous contracts. Through this facility, 

innovative solutions are offered for the design and pro-

duction of experimental feeds specifically adapted to the 

needs of customers, which high-capacity commercial fa-

cilities cannot offer. 

As a result of these transfer activities, the group has reg-

istered three patents on oral delivery of probiotics and 

vaccines, and has developed four feed additives that are 

at an advanced stage of industrial scale-up for commer-

cialisation to feed manufacturing companies. 

QUESTION.  The European Maritime, Fisheries 

and Aquaculture Fund (EMFF), with a budget 

of 6,108 million euros for the period 2021-2027, 

has set support for aquaculture as one of its ob-

jectives, since it increases the EU's food securi-

ty and reduces dependence on fishery products 

from third countries. Can Spain occupy a rele-

vant position in these EEF objectives?

The term food safety encompasses two important con-

cepts, on the one hand, safety in relation to the health 

and safety of foodstuffs, and on the other hand, the guar-

antee of supply of products to supply markets. 

With regard to the first meaning, we can be sure that 

food safety regulations in the EU are the most demand-

ing in the world, but with regard to the second mean-

ing, which is the one most relevant to the question, we 

should not lose sight of the fact that the EU is the largest 

fish consuming market in the world, yet it produces only 
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about one third of that consumption. 

This means that two thirds of the 

fish marketed in the EU has to be im-

ported and there is therefore ample 

room for growth if dependence on 

external markets is to be reduced. 

Nor should it be forgotten that this 

external dependence means that 

non-EU aquaculture production and 

extractive fishing generally comes 

from developing countries and, 

therefore, is not subject to the com-

plex and demanding environmental, 

labour, zootechnical or food safety 

measures that our producers have to 

comply with, which can lead to situa-

tions of unfair competition on many 

occasions. 

Apart from these considerations, 

there is no doubt that Spain has a 

major role to play in achieving the 

objectives of the FEMPA, given that 

our country is not only the main 

market for the marketing of fishery 

products in the European Union, 

and among the first in the world, 

but, as mentioned above, it is also 

the main producer of aquaculture in 

the Community context. Geograph-

ical and climatic conditions, as well 

as a consolidated business fabric, 

the existence of highly professional 

human resources, and leadership in 

technology and research, have un-

doubtedly contributed to this out-

standing role. There are numerous 

innovative companies, as well as re-

search groups of a high scientific lev-

el, which collaborate in the improve-

ment of the sector, something which, 

as a whole, should represent an op-

portunity to opt for a significant part 

of these funds and, in short, to offer 

knowledge-based solutions which 

will enable the most immediate fu-

ture challenges to be faced.

QUESTION. For months now, 

we citizens have been witness-

ing a continuous debate on the 

correct application of the Eu-

ropean funds that Spain will 

receive within the NextGener-

ationEU programme, on which 

productive sectors should be 

prioritised, the suitability of 

the projects to the develop-

ment of the different regions, 

etc. However, other voices also 

warn of a shortage of quali-

fied personnel in some sectors. 

However, other voices also 

warn of the shortage of quali-

fied personnel in some sectors. 

Do you think that this situation 

is occurring in aquaculture? 

What specialities should we, in 

this case, promote in order to 

improve the competitiveness of 

this economic sector? 

This debate, which is not exclusive to 

the aquaculture sector, but extends 

to all productive sectors, is not only 

an economic but also a political bat-

tlefield. But it would be important 

that for once we were able to reach 

a consensus on the definition of our 

production model for the next two 

or three decades, beyond short-term 

individual interests. With this hope, 

there is no doubt that aquaculture is 

very well positioned to put forward 

proposals for innovation and im-

provement, both directly related to 

production strategies and also, and 

this is very important, to the val-

orisation and processing of fishery 

products. In fact, it should not be 

overlooked that the EU's fish import 

and processing industries currently 

account for a larger economic vol-

ume than fishery and aquaculture 

producers combined. This strong 

weight of the downstream stages of 

primary production, i.e. processing 

and marketing, together with the 

comprehensive and complex zoot-

echnical and environmental legisla-

tion with which European producers 

have to comply, undoubtedly deter-

mine the stagnation of primary pro-

duction, and are the reason for the 

high volume of imports. As a conse-

quence, and similar to many other 

economic sectors, production by vol-

ume alone is no longer attractive to 

companies within the EU, and hence 

we are witnessing relocation to de-

veloping countries. 

If the ultimate aim of these policies 

is to increase the supply of fresh and 

local products, in order to reduce 

dependence on imports, it is essen-

tial to stimulate production in the 

EU by means of different strategies, 

seeking meeting points between 

businessmen, administration and 

researchers. It should be mentioned 

that a great strength is the willing-

ness of the aquaculture business 

sector to innovate, something that is 

not always the case, at least not with 

the same intensity, in other animal 

production sectors. From this point 

of view, the sector as a whole is in a 

privileged position to make good use 

of the European funds allocated to it.

In this context, and in relation to 

the lack of qualified personnel, it 

has already been mentioned that in 
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parallel with the role of our country as a producer and 

consumer of fishery products mentioned above, it can be 

stated without fear of contradiction that in the aquacul-

ture sector we also have extraordinarily qualified tech-

nical and scientific human capital, which in my opinion 

is a guarantee for the good use of the funds allocated to 

innovation proposals, because without doubt this human 

capital could well be the reference in which other pro-

ductive sectors would like to be reflected.

And finally, among the future challenges for using these 

funds effectively, we could mention the diversification of 

farmed species, the optimisation of facilities, which di-

rectly affects the control of animal stress in the different 

stages of the production cycle, the minimisation of the 

environmental impact of intensive aquaculture produc-

tion, the prevention and control of emerging diseases, 

and the reduction of the environmental impact of inten-

sive aquaculture production, the prevention and control 

of emerging diseases by reducing the use of pharmaco-

logical products, the optimisation of feed formulation 

adapted to new species, the enrichment of fish to turn it 

into a "functional" food, improvements in product typ-

ification, the development of novel fish-based food for-

mats, and the search for new forms of presentation and 

conservation, among the main ones.

QUESTION: The European Commission will 

soon launch a public consultation on whether 

current legislation is adequate to the challenges 

posed by gene editing in innovation in the agri-

food sector. In the same vein, many experts have 

stressed the need for the integration of modern 

biotechnology and breeding technologies in or-

ganic production. Is this also the case in aqua-

culture?

Gene editing tools will undoubtedly bring about a revo-

lution in all areas of agri-food production in the future, 

and aquaculture will not be left out of the advances that 

will be transferred to the production sector. Obtaining 

faster-growing animals, with greater resistance to dis-

ease, capable of making better use of nutrients, thus 

causing less environmental impact, or with higher levels 

of those chemical compounds that make it a healthy food 

(e.g. essential fatty acids) appear as potential fields of ap-

plication for these technologies. 

However, they will also raise a multitude of bioethical 

questions that will have to be answered, and in this sense, 

it cannot be forgotten that what is considered ethical-

ly acceptable is not a single, unchangeable concept, but 

has to be placed in a given historical context. At present, 

there are clear differences in the adoption of any kind 

of advance or innovation related to genetic manipulation 

between the EU and, for example, the US, which is gen-

erally more open to such innovations. The precautionary 

principle is the EU's safeguard criterion for authorising 

any change in animal production involving the use of live 

micro-organisms, or the genetic modification not only of 

animals, but even of the crops from which the raw mate-

rials for animal feed are obtained.  

To date, the Scientific Committees advising the highest 

regulatory authority on the matter in the EU, the Euro-

pean Food Safety Agency (EFSA), have not been in fa-

vour of such modifications on animals, and there is no 

indication that this opinion will change significantly in 

the near future. However, neither would anyone have 

thought just five years ago that the European Medicines 

Agency (EMA) would authorise the use of the coronavi-

rus gene vaccines that are currently being used in the 

population.

But even in the case of the United States, whose regula-

tory agency (the FDA, Food and Drug Administration), 

there is no special predisposition to genetic modifica-

tions in animals for human consumption, and good proof 

of this is that, to date, the only transgenic production an-

imal authorised is a salmon that overexpresses growth 

hormone, the authorisation of which has involved no less 

than 25 years of debate within the FDA itself. This exam-

ple also serves to show that aquaculture is a pioneer in 

many of these developments involving genetic modifica-

tion, as it was in the case of the authorisation of the first 

mass-applied gene vaccines in animals, namely a DNA 

vaccine against a viral disease in salmon that was ap-

proved in Canada in 2005. At EU level, in fact, the only 

existing veterinary DNA vaccine, also against a salmon 

viral disease, was licensed in 2017.
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Therefore, despite the enormous 

potential of scientific developments 

in the laboratory related to gene ed-

iting, the current reality is that at 

EU level they are not likely to have 

a major practical application in the 

immediate future. On these issues, 

extreme positions are commonly 

adopted, most of the time without a 

solid scientific basis, and based rath-

er on visceral beliefs or arguments, 

amplified by the ease of dissemina-

tion of messages through the media 

and social networks. As a result, it 

seems that every citizen is an ex-

pert on any and every subject we can 

think of. Without going any further, 

we are witnessing this these days in 

relation, for example, to opinions on 

the safety of each of the available 

vaccines against the coronavirus.

But the decision-making forums 

must be the scientific committees, 

which bring together the most prom-

inent professionals in each field of 

research with many, many years of 

their lives dedicated to the study, 

and with sufficient knowledge to 

make a reasoned judgement. That 

is the forum in which these issues, 

which undoubtedly have an impact 

on the animal production of the fu-

ture, should be debated, and not 

in lobbies or pressure groups with 

more or less hidden interests in one 

decision or another, without losing 

sight of the fact that the overriding 

interest is to preserve the health and 

rights of consumers

INTERVIEWS / TOMÁS MARTÍNEZ MOYA

14 EDC UAL Nº53



EU NEWS



Welcome to 
Europe Day!!

INSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS

Europe Day celebrates 

the peace and unity of 

the European continent. 

The date is the anniver-

sary of the historic Schuman Decla-

ration. In a speech delivered in Paris 

in 1950, French Foreign Minister Ro-

bert Schuman set out his idea for a 

new form of political cooperation in 

Europe that would make a new war 

between European nations unthinka-

ble. Schuman’s proposal is seen as 

the beginning of what is now the Eu-

ropean Union and celebrations have 

been held every 9 May ever since.

Events in the EU

To celebrate Europe Day, the EU ins-

titutions are opening their doors to 

citizens in Brussels and Strasbourg. 

EU representations in Europe and 

around the world organise a variety 

of activities and events for all ages. 

Every year thousands of people at-

tend visits, debates, concerts and 

other events to celebrate the day and 

raise awareness of the EU.

The EU invites citizens from all over 

Europe and the rest of the world to 

discover the EU in a safe and abo-

ve all virtual way, with face-to-face 

events and visits when health condi-

tions allow.

EU institutions will open their ‘vir-

tual’ doors so that citizens from 

across the EU and beyond can find 

out more about the European Union 

and its activities.

Visit the Europe Day portal to find 

out more about the Parliament, the 

Commission and the other EU ins-

titutions, as well as Europe Day ac-

tivities taking place in the EU and 

around the world. Hover your mouse 

over a country on the portal’s inte-

ractive map to find out what’s happe-

ning near you.

Take a virtual tour of the European 

Parliament, Commission headquar-

ters and other EU institutions. An in-

teractive online space allows visitors 

to play games, watch videos and test 

their general knowledge of the EU, as 

well as what they know about issues 

such as a green and digital Europe. 

With a single click, users can take 

part in online debates on EU topics 

and explore online events.

And as we all know that music brings 

us together… Happy and musical Eu-

rope Day! Head over to Spotify and 

discover the special “Europe Day” 

playlist created by the European 

Parliament, the European Commis-

sion and the Council of the European 

Union, featuring great European mu-

sic. 

#EuropaEnAlmería          

¡¡¡Celebrate it 

with us!!!   

The European Documentation Centre 

(EDC) of the University of Almeria 

joins the celebration of Europe Day 

with the publication of an infogra-

phic on European culture and youth 

mobility in Europe and with a quiz 

on social networks where you can 

show your knowledge of the Euro-

pean Union. The contest will be held 

from 7 to 14 May and will be publi-

shed on our social networks: Twitter, 

Facebook, Linkedin and Instagram 

(@cdealmeria), for a week you can 

share, tag and guess the 3 questions 

we have prepared. From here we en-

courage you to participate and get 

numerous gifts! 3 prizes will be given 

consisting of sweatshirt + notebook + 

portable battery + t-shirt and you will 

have to pick them up at our centre at 

the University of Almeria.

“Europe will not be built all at once, nor in a comprehensive 
project: it will be built through concrete achievements, which 

first and foremost create a de facto solidarity”. Robert Schuman
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European Parliament President, David Sasso-

li, Prime Minister of Portugal António Costa, 

on behalf of the Presidency of the Council, 

and Commission President Ursula von der 

Leyen have signed the Joint Declaration on the Confe-

rence on the Future of Europe. This paves the way to 

launching a series of debates and discussions that will 

enable people from every corner of Europe to share their 

ideas to help shape Europe’s future.

The Conference sets itself the goal of giving citizens a 

greater role in shaping EU policies and ambitions, im-

proving the Union’s resilience to crises, be it economic 

or health-related. It will create a new public forum for an 

open, inclusive, transparent and structured debate with 

Europeans around the issues that matter to them and 

affect their everyday lives.

The Joint Declaration gives a non-exhaustive list of pos-

sible themes for the Conference. It mentions health, cli-

mate change, social fairness, digital transformation, the 

EU’s role in the world, and how to strengthen democra-

tic processes governing the EU. These topics concur with 

overarching EU priorities and the issues raised by citi-

zens in opinion polls. Ultimately, participating citizens 

will decide what topics the Conference will discuss.

NEXT STEPS

The Conference is under the authority of the three ins-

titutions leading this endeavour, represented by their 

Presidents, acting as its Joint Presidency. An Executive 

Board, equally representing the three institutions will 

soon be constituted, with national Parliaments having 

observer status. The Executive Board will oversee the 

works of the Conference, and prepare the Conference 

Plenary meetings, including citizens’ input and their fo-

llow up.

Joint Statement on the Conference on the Future of Europe

Conference on the Future of 
Europe

INSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS
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MEPs approved 

Parliament’s pro-

posals for a new 

EU-Africa strategy 

laying the foundation for a partners-

hip that reflects the interests of both 

sides and gives African countries the 

means to achieve sustainable develo-

pment.

Human 

development 

at the heart of 

future strategy

ÁfAfrica is home to the youngest 

population in the world, with about 

one million Africans entering the job 

market every month. However, more 

than 390 million people are living 

below the poverty line, while less 

than 10% of 18-24 year olds are enro-

lled in some form of post secondary 

education or training.

Investing in people is therefore 

seen as a key pillar of the upcoming 

EU-Africa strategy, announced by 

the European Commission in March, 

with priority given to the fight 

against inequality, young people and 

the empowerment of women.

Chrysoula Zacharopoulou (Renew 

Europe, France), who wrote the 

Parliament’s proposals, emphasises 

the need to ensure access to quality 

education and provide young peo-

ple, especially women and girls, with 

the necessary skills to access the job 

market.

Decent working conditions are seen 

as key to providing prospects to the 

rapidly growing population. This 

goes hand in hand with inclusive 

social protection systems, measures 

against child and forced labour and 

a transition from the informal to the 

formal economy. The informal sector 

makes up nearly 86% of all employ-

ment in Africa.

The new strategy should also improve 

health care and strengthen national 

health systems, making them more 

resilient to future crises. MEPs want 

to step up EU-Africa collaboration 

on health research and innovation to 

boost local production of equipment 

and medicine.

Reducing Africa’s 

dependence on 

imports

The EU-Africa relationship “must 

move beyond the donor-recipient re-

lationship”, according to the Parlia-

ment report, emphasising the impor-

tance of supporting Africa’s domestic 

production through sustainable in-

vestment.

It also proposes boosting intra-Afri-

can trade through the continental 

free trade area, investment in trans-

port infrastructure and better access 

to global markets.

Public-private partnerships and fun-

ding small and medium enterprises 

are considered essential, as these 

smaller firms represent 95% of busi-

nesses in Africa and the private sec-

tor is expected to be decisive in the 

post-Covid recovery.

INSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS

Towards a renewed partnership 
between Africa and the EU

The citizens of Africa and Europe face common challenges that 
demand closer and fairer cooperation
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The European Committee of the Regions 

(CoR) has put forward a set of proposals to 

strengthen cooperation between EU Atlantic 

regions to better tackle the impact caused by 

Brexit and the COVID-19 pandemic. The EU’s assembly 

of cities and regions calls for the creation of an Atlantic 

macro-region that defines common strategies to boost 

blue economy priority sectors, including fisheries, com-

merce, tourism and transport. EU Atlantic regions are 

located in four Member States: France, Ireland, Portugal 

and Spain.

The CoR proposals can be found in an opinion led by the 

Spanish region of Cantabria, to be adopted at this week’s 

plenary session.

The Spanish region of Cantabria has presented the opi-

nion ‘A new approach to the Atlantic maritime strategy 

– Atlantic action plan 2.0’ . It includes a list of concrete 

proposals to strengthen cooperation between EU Atlan-

tic regions, amongst which is the creation of an Atlantic 

macro-region.

The opinion gathers concrete measures including, among 

others:

•	 The creation of an Atlantic macro-region according 

to the multi-level governance model of the Alpine 

macro-region.

•	 The inclusion of fishing, shellfish and aquaculture as 

a pillar in the Atlantic Action Plan (APP), since the 

supply of seafood products is a Green Deal priority.

•	 The extension of scope of the sea motorways in the 

Atlantic, allowing new connections between ports, 

emphasizing its strategic value in connecting Ireland 

with the continent in the post-Brexit scenario.

•	 The harmonization of public funding in research and 

innovation so that available resources are allocated 

more efficiently.

The CoR opinion welcomes the renewable energy pillar 

of the new APP, considering it as an unmissable oppor-

tunity to boost offshore renewable energy production in 

the EU.

The EU’s assembly of cities and regions nevertheless re-

grets that key blue economy activities are excluded from 

the AAP, such as naval and maritime construction, trans-

port industries, recreational boating, ancillary industry 

and sustainable tourism activities relating to the marine 

environment, including water sports, cruise tourism and 

ferries.

Neither fisheries, shell fishing nor aquacultures are dealt 

as subjects in their own right in the AAP, the CoR opi-

nion recalls.

Atlantic regions are facing the consequences of Brexit in fisheries, trade 
and transport while also suffering from the impact of COVID-19 on mariti-

me links, tourism and logistics chains

The European Committee of the Regions 
calls for a new Atlantic macro-region
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These measures granted 

as a tax exemption for 

passive interest and ro-

yalties in Gibraltar, as 

required by a Commission decision. 

This case relates to facts that took 

place before the United Kingdom’s 

withdrawal from the European 

Union.

On 19 December 2018, the Commis-

sion adopted a Decision regarding 

Gibraltar’s corporate tax exemption 

regime for passive interest and ro-

yalties applicable between 1 January 

2011 and 30 June 2013 and between 

1 January 2011 and 31 December 

2013 respectively, as well as five tax 

rulings granted between 2011 and 

2013. The decision declared those 

measures unlawful and incompatible 

with State aid rules, and therefore 

the aid must be recovered from the 

beneficiaries. As a matter of princi-

ple, EU State aid rules require that 

illegal State aid is recovered in order 

to remove the distortion of competi-

tion created by the aid.

Pursuant to Articles 95 (1) and 87 (2) 

of the Agreement on the withdrawal 

of the United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland from 

the European Union and the Euro-

pean Atomic Energy Community, 

the Commission is entitled to bring 

the United Kingdom to the Court of 

Justice for failing to implement a 

Commission decision taken before 

the end of the transition period (i.e. 

before 31 December 2020). Article 

87 (2) thereof also confirms that the 

Court of Justice has jurisdiction in 

these cases.

The Commission has been in regular 

contact with the Gibraltar authori-

ties throughout the recovery process. 

Such authorities have already reco-

vered part of the illegal aid from the 

beneficiaries. However, more than 

two years after the Commission de-

cision, the Gibraltar authorities have 

not yet recovered all the illegal aid: 

those authorities identified four aid 

beneficiaries subject to the reco-

very order, but recovery has only 

be completed from two of them and 

less than 20% of the total illegal aid 

amount has been repaid. Recovery 

is still pending from Mead Johnson 

Nutrition (beneficiary of a tax ruling) 

and partially from Fossil (beneficiary 

of the unlawful aid scheme).

The Commission has therefore deci-

ded to refer the United Kingdom to 

the European Court of Justice for fai-

lure to implement the Commission 

decision, in accordance with Article 

108(2) of the Treaty on the Functio-

ning of the European Union.

The European Commission has decided to refer the United Kingdom to 
the Court of Justice of the European Union for failing to fully recover 

illegal State aid of up to around €100 million

Commission refers the UK to the 
European Court of Justice over alleged 
unlawful aid
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All member states will have to address youth unemployment 
in their spending programmes, a problem that has been 

aggravated by the COVID-19 crisis

According to the deal, EU countries where 

the number of children at a high risk of 

poverty is above the EU average will have 

to spend a minimum of 5% of the ESF+ 

resources on actions that contribute to children’s equal 

access to free healthcare, free education, free childcare, 

decent housing and adequate nutrition. Other member 

states also have to allocate part of their funds to beating 

child poverty.

All member states will have to address youth 

unemployment in their spending programmes, a problem 

that has been aggravated by the COVID-19 crisis. In 

countries where the number of young people currently 

not in employment, education or training (NEET-rate) is 

above the EU average, 12.5% of the fund will be spent on 

combating youth unemployment. These can be measures 

such as vocational education and training, in particular 

apprenticeships, and school-to-work transition.

Helping those who need it 

most

The Parliament negotiated to have a budget dedicated 

to combatting extreme poverty in each member state. At 

least 3% will be spent on those who need it most through 

food and basic material assistance or by addressing ma-

terial deprivation, which is defined as an inability to pay 

for unexpected expenses, adequate heating, nutritious 

meals or durable goods.

Other measures agreed

•	 25% of the funds will be earmarked for social inclu-

sion, including the socio-economic integration of di-

sadvantaged groups;

•	 Adequate funding for capacity building for social 

partners in member states;

•	 Safeguards to ensure that projects funded by EU mo-

ney fully respect fundamental rights.

INSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS

Agreement reached on the European 
Social Fund+ for 2021-2027
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The European Investment 

Bank (EIB) and Banca 

March are joining forces 

once again to support 

the economic recovery of Spanish 

small and medium-sized enterprises 

(SMEs – up to 250 employees), mid-

caps (between 250 and 3 000 em-

ployees) and large corporates (over 

3 000 employees) via three agree-

ments. These agreements will mobi-

lise more than €600 million of finan-

cing, of which a total of €270 million 

will be in the form of guarantees or 

loans from the EIB.

First operation under the EGF: EIB 

guarantee of up to €100 million to 

mobilise €267 million.

One of the agreements signed is the 

first operation backed by the EIB 

under the Pan-European Guarantee 

Fund (EGF), operative since October 

and approved by the European Coun-

cil on 23 April 2020 as part of the 

package of EU measures deployed in 

response to the economic impact cau-

sed by COVID-19. In particular, the 

EIB will provide Banca March with a 

guarantee of up to €100 million that 

will enable the Spanish bank to mo-

bilise total financing of €267 million.

The loans that Banca March has 

agreed to provide will go towards 

promoting the investments and wor-

king capital of SMEs, mid-caps and 

large corporates that are aligned with 

the EIB’s long-term mission, such as 

projects related to innovation and 

the environment. By assuming up to 

75% of the risk for loans that Banca 

March grants to mid-caps and large 

corporates, the EIB will promote the 

provision of new financing, indirect-

ly supporting the entire ecosystem 

of small suppliers of the companies 

receiving such financing.

€70 million EIB 

guarantee under 

EFSI

As a result of the second agreement, 

the EIB will grant a €70 million gua-

rantee to Banca March on a portfo-

lio of existing loans to mid-caps and 

large corporates. This guarantee 

will enable Banca March to build up 

a new loan portfolio of up to €140 

million. The agreement was made 

possible thanks to the support of the 

European Fund for Strategic Invest-

ments (EFSI), the main pillar of the 

Investment Plan for Europe.

€100 million EIB 

loan to support 

SMEs and mid-caps

Under the third agreement signed, 

the EU bank will grant a €100 mi-

llion loan to Banca March, who will 

provide a further €100 million of fi-

nancing. As a result, the total funding 

made available to Spanish SMEs and 

mid-caps to fund their working ca-

pital and investment projects will be 

€200 million.

The EIB Group will provide a total of €270 million to Banca March 
via three agreements, to mobilise over €600 million for Spanish 

companies

EIB and Banca March support 
spanish companies affected by the 
COVID-19 crisis
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The Commission has received official recovery and 
resilience plans from Denmark, Spain, Latvia and 

Luxembourg

The Recovery, Transformation and Resilience 

plan aims to provide €672.5 billion in loans 

and grants to support reforms and invest-

ments undertaken by Member States. The 

aim is to reduce the economic and social impact of the 

coronavirus pandemic and to make European economies 

and societies more sustainable, resilient and better pre-

pared for the challenges and opportunities of the ecolo-

gical and digital transitions.

To this end, the different EU countries submitted these 

plans on 30 April, which were made possible after leng-

thy dialogue between the Commission and the national 

authorities. 

Spain

Spain has submitted a plan, which can be found on the 

Moncloa website in Spanish. It has requested a total of 

69.5 billion euros in grants under the RRF.

The Spanish plan is structured around four pillars: green 

transformation; digital transformation; social and terri-

torial cohesion; and gender equality. It includes mea-

sures in sustainable mobility, energy-efficiency in buil-

dings, clean power, digital skills, digital connectivity, 

support to the industrial sector and SMEs, and social 

housing. Projects in the plan focus primarily on the pe-

riod 2021-2023. The plan proposes projects in all seven 

European flagship areas.

Next steps

The Commission will assess the plans within the next 

two months based on the eleven criteria set out in the 

Regulation and translate their contents into legally bin-

ding acts. This assessment will notably include a review 

of whether the plans contribute to effectively addressing 

all or a significant subset of challenges identified in the 

relevant country-specific recommendations issued in the 

context of the European Semester. The Commission will 

also assess whether the plans dedicate at least 37% of ex-

penditure to investments and reforms that support cli-

mate objectives, and 20% to the digital transition.

The Commission has now received a total of nine re-

covery and resilience plans, from Denmark, Germany, 

Greece, Spain, France, Latvia, Luxembourg, Portugal, 

and Slovakia. It will continue to engage intensively with 

the remaining Member States to help them deliver high 

quality plans.

ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

Nearly 70 billion euros in Spain’s 
Recovery Plan
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What the money 

will be invested in

In the negotiations with the Council, 

MEPs insisted that the countries use 

the money in line with EU priorities. 

“EU recovery money will go to EU 

priorities. The EU recovery won’t be 

a cash machine for national policies 

and domestic agendas,” said Dragoş 

Pîslaru (Renew Europe, Romania), 

one of the lead MEPs on this, after 

the announcement of the provisional 

deal with the Council.

Another lead MEP Eider Gardiaza-

bal (S&D, Spain), emphasised that 

while the funds should alleviate the 

immediate social impact of the crisis, 

they should also support long-term 

EU goals such as the green transition 

and digitalisation. “We must bear in 

mind that it is the most important 

investment programme in the co-

ming years, and we have to seize the 

opportunity [for reform],” she said.

The rules list six areas that the Re-

covery and Resilience Facility will 

support:

	● The green transition

	● The digital transformation

	● Smart, sustainable and inclusive 

growth

	● Social and territorial cohesion

	● Building resilience and crisis 

preparedness

	● Policies for the next generation, 

including education and skills

National plans should allocate at 

least 37% of the budget to climate 

and biodiversity and a further 20% 

to digital measures. The rules pro-

hibit the funding of measures that 

cause significant harm to the envi-

ronment (the do no significant harm 

principle).

How it will work

In order to receive support, member 

states must prepare recovery and 

resilience plans proposing a set of 

reforms and public investment pro-

jects that could be implemented by 

2026. These plans will be integrated 

into the European Semester cycle of 

economic coordination and should 

be submitted by 30 April.

The Commission will assess the plans 

and make a proposal to the Coun-

cil about the amounts of grants and 

loans to each country and the targets 

and milestones to be achieved. The 

Council then has to adopt the plans.

National measures taken in relation 

to the Covid-19 crisis since February 

2020 are also eligible for support.

Payments will be made once the mi-

lestones and the targets are reached 

by the member states, but countries 

can request pre-financing of up to 

13% of the total amount, which will 

be paid once their plan is adopted by 

the Council.

Member states will report on the pro-

gress achieved twice a year within the 

European Semester framework.

Democratic 

legitimacy

In the negotiations, Parliament pus-

hed for more transparency. Under 

the agreement with the Council, the 

Commission will send all informa-

tion concerning the national plans 

and its proposals for Council’s deci-

sions simultaneously to both Parlia-

ment and the Council.

Every two months, the Commission 

may be invited by parliamentary 

committees to discuss the state of 

the EU recovery and the progress by 

member states towards their targets.

The Commission is also required to 

prepare annual reports on the im-

plementation of the instrument and 

other evaluation reports.

The €672.5 billion Recovery and Resilience Facility is the key tool 
in the EU’s Covid-19 recovery plan to support reforms in response 

to the crisis

Covid-19 recovery: how the 
main EU instrument will work
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The European Union and the United States have concluded 
negotiations to adjust the European Union’s WTO agricultural 

quotas, following the UK’s withdrawal from the EU

This is the culmination of two years of ne-

gotiations in the WTO framework to divide 

these EU quotas, with part of the volume 

remaining with the EU 27, and part going 

to the UK, based on recent trade flows. The agreement 

covers dozens of quotas and billions of euros of trade in-

cluding for beef, poultry, rice, dairy products, fruits and 

vegetables and wines.

Commenting on the agreement reached in principle to-

day, Commissioner for Agriculture Janusz Wojciejowski 

said:

“I am delighted we have reached agreement with our 

most important trade partner the U.S. This agreement 

– done inside the framework of the WTO – preserves 

the original volumes but shares them between the EU 

and the UK. It gives certainty and stability to agricultu-

ral trade and our markets. I am particularly pleased that 

this agreement marks the significance of our trade and 

economic relationship. This sends a good signal of our 

commitment to work together both bilaterally and in the 

WTO framework. I want to thank my team and our U.S. 

colleagues for a job well done”.

The EU is conducting similar tariff rate quotas (TRQ) 

apportionment negotiations with twenty-one other part-

ners having rights to access these quotas, and has con-

cluded negotiations already with Argentina, Australia, 

Norway, Pakistan, Thailand, Indonesia and others.

Once the Commission has adopted the EU-U.S. Agree-

ment, it will then be sent to the Council and European 

Parliament for ratification, so that it can enter into force 

as soon as possible.

EU and U.S. agree to suspend 

all tariffs linked to the 

Airbus and Boeing disputes

These negotiations have now been concluded coinciding 

with the agreement a few days ago between the European 

Union and the United States to suspend for a period of 

four months all retaliatory tariff measures on exports 

from both sides imposed in connection with the Airbus 

and Boeing disputes. The suspension allows both sides 

to focus on resolving this long-running dispute and is a 

major boost for EU exporters, as the US had been autho-

rized to increase tariffs on USD 7.5 billion of EU exports. 

Similarly, the Union will suspend tariffs on approximate-

ly $4 billion of U.S. exports.

The EU and U.S. agreed to suspend all retaliatory tariffs 

on EU and U.S. exports imposed in the Airbus and Boe-

ing disputes for a four-month period. The suspension 

allows both sides to focus on resolving this long-running 

dispute. It provides an important boost to EU exporters, 

since the U.S. had been authorised to raise tariffs on $7.5 

billion of EU exports to the U.S. Similarly, EU tariffs will 

be suspended on some $4 billion worth of U.S. exports 

into the EU.

ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

The European Union and the United 
States conclude negotiations on 
agricultural quotas agreement
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The European Commission has disbursed €14 billion to nine Member States 
in the fourth instalment of financial support to Member States under the 

SURE instrument. This is the first disbursement in 2021

Spain receives €1.03 billion 
under SURE

FULL NEWS

As part of these ope-

rations, Belgium has 

received €2 billion, 

Cyprus €229 million, 

Hungary €304 million, Latvia €72 

million, Poland €4.28 billion, Slove-

nia €913 million, Spain €1.03 billion, 

Greece €728 million and Italy €4.45 

billion. All nine Member States had 

already received financial support 

under SURE in 2020, under one of 

the first three issuances and disbur-

sement operations that took place in 

2020.

These loans will assist Member Sta-

tes in addressing sudden increases 

in public expenditure to preserve 

employment. Specifically, they will 

help Member States cover the costs 

directly related to the financing of 

national short-time work schemes, 

and other similar measures that they 

have put in place as a response to the 

coronavirus pandemic, including for 

the self-employed.

Following these disbursements, 15 

Member States have received a to-

tal of €53.5 billion under the SURE 

instrument. Once all SURE disbur-

sements have been completed, Bel-

gium will have received €7.8 billion, 

Cyprus €479 million, Hungary €504 

million, Latvia €192 million, Poland 

€11.2 billion, Slovenia €1.1 billion, 

Spain €21.3 billion, Greece €2.7 bi-

llion and Italy €27.4 billion.

Members of 

the College 

declarations

President Ursula von der Leyen said: 

“Under the SURE programme, the 

EU has mobilised up to €100 billion 

in loans for EU Member States to 

save jobs and keep people in work. 

The funds are regularly making their 

way to our Member States, helping 

them financially to mitigate the im-

pact of the coronavirus pandemic.”

Commissioner Johannes Hahn, in 

charge of Budget and Administra-

tion, said: ”Following the fourth suc-

cessful bond issuance under SURE, 

we have now disbursed more than 

half of the funds foreseen under this 

instrument. The 15 Member States 

benefitting from the initial four dis-

bursements are now better equipped 

to alleviate the social impact of the 

coronavirus pandemic. We will pro-

ceed with a speedy implementation 

of the rest of the programme in order 

to provide all authorised funds for 

the 18 Member States that have so 

far requested financial support under 

this instrument”.

Paolo Gentiloni, Commissioner for 

Economy, said: “Today, the Euro-

pean Commission pays out a fur-

ther €14 billion to support workers 

in nine hard-hit EU countries. The 

pandemic continues to weigh on our 

economies and while we know there 

is light at the end of this tunnel, we 

don’t yet know how much longer un-

til we reach it. That’s why SURE and 

the European solidarity it represents 

are so important.”
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RESEARCH AND INNOVATION

Open Research Europe will provide free ac-

cess to the latest scientific findings for re-

searchers and the general public alike. This 

directly addresses the major difficulties of-

ten associated with the publication of scientific results, 

such as delays and barriers to re-use of results and high 

costs. The platform is an optional service for Horizon 

Europe and Horizon 2020 beneficiaries to meet the re-

quirement to immediately provide open access to their 

research at no cost to them.

Approximately 40 scientific papers from a wide range of 

research fields have already been submitted and are avai-

lable for the scientific community to read and review.

Supporting open science

In the Communication “A new ERA for research and 

innovation”, the Commission presents Open Research 

Europe as an open access publication platform to disse-

minate research arising from Horizon 2020 and Horizon 

Europe funding in all thematic areas of science, technolo-

gy, engineering and mathematics, as well as social scien-

ces, arts and humanities.

Open Research Europe will not only contribute to the 

open, fast and cost-effective publication of scientific re-

search. It will also make it easier for Horizon 2020 and 

Horizon Europe beneficiaries to meet the open access 

requirements linked to their funding: immediate open 

access, as required by Horizon Europe, and automatic 

submission to a general-purpose repository (whereas 

Horizon 2020 allowed documents to be retained for 6-12 

months). Open Research Europe will provide researchers 

with a publishing space where they can quickly share their 

results and knowledge, and facilitate open and construc-

tive research discussions. The platform has a wide range 

of metrics to measure the scientific and societal impact of 

articles and provide information on their use and re-use.

In taking on this new role, the Commission intends to 

lead by example by actively supporting open science 

practices and promoting transparency in the publication 

process. It aims to inspire other sponsors, in particular 

at national level, to do the same. By integrating Open Re-

search Europe into Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe, 

the Commission is taking scholarly communication to a 

new level of innovative solutions.

 The platform will present the results of research funded by Horizon 
Europe, the EU’s research and innovation programme for 2021-2027, and its 

predecessor, Horizon 2020

Commission launches open access 
publishing platform for scientific 
papers
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The Commission has pu-

blished an open public 

consultation on the Eu-

ropean Health Data Spa-

ce, which is an important component 

of the European Health Union. It 

aims to make the most of digital heal-

th to provide high quality healthcare 

and reduce inequalities. It will pro-

mote access to health data for pre-

vention, diagnosis and treatment, re-

search and innovation, as well as for 

policy and law making. The right of 

individuals to control their own per-

sonal health data will be an essential 

element of the European health data 

space. The consultation will remain 

open until July 26, 2021.

Citizens, stakeholders and organiza-

tions are invited to participate in the 

consultation. National public health, 

digital health and data protection 

authorities, existing data authoriza-

tion bodies, healthcare professionals 

and providers, health insurers, orga-

nizations representing patients and 

civil society active in digital health, 

academia and research institutions, 

ethics committees, trade unions, as 

well as the digital, pharmaceutical 

and medical device industries may 

have a particular interest in contri-

buting.

This public consultation focuses on:

	● access to and use of health data 

for health care delivery, research 

and innovation, and policy and 

regulatory purposes;

	● the promotion of a genuine sin-

gle market for digital health ser-

vices and products, including in-

novative ones.

The rationale for such a consultation 

is to facilitate better access to and ex-

change of health data, crucial to en-

sure greater accessibility, availability 

and affordability of healthcare, sti-

mulate innovation in health and care 

to improve treatment and outcomes, 

and encourage innovative solutions 

that make use of digital technologies, 

including artificial intelligence (AI).

It aims to make the most of digital health to provide high quality 
healthcare and reduce inequalities.

Digital health – European 
health data space
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The Commission is welcoming a joint declaration by 20 
EU Member States on processors and semiconductor 

technologies.

Through their declaration, the Member Sta-

tes will commit to work together to bolster 

Europe’s electronics and embedded systems 

value chain and strengthen leading-edge 

manufacturing capacity, in view of reinforcing Europe’s 

capabilities in semiconductor technologies and offering 

the best performance for applications in a wide range of 

sectors.

Processors and semiconductors

In today’s world, processors and semiconductors are 

used widely: from cars, medical equipment, mobile pho-

nes and networks to environmental monitoring, this te-

chnology powers the smart devices and services we use. 

It is therefore crucial as it enables key industries to inno-

vate and compete globally so that Europe is in capacity 

to design and produce the most powerful processors. To-

day’s joint initiative aims to enhance cooperation among 

Member States and increase investment along the semi-

conductor value chain on equipment and materials, de-

sign, and advanced manufacturing and packaging, whe-

re feasible through the Recovery and Resilience Funds. 

Semiconductors are a core component of the “scale-up 

flagship”, one of the seven areas where coordinated plans 

from Member States are encouraged under the NextGe-

nerationEU. Furthermore, Member States can mobilise 

industrial stakeholders to design an ambitious European 

Flagship project in the form of a second Important Pro-

ject of Common European Interest.

Thierry Breton, Commissioner for Internal Market, said:

Europe has all it takes to diversify and reduce critical 

dependencies, while remaining open. We will therefo-

re need to set ambitious plans, from design of chips to 

advanced manufacturing progressing towards 2nm no-

des, with the aim of differentiating and leading on our 

most important value chains. Today’s highly welcomed 

joint effort is an important leap forward – it will pave the 

way to the launch of an industrial alliance. A collective 

approach can help us leverage our existing strengths and 

embrace new opportunities as advanced processor chips 

play an ever more important role for Europe’s industrial 

strategy and digital sovereignty.

RESEARCH AND INNOVATION

European initiative 
on processors and 
semiconductor technologies
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This is the first work pro-

gramme under Horizon 

Europe, Europe’s new 

Framework Program-

me for Research and Innovation for 

2021-2027. It includes three main 

calls for proposals for frontier re-

search actions for a total amount of 

€1.9 billion. The European Research 

Council (ERC) offers grants to top 

researchers from anywhere in the 

world who are ready to come or to 

stay in Europe to pursue their break-

through scientific and technological 

discoveries that can form the basis of 

new industries, markets, and social 

innovations of the future.

budget

Over the entire long-term EU budget 

2021-2027, the European Research 

Council is set to receive over €16 bi-

llion from Horizon Europe, which re-

presents an increase of 22% vis-à-vis 

Horizon 2020.

Next calls

Lthe first call to be launched is the 

European Research Council’s Star-

ting Grants, which will support top 

researchers to start their own inde-

pendent research team or program-

me. The call will be launched on 25 

February, with a budget of €619 mi-

llion and a deadline of 8 April.

Other grant competitions will follow 

according to the work programme’s 

calendar: on 11 March the call for 

Consolidator Grants for researchers 

who are consolidating their own 

independent research team or pro-

gramme will open, with a budget of 

€633 million. The deadline for appli-

cations is 20 April. Finally, on 20 

May the European Research Coun-

cil will launch a call for Advanced 

Grants for leading advanced investi-

gators, with a budget of €626 million 

and deadline on 31 August.

Due to the transition to the new Fra-

mework Programme, the Synergy 

Grants are not available under the 

2021 Work Programme. The award 

of Synergy Grants is likely to resume 

under the Work Programme of 2022. 

The Proof of Concept Grant is cu-

rrently under revision by the Scien-

tific Council, the governing body of 

the European Research Council, and 

therefore does not appear in this 

Work Programme either.

The 2021 Work Programme also co-

vers other actions and public procu-

rement to allow the Scientific Council 

to carry out its duties and mandate, 

including the appointment of inde-

pendent experts during the evalua-

tion of proposals and the preparation 

of the calls, for ethics review and for 

the monitoring of ongoing projects. 

It also covers the Scientific Council’s 

obligations to establish the overall 

strategy of the European Research 

Council and to monitor the quality 

of the programme’s implementation 

from the scientific perspective.

The European Commission presented the Work Programme 2021 for 
the European Research Council.

Horizon Europe to be launched: 
Europe’s new Framework Programme 
for Research and Innovation
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The EU now generates more energy from renewables than 
from fossil fuels, new report claims

Europe aims to become the first climate-neu-

tral continent by 2050. This very ambitious 

goal seems closer to becoming a reality now 

that renewables have overtaken fossil fuels 

to become the EU’s main source of electricity. According 

to a newly published report, wind, solar, hydropower 

and biomass met 38 % of the EU’s electricity demands in 

2020, compared to 34.6 % in 2019. Fossil fuels fell to 37 

%. Co-published by the think tanks Agora Energiewende 

and Ember, it “compiles and analyses the full-year 2020 

electricity generation of every EU country, tracking Eu-

rope’s electricity transition.”

Milestone in clean energy 

transition

“Wind and solar are really beginning to transform Eu-

rope’s electricity system,” lead author and Ember senior 

electricity analyst Dave Jones told ‘Forbes’. “They pro-

vided on average a fifth of Europe’s electricity last year, 

but across certain countries and certain hours, the pe-

netration is even higher.” Could 2020 have simply been 

an anomaly because of the coronavirus? “It’s going to be 

close to whether there is a small rebound in fossil fuels 

in 2021 in Europe,” Jones explained. “My money is for 

it to show another fall, and new wind and solar make 

up for the pick-up in electricity demand to pre-covid le-

vels. If there is a small pickup in 2021, it will be small 

and temporary.” “It is significant that Europe has rea-

ched this landmark moment at the start of a decade of 

global climate action,” Jones commented in an Agora 

Energiewende press release. “Rapid growth in wind and 

solar has forced coal into decline but this is just the be-

ginning. Europe is relying on wind and solar to ensure 

not only coal is phased out by 2030, but also to phase 

out gas generation, replace closing nuclear power plants, 

and to meet rising electricity demand from electric cars, 

heat pumps and electrolysers.” Almost every EU coun-

try experienced a drop in coal production. This has made 

Europe’s electricity 29 % cleaner than in 2015. By 2020, 

wind and solar power plants accounted for 20 % of the 

EU’s electricity. Denmark (61 %), Ireland (35 %), Ger-

many (33 %) and Spain (29 %) led the pack. Electricity 

demand fell 4 % in 2020.

RESEARCH AND INNOVATION
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LEGAL AFFAIRS

The Commission con-

siders that Spain has 

neither adopted the na-

tional measures transpo-

sing the Directive nor communicated 

those measures. It therefore reques-

ted the Court to impose on Spain, 

pursuant to Article 260(3) TFEU, 

first, a daily penalty payment of EUR 

89 548.20 for each day of delay from 

the date of delivery of the judgment 

in the present case, and, second, a 

lump sum of approximately EUR 15 

500 000.

On 20 July 2018, the Commission, 

having not been informed by Spain 

of the measures transposing the di-

rective by the deadline set (6 May 

2018), had sent that Member State 

a letter of formal notice to commu-

nicate those measures. Since that 

letter failed to produce any results, 

the Commission sent Spain a rea-

soned opinion on 25 January 2019 

calling on it to adopt the neces-

sary measures within two months. 

Spain does not deny that it has failed 

to fulfil its obligations to adopt and 

communicate the measures transpo-

sing the Directive, and acknowledges 

that the very exceptional institutio-

nal circumstances which, according 

to Spain, have delayed the activities 

of the Government and the national 

Parliament with a view to adopting 

the necessary transposing measures 

By its judgment, 

the Court of Jus-

tice declares that 

Spain has failed to 

fulfil its obliga-

tions under the di-

rective

The Court considers that the infrin-

gement found falls within the scope 

of Article 260(3) TFEU, since, on the 

expiry of that period, the Commis-

sion was not informed of any trans-

position measure within the mea-

ning of that provision.

As regards the financial penalties 

requested by the Commission, the 

Court points out, first of all, that an 

order to pay a periodic penalty pay-

ment is, in principle, justified only 

for as long as the infringement con-

tinues until the Court's examination 

of the facts.

In view of the seriousness and dura-

tion of the infringement, the Court 

orders Spain to pay the Commission 

a lump sum of EUR 15 000 000 and, 

if the infringement established per-

sists at the date of delivery of the ju-

dgment, a daily penalty payment of 

EUR 89 000 from that date until the 

infringement established has been 

brought to an end.

The present judgment is the first in 

which the Court of Justice has im-

posed, pursuant to Article 260(3) 

TFEU, both types of financial penalty 

at the same time.

The Commission has asked the CJEU to declare that Spain has failed to fulfil 
its obligations under the Data Protection Directive in the context of the 

prevention and detection of criminal offences

Spain is ordered to pay a 
lump sum of € 15 million
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The appeal brought by Futbol Club Barcelona against that 
decision is definitively dismissed

A Spanish law passed in 1990 obliged all 

Spanish professional sports clubs to beco-

me sport limited companies, with the ex-

ception of those that had achieved positive 

financial results in the financial years prior to the passing 

of the law.

Fútbol Club Barcelona, Club Atlético Osasuna, Athletic 

Club and Real Madrid Club de Fútbol opted to continue 

to operate in the legal form of a non-profit-making en-

tity and thus benefited from a specific tax rate on their 

income.

As this specific tax rate was lower than that applicable 

to sports limited companies, the Commission conside-

red that this legislation, by introducing a corporate tax 

advantage in favour of the four clubs mentioned above, 

constituted an illegal and incompatible aid scheme, and 

ordered Spain to put an end to it and to recover the in-

dividual aid granted to the beneficiaries of that scheme.

Following an action brought by FC Barcelona against 

that decision, the General Court annulled it by judgment 

of 26 February 2019, holding that the Commission had 

failed to establish to the requisite legal standard the exis-

tence of an economic advantage granted to the beneficia-

ries of the contested measure.

In its judgment of 4 March 2021, the Court of Justice 

upheld the forms of order sought in the appeal brought 

by the Commission and set aside the judgment under 

appeal. In support of its appeal, the Commission put 

forward a single plea in law alleging infringement of Ar-

ticle 107(1) TFEU as regards, first, the concept of 'advan-

tage which may constitute State aid' for the purposes of 

that provision and, second, the obligations incumbent on 

it in the context of the examination of the existence of 

aid, in particular as regards the existence of an advan-

tage.

The General Court held that the Commission had not 

sufficiently examined whether the advantage resulting 

from that reduced rate of taxation could be counteracted.

The Court finds, first, that the General Court erred in law 

in holding that the contested decision had to be analysed 

as a decision relating both to an aid scheme and to indi-

vidual aid, since the Commission had also ruled therein 

on the aid granted individually to the four nominally de-

signated beneficiary clubs.

The Court finds that that error of law made by the Ge-

neral Court vitiates the conclusions which it drew con-

cerning the extent of the Commission's obligations as 

regards proof of the existence of an advantage.

The aid scheme at issue was capable of favouring, from 

the time of its adoption, clubs operating as non-pro-

fit-making entities over those operating as sports limited 

companies, thereby conferring on them an advantage 

which may fall within the scope of Article 107(1) TFEU.

LEGAL AFFAIRS

Ruling against Spanish football 
for alleged illegal aid scheme
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LEGAL AFFAIRS

By decisions adopted in 

August 2018, the Natio-

nal Council of the Judi-

ciary decided not to sub-

mit to the President of the Republic 

of Poland proposals for the appoint-

ment of five persons to positions as 

judges of the Supreme Court and to 

propose other candidates for these 

positions. The appellants lodged an 

appeal against those decisions with 

the Supreme Administrative Court, 

the referring court. At the time they 

were lodged, those appeals were go-

verned by the Law on the National 

Council of the Judiciary, as amended 

by a law of July 2018.

Under those rules, it was provided, 

first, that, if the decision of the CNPJ 

concerned was not challenged by all 

the participants in the appointment 

procedure for a post as a judge of the 

Tribunal Supremo, it became final in 

respect of the candidate proposed to 

fill the post.

In its initial reference for a prelimi-

nary ruling, the referring court, ta-

king the view that that system exclu-

des in practice any effectiveness of an 

appeal brought by a participant who 

has not been proposed for appoint-

ment, decided to refer the matter to 

the Court of Justice for a preliminary 

ruling on the compatibility of that 

system with EU law.

Since the initial reference for a preli-

minary ruling was made, the Law on 

the CNPJ has been amended again 

in 2019, abolishing the possibility of 

bringing an appeal against decisions 

of the CNPJ concerning the nomina-

tion or non-nomination of candida-

tes for appointment as a judge of the 

Supreme Court, and the actions pen-

ding before it have been dismissed 

by operation of law, with the result 

that the referring court, by a supple-

mentary reference for a preliminary 

ruling, has consulted the Court of 

Justice on the compatibility of that 

new system with EU law.

In the event of an established infrin-

gement, the principle of the prima-

cy of European Union law requires 

the national court to disapply those 

amendments.

The Court, sitting as a Grand Cham-

ber, finds, first of all, that both the 

system of cooperation between na-

tional courts and the Court of Jus-

tice, laid down in Article 267 TFEU, 

and the principle of sincere coopera-

tion, enshrined in Article 4(3) TEU, 

preclude legislative amendments, 

such as those made in Poland in 

2019, where it appears that they have 

had the specific effect of preventing 

the Court of Justice from ruling on 

questions referred for a preliminary 

ruling. It also considers that the 

obligation on the Member States to 

provide the remedies necessary to 

guarantee to individuals their right 

to effective judicial protection in the 

areas covered by European Union 

law may also preclude such legislati-

ve amendments.

The Court finds that, if the referring 

court concludes that the adoption of 

the 2019 legislative amendments was 

in breach of EU law, the principle of 

the primacy of EU law requires it to 

disapply them.

The Commission has asked the CJEU to declare that Spain has failed to fulfil 
its obligations under the Data Protection Directive in the context of the 

prevention and detection of criminal offences.

Successive amendments to the Polish Act on 
the National Council of the Judiciary may 
violate EU law
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The Council of Europe has called for strict rules to avoid 
the significant risks to privacy and data protection posed 
by the increasing use of facial recognition technologies

In a new set of guidelines addressed to govern-

ments, legislators and businesses, the 47-state 

human rights organisation proposes that the use 

of facial recognition for the sole purpose of deter-

mining a person’s skin colour, religious or other belief, 

sex, racial or ethnic origin, age, health or social status 

should be prohibited.

This ban should also be applied to “affect recognition” 

technologies – which can identify emotions and be used 

to detect personality traits, inner feelings, mental health 

condition or workers´ level of engagement – since they 

pose important risks in fields such as employment, ac-

cess to insurance and education.

“At is best, facial recognition can be convenient, hel-

ping us to navigate obstacles in our everyday lives. At 

its worst, it threatens our essential human rights, inclu-

ding privacy, equal treatment and non-discrimination, 

empowering state authorities and others to monitor and 

control important aspects of our lives – often without 

our knowledge or consent,” said Council of Europe Se-

cretary General Marija Pejčinović Burić.

“But this can be stopped. These guidelines ensure the 

protection of people’s personal dignity, human rights 

and fundamental freedoms, including the security of 

their personal data.”

The guidelines were developed by the Consultative 

Committee of the Council of Europe Convention for the 

Protection of Individuals with regard to Automatic Pro-

cessing of Personal Data, which brings together experts 

representing the 55 states parties to the Convention as 

well as 20 observer countries.

The Convention, the first ever binding international trea-

ty addressing the need to protect personal data, was ope-

ned for signature in Strasbourg forty years ago today, on 

28 January 1981.

LEGAL AFFAIRS

Facial recognition: strict regulation 
is needed to prevent human rights 
violations
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CULTURE AND EDUCATION

To mark this, the Euro-

pean Commission is 

launching a campaign to 

celebrate the 30 years of 

support, as well as the launch of the 

new MEDIA programme of Creative 

Europe, running from 2021 to 2027.

Since 1991, Creative Europe MEDIA 

has invested over €2.6 billion in the 

film and audiovisual industries to 

support the development, promo-

tion and distribution of European 

works within Europe and beyond. Its 

long-standing support has strengthe-

ned the competitiveness of the sector 

and has contributed to enriching Eu-

rope’s cultural diversity, while at the 

same time it has promoted audiovi-

sual creations across borders and 

helped giving recognition to the best 

of them.

For 2021-2027, the planned budget 

for the whole Creative Europe pro-

gramme will be €2.4 billion, an 80% 

increase compared to the previous 

period (2014-2020), of which €1.4 

billion will be devoted to its MEDIA 

sub-programme. The latter will keep 

supporting media projects with a Eu-

ropean and international dimension, 

as well as nurturing talent and pro-

moting the use of new technologies.

Campaign to 

celebrate 30 years 

of Creative Europe

Throughout 2021, the Commission 

will run a communication campaign 

to celebrate the 30-year anniversary 

of the MEDIA strand of Creative Eu-

rope. The campaign’s content will 

focus on 10 different themes and 

will be rolled out primarily on social 

media, aiming to reach young people 

and industry professionals. It will 

have a dedicated webpage and an 

Instagram series: ‘Behind the scenes 

of European content – How EU su-

pport turns into stories’. This series 

will consist of 12 short episodes to 

highlight how the EU supports au-

diovisual and film projects on the 

ground.

Background

Creative Europe MEDIA helps to 

launch and distribute projects with 

a European dimension and inter-

national potential to travel beyond 

national and European borders. Its 

funding actions provide support to 

audiovisual works including films, 

TV series, documentaries, video ga-

mes and immersive content, and to 

cinemas, festivals, VOD services and 

industry markets. It also contribu-

tes to boosting European talents via 

training programmes, as well as to 

audience development and film edu-

cation.

The MEDIA strand of the EU programme Creative Europe, designed 
to support European film and audiovisual industries, is 

celebrating its 30th anniversary in 2021

Creative Europe: 30 years of 
support to European culture
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the Spanish Ministry of Economic Affairs and Digital Transformation 
launched a tender to purchase more than 175,000 computers with 

connectivity for vulnerable students in Andalusia

The Council of Ministers, at the proposal of 

the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Digi-

tal Transformation, has authorised the ten-

dering of the action Educational Post in the 

Home for Andalusia within the Educa en Digital pro-

gramme, the aim of which is to support the digital trans-

formation of education in Spain by supporting the most 

vulnerable students. The amount of this action amounts 

to 100 million euros, of which the public company Red.

es will provide 80 million through ERDF funds and the 

rest will be co-financed by the Andalusian Regional Go-

vernment.   

This action involves the acquisition of more than 175,839 

computers with connectivity that will facilitate digital 

education, both at home and in person, for students from 

vulnerable families who study in publicly funded schools 

in this autonomous community.

This tender is in addition to those already approved to 

provide more than 200,000 computers and tablets to 

students in the autonomous communities of Aragon, 

Asturias, the Balearic Islands, the Canary Islands, Casti-

le-La Mancha, Castile and Leon, Valencia, Extremadura, 

Galicia, Madrid, Navarre and the Basque Country, and 

the autonomous cities of Ceuta and Melilla. The first 

teams are expected to be made available in March.

Educate in Digital 

The Educa en Digital programme was approved by the 

Council of Ministers on 16 June 2020 and envisages pro-

viding educational centres with equipment with relia-

ble and quality connectivity so that it can be loaned and 

made available to students who do not have this equi-

pment in order to access education with digital media, 

both at home and at the educational centre itself. 

It also covers another series of actions such as the provi-

sion of applications, tools and curricular resources that 

facilitate digital education, both in person, at the centre, 

and at home, and the training of teachers, in order to 

provide the educational community with digital educa-

tional resources.

CULTURE AND EDUCATION
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to purchase computers for vulnerable 
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CULTURE AND EDUCATION

The Commission adop-

ted the first annual work 

programme of Erasmus+ 

2021-2027. With a bud-

get of €26.2 billion, (compared to 

€14.7 billion for 2014-2020), comple-

mented with about €2.2 billion from 

EU’s external instruments, the new 

and revamped programme will fund 

learning mobility and cross-border 

cooperation projects for 10 million 

Europeans of all ages and all back-

grounds. It will seek to be even more 

inclusive and to support the green 

and digital transitions, as set out in 

the European Education Area. Eras-

mus+ will also support the resilience 

of education and training systems in 

the face of the pandemic.

The new Erasmus+ programme pro-

vides opportunities for study periods 

abroad, traineeships, apprentices-

hips, and staff exchanges in all fields 

of education, training, youth and 

sport. It is open to school pupils, hi-

gher education and vocational edu-

cation and training students, adult 

learners, youth exchanges, youth 

workers and sport coaches.

In addition to mobility, which counts 

for 70% of the budget, the new Eras-

mus+ also invests in cross‑border 

cooperation projects. These can be 

between higher education institu-

tions (e.g. the European Universities 

initiative); schools; teacher educa-

tion and training colleges (e.g. Eras-

mus+ Teacher Academies); adult 

learning centres; youth and sport or-

ganisations; providers of vocational 

education and training (e.g. Vocatio-

nal Centres of Excellence); and other 

actors in the learning sphere.

The main features of the Erasmus+ 

2021-2027 programme are:

	● Inclusive Erasmus+: providing 

enhanced opportunities to 

people with fewer opportunities, 

including people with diverse 

cultural, social and economic 

backgrounds, and people living 

in rural and remote areas.

	● Digital Erasmus+: It will provide 

high-quality digital training and 

exchanges via platforms such as 

eTwinning, School Education 

Gateway and the European Youth 

Portal, and it will encourage 

traineeships in the digital sector.

	● Green Erasmus+: In line with 

the European Green Deal, the 

programme will offer financial 

incentives to participants using 

sustainable modes of transport.

	● Erasmus+ for young people: 

DiscoverEU now becomes an 

integral part of Erasmus+ and 

gives 18 year-olds the possibility 

to get a rail pass to travel across 

Europe, learn from other cultures 

and meet fellow Europeans.

el nuevo programa financiará proyectos de movilidad y cooperación 
transfronteriza relacionados con el aprendizaje para 10 millones de 

europeos de todas las edades y todos los orígenes

New Erasmus+ programme 
in the European Union
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The Commission is proposing that Member States ease the current 
restrictions on non-essential travel into the EU to take into 

account the progress of vaccination campaigns

The Commission proposes to allow entry to 

the EU for non-essential reasons not only 

for all persons coming from countries with 

a good epidemiological situation but also all 

people who have received the last recommended dose of 

an EU-authorised vaccine. This could be extended to vac-

cines having completed the WHO emergency use listing 

process. In addition, the Commission proposes to raise, 

in line with the evolution of the epidemiological situa-

tion in the EU, the threshold related to the number of 

new COVID-19 cases used to determine a list of countries 

from which all travel should be permitted. This should 

allow the Council to expand this list.

At the same time, the emergence of coronavirus variants 

of concern calls for continued vigilance. Therefore as 

counter-balance, the Commission proposes a new ‘emer-

gency brake’ mechanism, to be coordinated at EU level 

and which would limit the risk of such variants entering 

the EU. This will allow Member States to act quickly and 

temporarily limit to a strict minimum all travel from 

affected countries for the time needed to put in place 

appropriate sanitary measures.

‘Emergency brake’ to 

counter the spread of 

variants

When the epidemiological situation of a non-EU country 

worsens quickly and in particular if a variant of concern 

or interest is detected, a Member State can urgently and 

temporarily suspend all inbound travel by non-EU citi-

zens resident in such a country. The only exceptions in 

this case would be healthcare professionals, transport 

personnel, diplomats, transit passengers, those trave-

lling for imperative family reasons, seafarers, and per-

sons in need of international protection or for other hu-

manitarian reasons. Such travellers should be subject to 

strict testing and quarantine arrangements even if they 

have been vaccinated.

When a Member State applies such restrictions, the 

Member States meeting within the Council structures 

should review the situation together in a coordinated 

manner and in close cooperation with the Commission, 

and they should continue doing so at least every 2 weeks.

PUBLIC HEALTH

Commission proposes to ease 
restrictions on non-essential 
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PUBLIC HEALTH

The Digital Green Certifi-

cate will be a proof that 

a person has been vacci-

nated against COVID-19, 

received a negative test result or re-

covered from COVID-19. It will be 

available, free of charge, in digital 

or paper format. It will include a QR 

code to ensure security and authenti-

city of the certificate.

The “Digital Green Certificate” will 

facilitate safe and free movement du-

ring the COVID-19 pandemic within 

the EU. A Digital Green Certificate 

will be a proof that a person has been 

vaccinated against COVID-19, has 

received a negative test result or has 

recovered from COVID-19 that can 

be used across all EU Member States.

What are the main 

elements of the 

proposal?

The Digital Green Certificate system 

covers three different types of CO-

VID-19 certificates: a vaccination 

certificate, a test certificate, and a 

certificate of recovery.

They can be issued and used in all 

EU Member States to facilitate free 

movement. All EU citizens and their 

family members as well as non-EU 

nationals staying or residing in the 

Member States and who have the ri-

ght to travel to other Member States, 

would be eligible to receive them free 

of charge.

The certificates should only include a 

minimum set of information neces-

sary to confirm and verify the hol-

der’s vaccination, testing or recovery 

status.

Being vaccinated will not be a 

pre-condition to travel. All EU citi-

zens have a fundamental right to free 

movement in the EU and this applies 

regardless of whether they are vac-

cinated or not. The same principle 

applies to the rights of non-EU na-

tionals staying or residing in the EU 

Member States and who have the 

right to travel to other Member Sta-

tes. The Digital Green Certificate will 

make it easier to exercise that right, 

also through testing and recovery 

certificates.

The Digital Green Certificate will 

be valid in all EU Member States 

and open for Iceland, Liechtenstein, 

Norway as well as Switzerland. The 

Digital Green Certificate should be 

issued to EU citizens and their fami-

ly members, regardless of their na-

tionality. It should also be issued to 

non-EU nationals who reside in the 

EU and to visitors who have the right 

to travel to other Member States.

The Digital Green Certificate system 

is a temporary measure. It will be 

suspended once the World Health 

Organization (WHO) declares the 

end of the COVID-19 international 

health emergency.

the European Commission is proposing to create a Digital Green 
Certificate to facilitate safe free movement inside the EU during 

the COVID-19 pandemi

Digital Green Certificate
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This is the latest step towards making EUR 5.1 billion available 
to strengthen the resilience of health systems and promote 

innovation in the health sector

This follows the Council adoption on 17 March 

and the vote on the programme by the Eu-

ropean Parliament on 9 March. It marks the 

final step towards making €5.1 billion avai-

lable to strengthen the resilience of health systems and 

promote innovation in the health sector. EU4Health will 

make a significant contribution to the post-COVID-19 re-

covery by making the EU population healthier, suppor-

ting the fight against cross-border health threats and 

boosting the EU’s preparedness and capability to res-

pond effectively to future health crisis, as part of a future 

strong European Health Union.

EU4Health Programme

The EU4Health Programme is an ambitious and dedica-

ted funding programme for 2021-2027 to ensure a high 

level of human health protection in all Union policies and 

activities in keeping with the One Health approach. The 

Programme, proposed by the Commission on 28 May 

2020, is the EU’s response to COVID-19, which has had 

a major impact on medical and healthcare staff, patients 

and health systems in the EU.  EU4Health is the largest 

EU health programme ever in monetary terms and will 

provide funding to EU countries, health organisations 

and NGOs.

EU4Health aims to:

•	 Improve and foster health in the Union;

•	 Protect people in the Union from serious cross-bor-

der threats to health;

•	 Enhance the availability, accessibility and affordabi-

lity of medicinal products, medical devices and cri-

sis-relevant products;

•	 Strengthen health systems, their resilience and re-

source efficiency.

PUBLIC HEALTH

Commission welcomes entry 
into force of EU4Health 
programme
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PUBLIC HEALTH

The European Commis-

sion has introduced the 

principles of reciprocity 

and proportionality as 

new criteria to be considered for au-

thorising exports under the transpa-

rency and authorisation mechanism 

for COVID-19 vaccine exports. 

This system has significantly impro-

ved the transparency of exports. Ne-

vertheless, the objective to ensure ti-

mely access to COVID-19 vaccines for 

EU citizens is still not met.

Towards increased 

transparency, 

reciprocity and 

proportionality

The new regulation introduces two 

changes to the existing mechanism. 

First, in addition to the impact of a 

planned export to the fulfilment of 

the EU’s Advance Purchase Agree-

ments (APAs) with vaccine manufac-

turers, Member States and the Com-

mission should also consider:

Reciprocity – does the destination 

country restrict its own exports of 

vaccines or their raw materials, ei-

ther by law or other means? and

Proportionality – are the conditions 

prevailing in the destination country 

better or worse than the EU’s, in par-

ticular its epidemiological situation, 

its vaccination rate and its access to 

vaccines.

Member States and the Commission 

should assess whether the requested 

exports do not pose a threat to the 

security of supply of vaccines and 

their components in the Union.

Second, to gain a full picture of vac-

cine trade, the new act includes 17 

countries previously exempted in the 

scope of the regulation.*

The EU remains committed to inter-

national solidarity and will therefore 

continue to exclude from this sche-

me vaccine supplies for humanita-

rian aid or destined to the 92 low 

and middle income countries under 

the COVAX Advance Market Com-

mitment list.

The export 

authorisation 

scheme

This implementing act is targeted, 

proportionate, transparent and tem-

porary. It is fully consistent with the 

EU’s international commitment un-

der the World Trade Organization 

and the G20, and in line with what 

the EU has proposed in the context 

of the WTO’s trade and health initia-

tive. Member States decide on the re-

quests for authorisation in accordan-

ce with the Commission’s opinion.

.

The European Commission has introduced the principles of 
reciprocity and proportionality as new criteria to be taken into 

account when authorising exports of vaccines

Commission strengthens transparency and 
authorisation mechanism for exports of 
COVID-19 vaccines
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Von der Leyen announces the start of HERA Incubator to 
anticipate the threat of coronavirus variants

To prepare Europe for an increased threat of 

coronavirus variants, the President of the 

European Commission Ursula von der Le-

yen announced the start of European bio-de-

fence preparedness plan called “HERA Incubator”. The 

Health Emergency Preparedness and Response Autho-

rity (HERA) Incubator will bring together science, in-

dustry and public authorities, and leverage all available 

resources to enable Europe to respond to this challenge.

“The aim is to use our combined strength to get ahead of 

the curve for the next phase of this virus”, von der Leyen 

said, explaining this applies to all phases – from the ear-

ly detection of new variants, to rapid mass production 

that is necessary if there are adapted second-level or se-

cond-generation vaccines.

Calling this ‘a new stage’ of our strategy to counter the 

coronavirus, she reminded there was a lot to build on and 

to learn from. “We know what works well. And equally 

we know where there were delays, disruptions and bott-

lenecks the first time round.”

With the HERA incubator, the Commission will focus on 

several key actions:

•	 detecting and analysing new variants of the virus

•	 developing vaccines against new variants for which 

existing vaccines may not be sufficiently effective

•	 producing at scale and speed vaccines adapted to 

new variants

Von der Leyen elaborated on the specific steps the Com-

mission plans to take, from funding new research pro-

jects to speeding up approval processes and ramping up 

production.

“The pandemic has shown us three things: We have to 

act early. We have to invest at large scale. We have to 

partner up”, von der Leyen concluded, summarising the 

core tasks of the HERA incubator.

PUBLIC HEALTH

HERA Incubator to anticipate the 
threat of COVID-19 variants
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On April 29, the UAL and 

Kimitec have develo-

ped a project under the 

name of ‘Cátedra Kimi-

tec-Farm to fork’ in which research, 

dissemination and research training 

activities will be launched under the 

concept ‘Farm to fork’ (from farm 

to fork). The purpose is to promote 

an agri-food production system that 

ensures food protection and, at the 

same time, the environmental impact 

it may have.

The activities will be focused on three 

areas. The first will aim to develop 

research, development and innova-

tion activities that will be oriented 

to R&D&I cooperation between Ki-

mitec and UAL. The second will be 

to highlight the scientific talent with 

formulas based on the promotion of 

training programs and development 

of research talent. The third will be 

scientific dissemination activities, 

dissemination and communication 

of the results of R+D+i activities ca-

rried out within the framework of the 

Chair.

The rector of the UAL, Carmelo Ro-

driguez highlights the importance 

of this project as it is about creating 

synergies with a leading company in 

biotechnology focused on agricultu-

ral production, while ensuring food 

security objectifying health. On the 

other hand, the vice-president of 

Kimitec comments that this alliance 

with the UAL is key to face the cha-

llenges that are proposed within the 

agricultural sector, promoting sustai-

nable development and at the same 

time boosting European research.

Kimitec is a biotechnology company 

that researches, develops and com-

mercializes biostimulants, biopesti-

cides, seed treatments, pre- and pro-

biotics based on obtaining natural 

molecules from the synergy of four 

natural sources: botany, microbiolo-

gy, microalgae and green chemistry. 

This pact aims to promote a sustaina-

ble environment, focusing on a pro-

gram for educational research and 

dissemination.

UAL and Kimitec create the 'Cátedra Kimitec Farm to fork' to 
promote R+D+i in the field of agri-foods

The UAL advances in 
R+D+i in agrifoods
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The UAL undergoes the most demanding validation to ensure that 
it is acting in the best possible way in the face of the virus, being 

the first university in Andalusia to achieve this certification.

With great satisfaction the Manage-

ment of the University of Almeria has 

received the notification coming from 

AENOR: it has been granted the Cer-

tification of Protocols in front of the COVID-19. This is a 

reason for huge tranquility, as it has been demonstrated 

that the document of measures developed by the Uni-

versity of Almeria against the coronavirus, implemented 

since the last months, brings together from the beginning 

the appropriate measures to protect and prevent possible 

infections of people in the university community and, in 

turn, make the campus as safe as possible.

This distinction supports, therefore, that the protocols 

developed by the LAU are aligned with the recommen-

dations of national and international organizations, as 

well as with recognized good practices in the education 

sector. In this way, obtaining the AENOR certification 

places the University of Almeria in the vanguard of the 

action against the COVID-19.

In order to obtain it, the University of Almeria has under-

gone exhaustive evaluations, both in person and through 

documentation. This certification supports a comprehen-

sive approach to the management of risks derived from 

COVID-19. For its part, AENOR has considered various 

aspects for its concession: management of specific risks 

in the organization, management of occupational health, 

good cleaning and hygiene practices, organizational me-

asures, protection measures, training, information and 

communication and crisis management and continuity 

of activities.

Thus, two commitments are joined, that of the UAL itself 

and that of AENOR, which has created this new certifica-

tion because of its interest in promoting various lines of 

action to strengthen the response capacity of our country 

to the crisis caused by the COVID-19, based on the evi-

dence that the proper implementation of good practices 

in the management of coronavirus is key to transfer to 

workers, customers and consumers the necessary gua-

rantees to generate confidence.

The University of Almeria is supported by this concession 

in its good practices in managing the risks derived from 

COVID-19 in its facilities and services, as AENOR states, 

adding that “the facilities and services that are audited 

will have the assurance that they are applying appropria-

te protocols to prevent the spread of COVID-19”. This 

has been the intention of the University of Almeria since 

it entered the State of Alarm in March 2020, always wat-

ching over the safety of its students and staff, teaching 

and research, and administration and services. By virtue 

of this, it developed a protocol that has managed to dis-

sipate the risk of infection on campus, provided with the 

strict application of the measures contained therein by 

the entire community. It is now the first public adminis-

tration in Almeria, the first university in Andalusia and 

the second in Spain, after that of Castilla La Mancha, to 

have such a prestigious endorsement..

THE UAL IN EUROPE

The University of Almeria, the first 
Andalusian university to obtain 
certification from AENOR’s COVID-19
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Tras una selección, El 

Hospital Universitario 

Torrecárdenas partici-

pará en la implantación 

del programa FOCUS. El programa 

FOCUS lleva en proceso desde el año 

2010 y con ello se pretende el diag-

nóstico precoz de infecciones como el 

VIH y la hepatitis C en hospitales y 

centros sanitarios. Todo esto gracias 

al acuerdo del Servicio Andaluz de 

Salud (SAS) y Gilead Sciences.

Una de las doctoras del Servicio de 

Hepatología del hospital referente de 

la provincia, Marta Casado, comenta 

que uno de los objetivos del proyecto 

es detectar el mayor número de in-

fectados posibles por hepatitis C. Se 

trata de un programa fundamental 

ya que supone un avance muy impor-

tante a nivel hospitalario. Además, 

será de ayuda a la hora de detectar 

el virus en pacientes que lo descono-

cen, asegurándose así de mejorar el 

pronóstico y proporcionar un trata-

miento adecuado.

El Hospital Torrecárdenas ha sido el 

único seleccionado para este progra-

ma dentro de Andalucía, siendo pre-

cisamente el primero en llevar a cabo 

un proceso innovador con el propósi-

to de acabar con esta infección vírica. 

Para que esto sea posible, se seguirán 

las recomendaciones mencionadas 

por la Organización Mundial de la 

Salud.

El programa FOCUS lleva en proceso desde el año 2010 y con ello 
se pretende el diagnóstico precoz de infecciones como el VIH y la 

hepatitis C en hospitales y centros sanitarios

Torrecárdenas: único hospital 
de Andalucía que participa en el 
programa FOCUS
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Sus nombres aparecen en el listado ‘Ranking of the World Scientists: 
World´s Top 2% Scientists’, compuesto por científicos cuyos trabajos 

han sido ampliamente citados durante el último año

Los investigadores de la UAL pertenecen al 

Departamento de Ingeniería Química y a las 

áreas de Expresión Gráfica en la Ingeniería, 

Química Analítica, Tecnología de los Alimen-

tos y Producción Vegetal.

Trece investigadores de la Universidad de Almería apa-

recen en el ‘Ranking of the World Scientists: World’s Top 

2 % Scientists’ elaborado por la Universidad de Stanford. 

Esta lista mide el impacto de las investigaciones en base 

a las veces que han sido citadas durante el último año.

El ranking completo, publicado en la revista científica 

PLOS Biology, incluye a algo más de 160.000 científicos 

internacionales de primer nivel, y pone de manifiesto la 

buena salud y el prestigio del que goza la investigación 

realizada por los investigadores de la Universidad de Al-

mería. La base de datos contempla 22 campos científicos 

y 176 subcampos, además de permitir conocer los resul-

tados de investigadores a lo largo de su trayectoria o en 

el año 2019.

En la elaboración del listado se ha tenido en cuenta in-

formación estandarizada sobre parámetros relacionados 

con las veces que un artículo es tomado como referencia 

y citado por otro investigador, el número de autores que 

firma cada artículo o la posición que ocupa cada uno de 

los firmantes. Los investigadores han sido distribuidos 

en 22 campos científicos diferentes, y son incluidos el 2% 

de los mejores en cada una de su disciplina principal, re-

presentando a instituciones de todo el mundo.

En este listado de los investigadores más influyentes del 

mundo aparecen trece científicos de diferentes ámbitos 

de trabajo de la Universidad de Almería. El que ocupa la 

mejor posición en el ranking es el catedrático del Depar-

tamento de Ingeniería Química, Emilio Molina Grima, 

seguido de los catedráticos Amadeo Rodríguez Fernán-

dez-Alba, del Área de Química Analítica, y Francisco R. 

Manzano Agugliaro, del Área de Expresión Gráfica en la 

Ingeniería.

En el listado aparecen, además, otros tres investigadores 

de Ingeniería Química –Francisco Gabriel Acién Fernán-

dez, José Antonio Sánchez Pérez y José María Fernán-

dez Sevilla–, cinco investigadores de Química Analítica 

–Antonia Garrido Frenich, Ana María Agüera López, 

José Luis Martínez Vidal, María José Gómez Ramos y 

Roberto Romero González–, un investigador del Área de 

Tecnología de los Alimentos –José Luis Guil Guerrero– y 

otro del de Producción Vegetal–Rodney B. Thompson–.

El vicerrector de Investigación e Innovación, Diego Luis 

Valera, ha hecho una valoración muy positiva de esta 

noticia, subrayando que la UAL se encuentra muy bien 

posicionada a nivel nacional e internacional.

THE UAL IN EUROPE

13 investigadores de la UAL, 
entre los más influyentes del 
mundo
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Every year the the Regional Gover-

nment of Andalusia (hereinafter: 

Junta de Andalucía) awards the An-

dalusian Flag honorary distinction to 

recognise those institutions or indi-

viduals who have carried out meri-

torious actions and services for the 

benefit of each province.

Institutional act

The delegate of the Government of 

Andalusia in Almeria, Maribel San-

chez Torregrosa, has announced the 

names of the eleven people or enti-

ties that will receive the award in the 

province of Almeria. In this city, the 

institutional act was presided over by 

Marta Bosquet, President of the Par-

liament and Carmen Crespo, Minis-

ter of Agriculture, Livestock, Fishe-

ries and Sustainable Development, 

both from Almeria.

Area of Research, 

Science and Health

Covid-19 has marked the event and 

many awards have been in recogni-

tion of the fight against the pande-

mic. In Almeria, Health Management 

Area of the North of Almeria , the 

Almeria Primary Care District and 

the Poniente Primary Care District 

received the Andalusian Flag for Re-

search, Science and Health.

Rest of awards in 

the province

	● Institute of Almerian Studies. 

Andalusian Flag of Social Scien-

ces and Literature.

	● Cervantes Theatre. Andalusian 

Flag of the Arts

	● Iván Fernández Ruiz. Andalu-

sian Flag for Sport

	● MAAVi Foundation. Andalusian 

Flag of Solidarity and Concord.

	● Illustrious Official College of So-

cial Graduates of Almeria. The 

Andalusian Flag of Economy and 

Business.

	● Northern Health Management 

Area of Almeria, the Primary 

Care District of Almeria and the 

Poniente Primary Care District. 

Andalusian Flag for Research, 

Science and Health

	● Agrícola Navarro de Haro S.L. 

Andalusian Flag for the Projec-

tion of the Province.

	● Ecomares Project. Andalusian 

Flag for Environmental Merit.

	● Jesús Peregrín Mula. Andalusian 

Flag for Human Values

	● José María Rossell Recasens - 

Grupo Hoteles Playa, S.A. - Sena-

tor Hotels & Resorts and Diego 

García Molina, president of the 

Provincial Association of Hotel 

and Catering Businessmen of Al-

mería (ASHAL), posthumously. 

Flag of Andalusia in recognition 

of the special trajectory in the de-

fence and promotion of the gene-

ral interest of the province.

The Andalusian Flag for Research, Science and Health was awarded 
to the Health Management Area of the North of Almeria , the Almeria 

Primary Care District and the Poniente Primary Care District

Andalusian Flag Awards in 
recognition of the work of 
people of Almeria

FULL NEWS
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Vaccination against CO-

VID-19 started on 27 

December 2020 across 

the European Union, in 

a moment of unity.

To date, 4 safe and effective CO-

VID-19 vaccines have been licensed 

for use in the EU, following positive 

scientific recommendations from the 

European Medicines Agency:

BioNTech-Pfizer: On 21 Decem-

ber 2020, the European Commission 

granted conditional marketing au-

thorisation to the COVID-19 vaccine 

developed by BioNTech and Pfizer, 

thus becoming the first COVID-19 

vaccine licensed in the EU.

Moderna: On 6 January 2021, the 

European Commission granted con-

ditional marketing authorisation for 

the COVID-19 vaccine developed by 

Moderna, which became the second 

COVID-19 vaccine authorised in the 

EU.

AstraZeneca: On 29 January 2021, 

the European Commission granted 

conditional marketing authorisation 

for the COVID-19 vaccine developed 

by AstraZeneca, making it the third 

COVID-19 vaccine authorised in the 

EU.

Johnson & Johnson: On 11 March 

2021, the European Commission 

granted a conditional marketing au-

thorisation for the COVID-19 vaccine 

COVID-19 VACCINATION IN EUROPE

developed by Janssen Pharmaceu-

tica NV, thus becoming the fourth 

COVID-19 vaccine authorised in the 

EU.. 

Vaccination in the 

EU

Although the vaccination process 

is progressing steadily in all EU 

countries, the pace of vaccination 

is uneven across Europe, with some 

countries being more effective in vac-

cinating their populations.

COVID-19 vaccination in Europe
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Immunisation trends in Italy, France, Spain and Germany. Percentage of population with com-

plete regimen. Source: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control.
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Country % population 
with complete 
dose

% population 
with first dose

Doses Administered

Malta 23,4% 43,5% 289.457
Hungary 20,6% 44,6% 5.252.379
Denmark 12,5% 26,2% 1.805.829
Iceland 11,6% 28,7% 113.783
Liechtenstein 11,6% 24,3% 11.426
Romania 11,5% 19,4% 4.841.492
Austria 11,1% 29,4% 2.974.179
Ireland 11,1% 28,3% 1.482.568
Italy 11% 26,4% 18.722.924
Czech Repu-
blic

10,9% 21,6% 2.827.327

France 10,5% 26,7% 19.643.905
Greece 10,3% 23,6% 3.003.565
Lithuania 10,2% 28,1% 879.067
Slovenia 10,2% 23,7% 583.287
Luxembourg 10,1% 26% 1804.84
Spain 10% 27,6% 14.688.229
Slovakia 9,8% 23,3% 1.472.220
Portugal 9,6% 25,9% 3.053.271
Cyprus 9,5% 27,9% 267.802
Estonia 9,3% 28,9% 409.573
Poland 9,2% 26,5% 10.985.684
Sweden 9% 28,1% 3.017.464
Germany 8,6% 28,1% 25.489.567
Belgium 8,5% 31% 3.633.609
Netherlands 8,2% 28,7% 5.176.010
Norway 7,1% 28% 1.489.114
Croatia 5,1% 18,8% 805.183
Finland 3,5% 34,6% 1.702.098
Bulgaria 3,3% 10,2% 776.288
Latvia 2,4% 13,4% 244.170

Population with

1 dose

As of 30 April, 34.4% of the EU population had recei-

ved at least one dose of one of the EU-licensed vaccines. 

The countries with the highest percentage of the popula-

tion vaccinated with at least one of the doses required to 

achieve immunisation against COVID-19 were: Hungary 

(44.6% of the population with at least one of the doses), 

Malta (43.5%), Finland (34.6%), Belgium (31%), and 

Austria (29.4%).

Countries with the slowest vaccination progress were: 

Czech Republic (21.6%), Romania (19.4%), Croatia 

(18.8%), Latvia (13.4%) and Bulgaria (10.2%).

population with full dose

As of 30 April, 12% of EU citizens had received the full 

course of one of the EU-licensed vaccines and have there-

fore been immunised against COVID-19.  

The countries which, to date, have vaccinated the highest 

percentage of their citizens are: Malta (23.4% of its popu-

lation vaccinated), Hungary (20.6%), Denmark (12.5%), 

Iceland (11.6%) and Liechtenstein (11.6%).

The countries where the number of people immunised 

through the administration of vaccines were: Norway 

(7.1%), Croatia (5.1%), Finland (3.5%), Bulgaria (3.3%) 

and Latvia (2.4%).

Europe vaccination as at 30-
04-21



During the first quarter 

of 2021, COVID-19 

cases continued to 

increase steadily. 

The European continent 

started the year with a total 

of 27,552,498 people infected 

with COVID-19 and 585,110 

deaths from COVID-19. As of 31 

March, the number of reported 

cases in Europe grew by 63.74% 

to 45,115,099 positive cases. 

Unfortunately, deaths also rose 

by 65.38% during this period, 

reaching a staggering 967,702 

deaths. 

The countries with the most repor-

ted cases of COVID-19 were Fran-

ce (4,705,068 reported cases, ac-

counting for 10.43% of all cases in 

Europe), Russia (4,494,234 cases, 

accounting for 9.96% of all Euro-

pean cases), the UK (4,359,982 

reported cases, accounting for 

9.66% of all positive cases in Eu-

rope), Italy (3,584,899 reported 

cases, accounting for 9.66% of all 

positive cases in Europe), Italy 

(3,584,899 reported cases, ac-

counting for 9.66% of all positive 

cases in Europe) and the United 

Kingdom (4,359,982 cases, ac-

counting for 9.66% of all positive 

cases in Europe). 584,899 cases 

reported and 7.95% of all cases in 

Europe), Turkey (3,317,182 cases 

reported, 7.53% of all positives), 

Spain (3,284,353 cases reported, 

7.3% of all European cases) and 

Germany (2,843,644 cases repor-

ted, or 6.3% of all cases in Euro-

pe).

However, if we look at the num-

ber of inhabitants, the coun-

tries with the most cases are the 

Czech Republic (14,575 cases per 

100,000 inhabitants), San Marino 

(14,519), Andorra (14,515), Mon-

tenegro (14,078), Luxembourg 

(11,214) and Slovenia (10,460). 

The countries that had registered 

the fewest cases at the end of the 

year were Vatican City (27 cases), 

Monaco (2,288), Liechtenstein 

COVID-19 Evolution in Europe
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Evolution of COVID-19 during the first quarter of 2021 in Europe. Source Johns Hopkins University

COVID-19 IN EUROPE
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(2,670), San Marino (4,730) Iceland (6,205) and 

Andorra (12,010). However, if we again look at the 

number of infections per 100,000 population, the 

countries least affected by the pandemic to date are 

Uzbekistan (239 cases), Finland (1,415), Kazakhstan 

(1,634), Norway (1,870), Iceland (1,905) and Greece 

(2,437).

COVID-19 fatalities in 
Europe

In terms of the lethality of the disease caused by the 

virus, the countries with the highest number of fata-

lities as of 31 March 2021 are the United Kingdom 

(126,955), Italy (109,346), Russia (97,219), France 

(95,798), Germany (76,589) and Spain (75,459). Ta-

king into account the number of inhabitants in each 

country, the countries where the virus has been most 

lethal are San Marino (257 deaths per 100,000 inha-

bitants), the Czech Republic (251), Hungary (209), 

Belgium (205), Bosnia and Herzegovina (199), the 

United Kingdom (198) and Montenegro (196). The 

countries that have fortunately recorded fewer dea-

ths are Vatican City (0 deaths), Monaco (28), Ice-

land (29), Liechtenstein (56), San Marino (84) and 

Andorra (115). If we take into consideration the 

number of inhabitants of each country, the coun-

tries with the fewest deaths caused by the virus are 

Vatican City, Uzbekistan (1.82 deaths per 100,000 

inhabitants), Iceland (8 deaths per 100,000 inha-

bitants), Uzbekistan (8 deaths per 100,000 inhabi-

tants), Iceland (8 deaths per 100,000 inhabitants) 

and Andorra (8 deaths per 100,000). The countries 

that have fortunately recorded the fewest deaths are 

Vatican City (0 deaths), Monaco (3), Iceland (29), 

Liechtenstein (39), San Marino (59) and Andorra 

(84). If we take into consideration the number of 

inhabitants of each country, the countries with the 

fewest deaths caused by the virus are Vatican City, 

Uzbekistan (1.78 deaths per 100,000 inhabitants), 

Monaco (8.24), Norway (8.48), Iceland (8.9) and 

Finland (10.25).

European countries 
most affected by 
COVID-19
The following is an analysis of the evolution during 

the first quarter of 2021 of total cases, deaths and 

recovered persons in those European countries with 

the highest number of confirmed cases at the end of 

March 2021.

france

During the first quarter of 2021, the number of po-

sitive cases increased by 74.45% in France. At the 

end of March, France had 4,705,068 infected cases. 

In terms of deaths, during this period the number of 

deaths increased by 47.62% to 95,798 deaths due to 

COVID-19.

Russia

During the first quarter of 2021, the number of posi-

tive cases in Russia increased by 42.49%. By the end 

Evolución casos de COVID-19 durante el primer trimestre del año 2021 

en Alemania, España, Francia, Italia, Reino Unido, Rusia y Turquía.



of March, Russia had 4,494,234 

infected people. In terms of dea-

ths, during this period the num-

ber of deaths increased by 71.16% 

to 97,219 deaths due to COVID-19.

united kingdom

During the first quarter of 2021, 

the number of positive cases in 

the UK increased by 71%. At the 

end of March, the UK reached 

4,359,982 infected. In terms of 

deaths, during this period the 

number of deaths increased by 

71.01% to 126,955 deaths due to 

COVID-19.

italy

During the first quarter of 2021, 

the number of positive cases in 

Italy increased by 68.35%. At 

the end of March, Italy reached 

3,584,899 infected people. In 

COVID-19 EVOLUTION IN EUROPE
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terms of deaths, during this 

period the number of deaths 

increased by 46.54% to 109,346 

deaths due to COVID-19.

Turkey

During the first quarter of 2021, 

the number of positive cases in 

Turkey increased by 49.37%. At 

the end of March, Turkey reached 

3,317,182 infected people. In ter-

ms of deaths, during this period 

the number of deaths increased 

by 49.51% to 31,537 deaths due to 

COVID-19.

spain

During the first quarter of 2021, 

the number of positive cases 

in Spain increased by 70.32%. 

At the end of March, Spain had 

3,284,353 infected cases. In ter-

ms of deaths, during this period 

Evolution of COVID-19 deaths during the first quarter of 2021 in Germany, Spain, France, Italy, United Kingdom, Russia and Turkey.

the number of deaths increased 

by 48.43% to 75,459 deaths due 

to COVID-19.

germany

During the first quarter of 2021, 

the number of positive cases in 

Germany increased by 61.32%. At 

the end of March, Germany rea-

ched 2,843,644 infected persons. 

In terms of deaths, during this pe-

riod the number of deaths increa-

sed by 124.3% to 76,589 deaths 

due to COVID-19.
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EU CALLS



POSTDOCTORAL POSITION 
IN NEUROSCIENCE IN JAPAN

REQUIREMENTS

A PhD in neurophysiology / molecular biology / biomedical engineering 
/ data science, or related discipline is required.

Electrophysiological experiments with rodents, including perturbation 
experiments using ultrasonic stimulation, electrical stimulation and/or 
drug infusion.

Electronics handling skills to perform insitu experiments.

Neural data analysis with Python and/or MATLAB

Molecular biology skills for viral vector packaging

Histological analysis

TASKS

A postdoctoral researcher is sought to support a study to evaluate the 
efficacy of non-invasive ultrasonic stimulation in the regulation and/or 
prevention of neurological and psychiatric disorders such as epileptic 
seizures, schizophrenia and addiction.

RESEARCH AREA

Neurosciences

DEADLINE
01 June 2021

ORGANISATION
Osaka City 
University

LOCATION 
Japan

MORE INFORMATION

EURAXESS

EDC UAL Nº5360

Postdoctoral neuroscience fellowship availa-
ble at the Department of Physiology (Takeuchi 
Group), Osaka City University School of Medi-
cine, Osaka, Japan.

https://www.cde.ual.es/plaza-para-postdoctorado-en-neurociencia-en-japon/


63

MORE INFORMATIONPOST-DOCTORAL FELLOWSHIP 
IN AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES 
IN KOREA

REQUIREMENTS

A doctorate in a related discipline. Research disciplines include, among 
others, chemistry, the main branches of engineering, biology, mathe-
matics, physics and other interdisciplinary fields. Engineering disciplines 
include, among others, electrical engineering, computer science, in-
formation technology, energy and environment, nanotechnology and 
materials science, and emerging technology. We emphasise interdisci-
plinary research.

In-depth knowledge and proven academic and applied research skills.

Demonstrated ability to teach.

Candidates should have published in international journals and have 
been involved in obtaining external funding.

RESEARCH AREA 

Agricultural Sciences

DEADLINE
30 November 2021

ORGANISATION
Jiaxing University

LOCATION
South Korea
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EURAXESS

This position is included in the China Talent Pro-
gramme, applicants will need to submit an 
application form with supporting documents 
for panel review.

https://www.cde.ual.es/plaza-de-postdoctorado-en-ciencias-agricolas-en-corea/


POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH IN 
ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY IN 
TAIWAN

The position is located in the Department of Chemistry, National Tsing 
Hua University (Taiwan). Postgraduate research will involve the develo-
pment of new analytical tools based on mass spectrometry and optical 
detection.

REQUIREMENTS

In general, candidates should have a PhD degree in analytical chemis-
try. However, candidates with PhD degrees in engineering, electronics, 
computer science or biochemistry may also be considered if they can 
clearly complement the team's expertise in certain areas. Those with 
previous experience in mass spectrometry, instrumentation develop-
ment or microfluidics are especially welcome to apply.

RESEARCH AREA

Chemistry

DEADLINE
30 June 2021

ORGANISATION
National Tsing Hua 
University

LOCATION
Taiwan 

MORE INFORMATION

EURAXESS

EDC UAL Nº5362

Urban Lab invites applications for a postdoctoral 
research assistant position in analytical chemis-
try.

https://www.cde.ual.es/investigacion-postdoctoral-en-quimica-analitica-en-taiwan/
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TRAINEESHIPS AT THE COURT 
OF JUSTICE

REQUIREMENTS

Be a citizen of an EU Member State;

hold a university degree in law or political science (law must predo-
minate) or, for traineeships in the Interpreting Directorate, a diploma 
in conference interpreting, possibly supplemented by a postgraduate 
diploma, or equivalent professional experience;

Trainees have the opportunity to perfect their interpreting skills, parti-
cularly in the field of legal interpreting, through the preparation of dos-
siers, terminology research and practical exercises in a "quiet booth".

BENEFITS

The grant paid is EUR 1 177.00 net per month.

A contribution of EUR 150 towards travel expenses is also granted to re-
munerated trainees whose place of residence is 200 km or more from 
the seat of the Court of Justice of the European Union.

DEADLINE
15 September 2021

MORE INFORMATION

EURODESK

63EDC UAL Nº53

Each year, the European Court of Justice offers 
a limited number of paid traineeships of a maxi-
mum duration of five months. 

https://www.cde.ual.es/practicas-en-el-tribunal-de-justicia/
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TRAINEESHIPS AT THE 
EUROPEAN BANK AUTHORITY

REQUIREMENTS

Recent university graduates, who have completed their studies no more than five 
years before the closing date for applications.

Nationals of the Member States of the European Union, Iceland, Liechtenstein, 
Norway and the candidate countries;

have a very good knowledge of English, the official working language of the EBA.

HOW TO APPLY

Applicants should submit their application in English to EBA-Traineeship-Applica-
tions@eba.europa.eu;

They should indicate the reference number of the traineeship they are applying 
for and add their first and last name in the subject line of their email (e.g. TR LE-
GAL 2019_First Name, Last name).

DEADLINE
31 December 2021

MORE INFORMATION

EURODESK

EDC UAL Nº5364

The European Bank Authority (EBA) is an independent EU 
authority that works to ensure effective and consistent 
prudential regulation and supervision across the Euro-
pean banking sector. Its overall objectives are to main-
tain financial stability in the EU and to safeguard the in-
tegrity, efficiency and orderly functioning of the banking 
sector.

https://www.cde.ual.es/practicas-en-la-eba/
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INTERNSHIPS AT THE 
WORLD BANK

REQUIREMENTS

Paid internships are available for the winter and summer programmes. It is open to 
national students from the Bank's member countries. Candidates must hold a uni-
versity degree and already be enrolled in a full-time graduate study programme 
(pursuing a master's or doctoral degree with plans to return to full-time study).

This programme seeks candidates in the following fields: economics, finance, hu-
man resource development (public health, education, nutrition, population), so-
cial sciences (anthropology, sociology), agriculture, environment, private sector 
development, as well as other related fields. Fluency in English is required.

BENEFITS

The Bank pays an hourly wage to all interns and, where appropriate, provides a 
travel allowance. Interns are responsible for their own accommodation. Most po-
sitions are located in Washington, DC, with a minimum duration of four weeks.

DEADLINE
31 October 2021

MORE INFORMATION

EURODESK
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The World Bank offers internships to young people inte-
rested in learning more about the economic and social 
issues that affect the lives of people around the world. 
The programme offers work-study opportunities that pro-
vide hands-on experience.

https://www.cde.ual.es/practicas-en-el-banco-mundial/
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EU PRIZE FOR WOMEN 
INNOVATORS

But Europe risks missing out on these opportunities if half of its population is ignored 
as a source of innovation and creative talent. 

In doing so, the EU aims to raise awareness of the need for more women innovators 
and to create role models for women and girls around the world.

The prize is awarded to the most talented female entrepreneurs from across the EU 
and Horizon Europe partner countries who have founded a successful company 
and brought innovation to the market. The award is launched and managed by 
the European Innovation Council and the SME Executive Agency, and the winners 
are chosen by a jury of independent experts.

In the main category "Women Innovators", three prizes of EUR 100 000 each are 
awarded to women who, in the opinion of the jury, have excelled in all the award 
criteria and have stood out from the other candidates. In the second category, 
a prize of EUR 50,000 is awarded to a promising "Emerging Innovator" aged 30 or 
younger.

EXPECTED IMPACT

The awards will raise public awareness of the potential, importance and contri-
bution of women to the innovation ecosystem, and create strong role models to 
inspire other women to become innovators.

DEADLINE
30 June 2021

EDC UAL Nº5366

MORE INFORMATION

HORIZON EUROPE

The opportunities created by new technologies 
and disruptive innovations promise to deliver the 
fair and sustainable recovery that Europe needs. 

https://www.cde.ual.es/horizonte-europa-premio-de-la-ue-para-mujeres-innovadoras/
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INNOVATIONS FOR ECONOMIC 
RECOVERY IN THE FRAMEWORK OF 
THE GREEN DEAL

The EIC Accelerator Challenges programme supports companies (mainly start-ups 
and SMEs) to develop high-impact innovations with the potential to create new 
or disrupt existing markets in identified areas of strategic relevance. Like the EIC 
Accelerator Open programme (Section II.3 of the EIC Work Programme 2021), EIC 
Accelerator Challenges focus on innovations that are based on scientific discove-
ries or technological breakthroughs ("deep tech") and where significant funding 
is needed for a long period of time before benefits can be generated ("patient 
capital").

PRIORITY PROJECTS

Within the objectives of the Green Deal, specific priority is given to projects rela-
ted to key innovations related to the green economic transition, as identified in 
the Recovery Plan for Europe.1,2 In this respect, at least 50% of the companies 
selected for the interview phase must have submitted proposals related to one of 
the following areas:

•	 Renewable energies, including hydrogen and energy storage

•	 Integrated building renovation

•	 Low carbon industries

•	 Batteries and other energy storage systems

DEADLINE
09 June 2021

MORE INFORMATION

HORIZON EUROPE
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https://www.cde.ual.es/horizonte-europa-innovaciones-para-la-recuperacion-economica-en-el-marco-del-pacto-verde/
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MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY 
AND DEVICES: FROM THE 
LABORATORY TO THE PATIENT

SCOPE

EU-funded early-stage research into innovative medical technologies and devices 
is uncovering unique opportunities to benefit patients and support clinicians.

Medical device and technology companies face long and investment-intensive 
product development cycles, complex regulatory procedures, slow market ac-
ceptance requiring support from key opinion leaders, and intensive early adopter 
follow-up. In addition to an established technology, a well-developed and realistic 
exploitation pathway is needed with an emphasis on achieving market acceptan-
ce as proof of the clinical and commercial potential of the idea.

EXPECTED IMPACT

Proposals submitted to this call for transition challenges should aim to:

Perform the R&D necessary to move from an existing prototype trial technology 
to an advanced version to initiate clinical evaluation.

Develop an exploitation strategy, describing qualitatively and quantitatively the 
proposed pathway to the patient and describing an investable proposal.

The EIC will consider proposals with a requested Community contribution of up to 
EUR 2.5 million and a duration of up to 3 years, as appropriate.

DEADLINE
22 September 2021

MORE INFORMATION

HORIZON EUROPE

EDC UAL Nº5368

https://www.cde.ual.es/horizonte-europa-tecnologia-y-dispositivos-medicos-del-laboratorio-al-paciente/
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Title: Case C-362/19 P Commission v Futbol Club Barcelona. Judgment of the Court (Fif-
th Chamber) of 4 March 2021.
Summary: By its appeal, the European Commission seeks the annulment of the judg-
ment of the General Court of 26 February 2019, Fútbol Club Barcelona v Commission, by 
which the General Court annulled Commission Decision (EU) 2016/2391 of 4 July 2016 
on State aid SA.29769 (2013/C) (ex 2013/NN) granted by Spain to certain football clubs.
Date of publication: 04-04-2021
Author: Court of Justice of the European Union
Keywords: Appeal - State aid - Aid granted to certain professional football clubs - Article 
107(1) TFEU - Concept of 'advantage' - Aid scheme - Regulation (EU) 2015/1589 - Article 
1(d) - Reduced rate of taxation - Non-profit-making entities - Less advantageous tax de-
duction - Relevance - Accession to the appeal. 

Title: Case C-652/19 KO v Consulmarketing. Judgment of the Court (Second Chamber) 
of 17 March 2021.
Summary: Reference for a preliminary ruling concerns the interpretation of Council 
Directive 98/59/EC of 20 July 1998 on the approximation of the laws of the Member 
States relating to collective redundancies, Clause 4 of the Framework Agreement on fixed-
term work concluded on 18 March 1999, annexed to Council Directive 1999/70/EC of 28 
June 1999 concerning the Framework Agreement on fixed-term work concluded by ETUC, 
UNICE and CEEP.
Date of publication: 17-03-2021
Author: Court of Justice of the European Union
Keywords: Non-discrimination - Preliminary ruling - Citizenship of the European Union 
- Articles 18 TFEU and 21 TFEU - Extradition of a citizen of the Union to a non-member 
country - Person who has acquired citizenship of the Union after transferring his centre of 
vital interests to the requested Member State - Scope of Union law - Prohibition on extra-
dition applying only to own nationals.

Title: Case C-739/19 VK v An Bord Pleanála. Judgment of the Court (First Chamber) of 
10 March 2021.
Summary: The reference for a preliminary ruling concerns the interpretation of Article 
5 of Council Directive 77/249/EEC of 22 March 1977 to facilitate the effective exercise by 
lawyers of freedom to provide services.
Date of publication: 10-03-2021
Author: Court of Justice of the European Union
Keywords: Reference for a preliminary ruling - Freedom to provide services for lawyers 
- Directive 77/249/EEC - Article 5 - Obligation on a visiting lawyer providing services, 
representing a client in national court proceedings, to act in agreement with a lawyer prac-
tising before the court seised - Limits of competition - Allegation of abuse of a dominant 
position in the form of commercial practices covered by contractual provisions

RECOMMENDED BIBLIOGRAPHY / JUDGEMENTS

EDC UAL Nº5370

https://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/asunto-c-362-19-p-comision-futbol-club-barcelona-sentencia-del-tribunal-de-justicia-sala-quinta-de-4-de-marzo-de-2021/
https://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/asunto-c-398-19-procedimiento-relativo-a-la-extradicion-de-by-extradicion-a-ucrania-sentencia-del-tribunal-de-justicia-gran-sala-de-17-de-diciembre-de-2020/
https://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/asunto-c-739-19-vk-an-bord-pleanala-sentencia-del-tribunal-de-justicia-sala-primera-de-10-de-marzo-de-2021/


Title: Regulation (EU) 2021/523 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 
March 2021 establishing the InvestEU Programme
Summary: This Regulation establishes the InvestEU Fund, which will provide an EU 
guarantee to support financing and investment operations carried out by partner mana-
ging entities that contribute to the Union's internal policy objectives.
This Regulation also establishes an advisory mechanism to support the development of 
investable projects and access to finance and provide related capacity building assistance 
("InvestEU Advisory Hub").
Date of publication: 24-03-2021
Author: European Parliament and Council
Keywords: European Union-EU Law-EU Act-EU Regulation 

Title: Regulation (EU) 2021/444 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 
March 2021 establishing the Customs programme for cooperation in the customs field
Summary:This Regulation establishes the Customs programme for cooperation in the 
customs field for the period from 1 January 2021 to 31 December 2027. The duration of 
the Programme shall be in line with the duration of the multiannual financial framework. 
This Regulation also lays down the objectives of the Programme, the budget for the period 
2021-2027, the forms of Union funding and the rules for providing such funding.
Date of publication: 11-03-2021
Author: European Parliament and Council
Keywords: European Union-EU Law- Eu act- Regulation (EU)

Title: Regulation (EU) 2021/241 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 
February 2021 establishing the Resilience and Recovery Mechanism.
Summary:This Regulation establishes the Recovery and Resilience Mechanism.
It also sets out the objectives of the Facility, its financing, the modalities of Union funding 
under the Facility and the rules for the provision of such funding.
Date of publication: 12-02-2021
Author: European Parliament and Council
Keywords: European Union , European Union law , EU act, regulation (EU) 

RECOMMENDED BIBLIOGRAPHY / LEGISLATION
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http://cde.ual.es/ficha/reglamento-ue-2021-523-del-parlamento-europeo-y-del-consejo-de-24-de-marzo-de-2021-por-el-que-se-establece-el-programa-investeu/
https://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/reglamento-ue-2021-444-del-parlamento-europeo-y-del-consejo-de-11-de-marzo-de-2021-por-el-que-se-establece-el-programa-aduana-para-la-cooperacion-en-el-ambito-aduanero/
https://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/reglamento-ue-2021-241-del-parlamento-europeo-y-del-consejo-de-12-de-febrero-de-2021-por-el-que-se-establece-el-mecanismo-de-recuperacion-y-resiliencia/


RECOMMENDED READING / ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

Title: Analysis of developments in EU capital flows in the global context. Increasing 
uncertainty in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic
Summary: This report presents an analysis of the main trends and developments in 
EU and global capital flows up to 2019, as well as the challenges posed by the Covid-19 
pandemic.
Date of publication: 11-03-2021
Author: CEPS; Directorate-General for Financial Stability, Financial Services and Capi-
tal Markets Union; Jahn, Marvin; Musmeci, Roberto; Gros, Daniel; Capolongo, Angela; 
Alcidi, Cinzia
Keywords: debt , coronavirus disease , direct investment , foreign investment , capital 
market , currency , newly industrialised country , commodity price , financial risk , fo-
reign investment , financial risk

Title: Recession and recovery. The distribution of EU firm growth 2005-2014
Summary: This report investigates firm growth before, during and after the Great Reces-
sion 2007-2009. We use a representative sample of firms from the business economy of 16 
European Union (EU) Member States between 2005 and 2014.
Date of publication: 22-02-2021
Author: Joint Research Centre; Janiri, Mario L; Kornejew, Martin; Flachenecker, Florian
Keywords: economic growth , business , coronavirus disease , research report , economic 
recession , economic recovery , economic growth , business , economic recovery

Title: Supervisory banking statistics
Summary: Banking supervision statistics for the second quarter of 2020: October 
2020 provided by the European Central Bank
Date of publication: 11-03-2021
Author: European Central Bank
Keywords: banking activity , economic statistics , banking supervision , financial insti-
tution , banking statistics

EDC UAL Nº5372

https://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/supervisory-banking-statistics/
https://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/analysis-of-developments-in-eu-capital-flows-in-the-global-context-increasing-uncertainty-in-the-wake-of-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/recession-and-recovery-the-distribution-of-eu-firm-growth-2005-2014/


RECOMMENDED READING / ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

Title: European Investment Bank financial report 2020
Summary: In 2020, the Bank's loan signatures amounted to EUR 66.1bn. This report 
includes the 2020 financial statements and the audit report for both the EIB and the 
EIB Group.
Date of publication: 0-05-2021
Author: European Investment Bank
Keywords: audit , European Investment Bank , financial statistics , public finances , 
activity report , financial statistics , public finance , activity report

Title: The birth of new high growth enterprises
Summary: Internationalisation and the adoption of new digital technologies play an 
important role in the formation of new high-growth firms. This paper examines this rela-
tionship for high-growth firms in Europe and the UK, using data from the EIB Investment 
Survey and ORBIS.
Date of publication: 18-05-2021
Author: European Investment Bank ,Pál, Rozália ; Teruel, Mercedes ; Coad, Alex ; Dom-
nick, Clemens ; Lorenzo, Mario ; Flachenecker, Florian ; Harasztosi, Péter
Keywords: economic growth , business , coronavirus disease , research report , economic 
recession , economic recovery , economic growth , business , economic recovery

Title: Recovery, Transformation and Resilience Plan
Summary: The Plan will guide the implementation of 72 billion euros of European 
funds until 2023 and will mobilise 50% of the resources available to Spain over the next 
three years thanks to the Next Generation EU instrument.
Date of publication: 30-04-2021
Author: Government of Spain
Keywords: economy, recovery, Spain, plan, aid, fund, Europe
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https://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/plan-de-recuperacion-transformacion-y-resiliencia/
https://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/european-investment-bank-financial-report-2020/
https://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/the-birth-of-new-high-growth-enterprises/


Title: The Covid-19 pandemic and intimate partner violence against women in the EU
Summary: The spikes in reports of domestic violence during the Covid-19 closures 
were a grim reminder that women are often the most at risk from those they know. This 
study examines the measures EU Member States have taken to protect women from inti-
mate partner violence during the pandemic and offers recommendations on what could 
be improved to ensure that victims have access to support services in times of crisis.
Date of publication: 11-03-2021
Author: European Institute for Gender Equality
Keywords: victim support , coronavirus disease , epidemic , EU Member State , women 
, conflict prevention , conflict prevention , domestic violence , domestic violence

Title: Guidance for COVID-19 quarantine and testing of travellers
Summary: This document provides evidence-based guidance on quarantine and tes-
ting of travellers in EU/EEA countries in the context of the emergence of variants of 
concern of SARS-CoV-2 (COV). It follows the provisions of Council Recommendation 
(EU) 2021/119 of 1 February 2021 amending Recommendation (EU) 2020/1475 on a 
coordinated approach to the restriction of free movement in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic.
Date of publication: 12-03-2021
Author: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control
Keywords: coronavirus, COVID-19, quarantine, testing, epidemiological situation, 
transmission

Title: Introducing a coherent European framework for tuning COVID-19 response mea-
sures
Summary: This document presents a coherent, but not prescriptive, framework for tu-
ning COVID-19 response measures in the European Union and the European Economic 
Area (EU/EEA). It aims to ensure effectiveness and promote public confidence and com-
pliance, while protecting the health of European citizens.
Date of publication: 17-03-2021
Author: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control
Keywords: coronavirus, COVID-19, framework, measures, Member States

RECOMMENDED BIBLIOGRAPHY / HEALTH
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https://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/the-covid-19-pandemic-and-intimate-partner-violence-against-women-in-the-eu/
https://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/guidance-for-covid-19-quarantine-and-testing-of-travellers/
https://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/introducing-a-coherent-european-framework-for-tuning-covid-19-response-measures/


Title: Objectives of vaccination strategies against COVID-19
Summary:This paper provides an overview of the possible objectives of vaccination 
strategies against COVID-19 and reflects on their possible implications.
Date of publication: 23-04-2021
Author: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control
Keywords: coronavirus, COVID-19, vaccination, targeting

Title: Public procurement in healthcare systems
Summary: In the EU, an average of 8.3% of GDP is spent on health services and me-
dical goods. The procurement of these goods and services is often subject to public pro-
curement. 
Date of publication: 12-05-2021
Author: Health and Food Safety Directorate-General (European Commission)
Keywords: public procurement , health care , investment , health policy , public health 
, health service , health policy , public health , health care

Title: Expert Panel on effective ways of investing in Health (EXPH)
Summary: Every year, more than 250,000 public authorities in the EU spend around 
14% of GDP (about ¤2 trillion) on the purchase of services, works and supplies. Many of 
these are in the health sector, where public authorities are the main purchasers in many 
countries. When these purchases exceed certain thresholds, EU public procurement ru-
les apply. 
Date of publication: 07-05-2021
Author: Directorate-General for Health and Food Safety
Keywords: public procurement , patients' rights , EU funding , pharmaceutical indus-
try , health industry , health organisation , e-health , health service , health technology , 
public procurement , healthcare organisation , health service

RECOMMENDED BIBLIOGRAPHY / HEALTH
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https://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/objectives-of-vaccination-strategies-against-covid-19/
https://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/public-procurement-in-healthcare-systems/
https://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/expert-panel-on-effective-ways-of-investing-in-health-exph/


Title: Land-based wildfire prevention
Summary: This brochure, produced by the European Commission with the support of 
national fire management experts, provides an overview of current and future trends in 
forest fires in Europe, as well as tools for monitoring them at European and national level.
Date of publication: 22-03-2021
Author: Joint Research Centre (European Commission)
Keywords: green economy , renewable energy , renewable energy , coronavirus disease 
, EU strategy , environmental impact , report , innovation , energy research , energy effi-
ciency , clean technology , clean technology

Title: Forest fire prevention on land
Summary: This brochure, produced by the European Commission with the support of 
national fire management experts, provides an overview of current and future trends in 
forest fires in Europe, as well as tools for monitoring them at European and national level.
Date of publication: 22-03-2021
Author: Joint Research Centre (European Commission)
Keywords: green economy , renewable energy , renewable energy , renewable energy , 
coronavirus disease , EU strategy , environmental impact , report , innovation , energy 
research , energy efficiency , clean technology , green economy , clean technology

Title: COVID-19 and protected area tourism. A spotlight on impacts and options in Africa
Summary: The world was rocked in 2020 by a global pandemic resulting from a new 
coronavirus. The virus, believed to have been transferred to humans from a wild species, 
raised awareness of the links between wildlife exploitation, trade and zoonotic disease 
transfer. This paper describes the impact of COVID-19 on wildlife tourism in protected 
areas, considering the implications for the tourism sector and local communities.
Date of publication: 03-03-2021
Author: Directorate-General for International Cooperation and Development
Keywords: Africa , resource conservation , coronavirus disease , economic consequence 
, economic intelligence , environmental impact , protected area , report , ecotourism , eco-
nomic consequence , economic intelligence , zoonoses , environmental impact , eco-tou-
rism , report

RECOMMENDED BIBLIOGRAPHY / ENVIRONMENT
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https://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/land-based-wildfire-prevention/
https://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/science-for-environment-policy/
https://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/covid-19-and-protected-area-tourism-a-spotlight-on-impacts-and-options-in-africa/


Title: Research and innovation in low-emission alternative energy for transport in Eu-
rope
Summary:This report provides a comprehensive analysis of research and innovation 
in low-emission alternative energy for transport in selected ongoing European Union 
(EU)-funded projects with completion dates from 2019 onwards.
Date of publication: 07-05-2021
Author: Joint Research Centre; Stepniak, M ; Ortega Hortelano, A ; Tsakalidis, A ; 
Gkoumas, K ; Marques dos Santos, F ; Pekár, F ; Grosso, M
Keywords: financial support , biofuel , biofuel , soft energy , research report , transport 
infrastructure , innovation , energy research , energy research , industrial research , re-
search and development , transport policy , EU energy policy , gas emission reduction , 
information system , energy technology , energy technology

Title: EU measures on eco-design and energy labelling
Summary: Eco-design legislation is based on the provision of minimum energy effi-
ciency and environmental requirements for products for households and industry. EU 
energy labelling informs consumers about the energy consumption and environmental 
performance of products and helps them to make informed choices.
Date of publication: 09-03-2021
Author: European Court of Auditors
Keywords: energy savings , audit , compliance audit , energy consumption , environ-
mental law , eco-label , labelling , consumer information , report , information exchange 
, EU environment policy , energy efficiency , market surveillance , energy efficiency

Title: Can nature make it?
Summary: This study explores the concept of the 'rights of nature' and its different 
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Title: Internet of Things in connected and autonomous vehicles can support safer, more 
accessible and sustainable transportation
Summary: The European automotive industry is facing a digital revolution in the 21st 
century in the form of connected and autonomous vehicles. With the integration of Inter-
net of Things (IoT) components in vehicles, vehicles become part of a network, enabling 
them to communicate with each other, with the surrounding infrastructure and with other 
drivers.
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Summary: The aim of this study is to identify and analyse a set of successful data ecosys-
tems and to make recommendations to support the evolution of contemporary spatial data 
infrastructures that can act as catalysts for data-driven innovation, in line with the recent-
ly published European data strategy. The recommendations provided here cover approa-
ches that can be taken to ensure the evolution of contemporary spatial data infrastructures 
towards self-sustaining data ecosystems.
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Title: Horizon Europe. Strategic plan 2021-2024
Summary:The strategic plan 2021-24 defines the key strategic orientations for the first 
four years of Horizon Europe, the EU's multi-annual framework programme for research 
and innovation. It sets out the research and innovation priorities to support a sustai-
nable recovery and further accelerate the dual green and digital transition, ultimately 
leading to a climate-neutral and green Europe, fit for the digital age, where the economy 
works for people.
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Title: Internet of Things in connected and autonomous vehicles can support safer, more 
accessible and sustainable transportation
Summary: The European automotive industry is facing a digital revolution in the 21st 
century in the form of connected and autonomous vehicles. With the integration of Inter-
net of Things (IoT) components in vehicles, vehicles become part of a network, enabling 
them to communicate with each other, with the surrounding infrastructure and with other 
drivers.
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Title: The EU fishing fleet
Summary: This document, prepared by experts from the Commission's Joint Research 
Centre and the Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, contains comple-
mentary analyses by major fishing region and type of fishing activity, together with the 
results of forecasts for 2019 and 2020 (1), including the expected impact of COVID-19 on 
the performance of the fleet.
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Title: The EU fisheries market. 2020 Edition
Summary: The objective of "The EU Fish Market" is to provide an economic overview 
of the European fisheries and aquaculture sector as a whole. This edition is based on data 
available up to June 2020. The analyses included in this report do not take into account 
possible updates in the sources used after this date.
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Title: Overview of the effects of offshore wind farms on fisheries and aquaculture 
Summary:The global shift towards renewable energy, including the large-scale deve-
lopment of offshore wind farms (OWFs), is well underway. This expansion will lead in 
some places to increased coexistence and potential for multiple uses of the space availa-
ble for fisheries and aquaculture activities, or to potential conflicts and restrictions for 
some fisheries activities.
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Title: Development of a methodology to assess the 'green' impacts of investment in the 
maritime sector and projects
Summary: The European Green Pact is the cornerstone of the European Union's cli-
mate policy. It sets the clear objective of reaching climate neutrality by 2050. To achieve 
this ambitious target, EU GHG emissions will need to be reduced by at least 55% by 
2030 compared to 1990 levels and by 90% in transport emissions by 2050. This target 
is included in the Sustainable and Intelligent Mobility Strategy adopted at the end of 
2020. All modes of transport, including the maritime sector, will have to contribute to 
this target.
Date of publication: 06-05-2021
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Title: Study on the main effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on the EU fishing and aqua-
culture sectors. Final report
Summary: This document provides a summary of the available information on the 
effects of the pandemic; a limited quantification of the extent of these effects; an indi-
cation of how long they may last; and what mitigation measures governments have im-
plemented to contain the short, medium and long-term negative economic effects on fi-
shermen and aquaculture farmers. Knowledge gaps are identified in a separate chapter.
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Title: Toolkit for inclusive early childhood education and care. Providing high quality edu-
cation and care to all young children.
Summary: The toolkit aims to inspire decision-makers to use examples of good practice 
to create the right conditions that can benefit all children and families.
Date of publication: 12-02-2020
Author: Directorate-General for Education, Youth, Sport and Culture (European Com-
mission)
Keywords: career , working conditions , staff recruitment , education cooperation , pro-
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Title: Compendium of inspiring practices on inclusive and citizenship education
Summary: This compendium presents a wide range of inspiring practices gathered by 
the ET 2020 Working Group on Common Values and Inclusive Education during the pe-
riod 2016-2020.1 The main objective of the compendium is to provide ideas and inspira-
tion to policy makers and practitioners striving to improve the inclusiveness of education 
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Title: The role of local and regional authorities in achieving a European education area 
by 2025
Summary: This study identifies, analyses and classifies education and training (ET) ini-
tiatives implemented by local and regional authorities (LRAs) across the European Union 
(EU). The responsibility of local and regional authorities for education and training varies 
considerably from one Member State to another, but the data collected in this study shows 
the active contribution of the sub-national level to the achievement of a European Educa-
tion Area (ERA).
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Title: SELFIE, adult learning and non-formal learning
Summary: SELFIE is developed in reference to educational organisations or institu-
tions. According to the seminal publication on SELFIE, Promoting Effective Learning in 
the Digital Age, "the term educational organisation refers primarily to primary, secon-
dary and VET schools, as well as institutions of higher education such as universities, 
colleges and polytechnics".
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Title: Erasmus+ Teacher Academies
Summary: The new Erasmus+ programme (2021-2027) will contribute to achieving 
this goal by supporting projects with a wide range of opportunities, including coope-
ration with peers and a stay abroad. Erasmus+ Teacher Academies are a new initiative 
specifically designed to support teachers and trainers in their careers, fostering deeper 
cooperation in initial and in-service teacher education.
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Summary: This research paper examines three key competences: digital, multilingual 
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tional education and training.
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