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E m p l oym e n t  i n  E U  r e g i o n s :  E m p l oym e n t  g r ew  i n  

9  o u t  o f  10  E U  r e g i o n s  i n  2017

In  2017 ,  253  of  the  EU  reg ions  (90%) saw  the i r  employment  grow .  In  26  other  reg ions ,  

the  number  of  persons  employed  decreased  and  in  a  fu r ther  2  employment  remained  

s table .  

 

Growth  in  employment  var ied  widely  across  the  EU  reg ions  and  with in  countr ies .  The  

highest  employment  growth  rates  were  recorded  in  Mayotte  in  France  ( +7 .7%) ,  Malta ,  

Algarve  in  Portuga l  and  Centra l  Bohemia  in  Czechia  (a l l  +5 .3%) ,  fo l lowed  by  

Herefordsh i re ,  Worcestersh i re  &  Warwicksh i re  in  the  United  Kingdom  ( +4 .7%) ,  

SouthCentra l  in  Bulgar ia  and  L i sbon  Metropol i tan  Area  in  Portuga l  (both  +4 . 1%) .  

 

At  the  oppos i te  end  of  the  sca le ,  the  biggest  decreases  in  employment  were  reg is tered  

in  Bas i l icata  in  I ta ly  ( -2 .7%) ,  Cumbr ia  in  the  United  Kingdom  ( -2 .4%) ,  Centra l  and  

Western  Region  in  L i thuania  ( -2 . 1%) ,  South  Yorksh i re  in  the  United  Kingdom  ( -2 .0%) and  

L igur ia  in  I ta ly  ( - 1 .9%) .  In  the  EU  as  a  whole ,  employment  grew  by  1 .6% in  2017

 

Largest  employment  growth  in  Mayotte  in  France  

 

In  19  EU  reg ions ,  the  employment  growth  exceeded  3%.  Three  each  of  these  reg ions  

were  located  in  Spain ,  Portuga l  and  the  United  Kingdom ,  two  in  Romania  and  one  each  

in  Bulgar ia ,  Czechia ,  France ,  Cyprus ,  Luxembourg ,  Malta ,  Slovenia  and  Slovak ia .

 

 In  25  EU  reg ions ,  the  number  of  employed  people  decreased  in  2017 .  In  nine  of  these  

reg ions ,  the  number  of  employed  fe l l  by  more  than  1%.  F ive  of  these  reg ions  were  

located  in  the  United  Kingdom ,  two  in  I ta ly  and  one  in  L i thuania  and  Poland .

 

 

 

ACCESS THE COMPLETE NEWS:

http://www.cde.ual.es/nuevas-reglas-para-impulsar-el-crowdfunding-y-proteger-a-los-inversores/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/2995521/9618277/1-26022019-BP-EN.pdf/538ec062-b94b-4c99-a255-deb0cab3aa37
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E u r o p e a n  S e m e s t e r  2019 :  

W HAT  I S  I N  T H E  W i n t e r  P a c k a g e?

What  are  the  Country  Reports ?

 

Country  Reports  are  analy t ica l  documents  that  prov ide  an  

overv iew  of  the  economic  and  soc ia l  chal lenges  in  Member  

States ,  as  wel l  as  the i r  pol ic ies .  The  reports  are  a  too l  under  

the  European  Semester ,  the  EU 's  f ramework  fo r  economic  and  

soc ia l  pol icy  coord inat ion ,  to  monitor  re form  implementat ion  

and  ident i f y  i s sues  to  be  addressed  by  Member  States .  For  those  

Member  States  fo r  which  the  Commiss ion 's  Aler t  Mechanism  

Report   in  November  ident i f ied  the  need  fo r  an  in -depth  rev iew ,  

Country  Reports  inc lude  an  analys i s  in to  whether  the  countr ies  

are  exper ienc ing  macroeconomic  imbalances  and ,  i f  they  are ,  to  

what  extent .

 

The  Country  Reports  wi l l  serve  as  the  bas i s  fo r  discuss ion  with  

Member  States  of  the i r  nat iona l  pol icy  choices  ahead  of  the i r  

nat iona l  programmes  in  Apr i l ,  and  wi l l  l ead  to  the  fo rmulat ion  in  

l a te  spr ing  of  annual  Country -Spec i f ic  Recommendat ions .
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¿What  are  the  next  s teps  in  the  European  Semester ?

 

The  Counci l  i s  expected  to  discuss  the  Country  Reports  together  with  the  resu l t s  of  the  

in -depth  rev iews .  In  the  coming  months ,  the  Commiss ion  wi l l  hold  bi la tera l  meet ings  

with  the  Member  States   in  l ight  of  the  analys i s  of  the  respect ive  reports .  The  Vice -

Pres idents ,  Commiss ioners  and  Commiss ion  serv ices  wi l l  v i s i t  Member  States  to  meet  

governments ,  nat iona l  par l iaments ,  soc ia l  partners  and  other  s takeholders  and  discuss  

the  f ind ings  of  the  reports .  These  v i s i t s  wi l l  a lso  inc lude  dedicated  discuss ions  of  the  

annexes  on  how  future  EU  Cohes ion  Pol icy  funds  could  help  address  spec i f ic  

investment  needs  in  the  Member  States .

 

 

 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-19-1368_en.htm
http://www.cde.ual.es/dia-europeo-de-la-igualdad-salarial/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/file_import/2019-european-semester-country-report-spain_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/file_import/2019-european-semester-country-report-spain_en.pdf
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O n l i n e  s h o p p i n g :  C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  c o n s u m e r  p r o t e c t i o n  

a u t h o r i t i e s  c a l l  f o r  c l e a r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  p r i c e s  a n d  

d i s c o u n t s

Consumer  webs i tes  screened  across  the  EU  show  that  many  consumers  face  

unclear  in format ion  on  pr ices  and  discounts  when  buy ing  onl ine .

 

The  European  Commiss ion  and  nat iona l  consumer  protect ion  author i t ies  are  

publ i sh ing  the  resu l t s  of  an  EU -wide  screening  of  560  e -commerce  s i tes  

of fe r ing  a  var ie ty  of  goods ,  serv ices  and  dig i ta l  content ,  such  as  c loth ing  or  

footwear ,  computer  so f tware  or  enter ta inment  t ickets .  Around  60% of  these  

webs i tes  showed  i r regular i t ies  regard ing  the  respect  of  EU  consumer  ru les ,  

predominate ly  in  re lat ion  to  how  pr ices  and  spec ia l  of fe rs  are  presented .

 

For  more  than  31% of  the  webs i tes  of fe r ing  discounts ,  consumer  author i t ies  

suspected  that  the  spec ia l  of fe rs  are  not  authent ic  or  they  found  the  way  the  

discounted  pr ice  was  ca lcu lated  unclear .

 

On  21 1  webs i tes  the  f ina l  pr ice  at  payment  was  higher  than  the  in i t ia l  pr ice  

of fe red .  39% of  those  t raders  did  not  inc lude  proper  in format ion  on  ext ra  

unavo idable  fees  on  del i very ,  payment  methods ,  booking  fees  and  other  s imi la r  

surcharges .  EU  consumer  l aw  obl iges  t raders  to  present  pr ices  inc lus ive  of  a l l  

mandatory  costs ,  and  where  such  costs  cannot  be  ca lcu lated  in  advance ,  the i r  

ex i s tence  at  l east  needs  to  be  c lear ly  presented  to  the  consumer .

 

Next  s teps

 

Consumer  protect ion  (CPC )  author i t ies  wi l l  ensure  fu l l  compl iance  of  the  

t raders  concerned  by  act ivat ing  the i r  nat iona l  enforcement  procedures  where  

necessary .
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http://www.cde.ual.es/directiva-sobre-los-mercados-de-instrumentos-financieros-mifid-ii-la-comision-deja-en-suspenso-el-recurso-contra-espana-interpuesto-ante-el-tjue/
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-1333_en.htm
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D i g i t a l  S i n g l e  M a r k e t :  E U  n e g o t i a t o r s  a g r e e  o n  n ew  

r u l e s  f o r  s h a r i n g  o f  p u b l i c  s e c t o r  d a t a

Negot iators  f rom  the  European  Par l iament ,  the  Counci l  of  the  EU  and  the  Commiss ion  have  

reached  an  agreement  on  a  rev i sed  di rect i ve  that  wi l l  fac i l i ta te  the  ava i lab i l i t y  and  re -use  of  

publ ic  sector  data .

 

Data  i s  the  fue l  that  dr ives  the  growth  of  many  dig i ta l  products  and  serv ices .  Making  sure  that  

high -qual i ty ,  high -va lue  data  f rom  publ ic ly  funded  serv ices  i s  widely  and  f ree ly  ava i lab le  i s  a  key  

factor  in  acce lerat ing  European  innovat ion  in  highly  compet i t i ve  f ie lds  such  as  ar t i f i c ia l  

in te l l igence  requi r ing  access  to  vast  amounts  of  high -qual i ty  data .

 

In  fu l l  compl iance  with  the  EU  Genera l  Data  Protect ion  Regulat ion ,  the  new  Direct i ve  on  Open  

Data  and  Publ ic  Sector  In format ion  (PSI )   -  which  can  be  fo r  example  anyth ing  f rom  anonymised  

personal  data  on  household  energy  use  to  genera l  in format ion  about  nat iona l  educat ion  or  

l i te racy  l eve l s  -  updates  the  f ramework  set t ing  out  the  condi t ions  under  which  publ ic  sector  data  

should  be  made  ava i lab le  fo r  re -use ,  with  a  part icu lar  focus  on  the  increas ing  amounts  of  high -

va lue  data  that  i s  now  ava i lab le .

 

As  part  of  the  EU  Open  Data  pol icy ,  ru les  are  in  place  to  encourage  Member  States  to  fac i l i ta te  

the  re -use  of  data  f rom  the  publ ic  sector  with  minimal  or  no  l ega l ,  technica l  and  f inanc ia l  

const ra ints .  But  the  dig i ta l  wor ld  has  changed  dramat ica l l y  s ince  they  were  f i r s t  in t roduced  in  

2003 .

 

Next  Steps

 

The  European  Par l iament  and  the  Counci l  of  the  EU  wi l l  now  need  to  fo rmal ly  adopt  the  rev i sed  

ru les .    Member  States  wi l l  then  have  to  implement  them  with in  two  years  before  they  become  

ef fect i ve .  The  Commiss ion  wi l l  s tar t  work ing  with  the  Member  States  on  the  ident i f icat ion  of  the  

high -va lue  datasets  which  wi l l  be  set  out  in  an  implement ing  act .

ACCESS  THE  COMPLETE  NEWS :               
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D a t a  i n  t h e  E U :  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  

i n t e n s i f i e s  e f f o r t s  t o  i n c r e a s e  

a v a i l a b i l i t y  a n d  p r o m o t e  t h e  

e x c h a n g e  o f  h e a l t h  d a t a

http://www.cde.ual.es/primer-dialogo-industrial-comercial-y-economico-de-alto-nivel-entre-la-ue-y-japon/
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-525_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-3364_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-3364_en.htm


NEWS

E U  t o  s c r u t i n i s e  f o r e i g n  d i r e c t  

i n v e s t m e n t  m o r e  c l o s e ly

Par l iament  has  agreed  to  set  up  an  EU - l eve l  too l  to  screen  fo re ign  di rect  investment  on  

grounds  of  secur i ty  to  protect  s t rateg ic  sectors .

 

The  object i ve  i s  to  keep  the  door  open  to  fo re ign  capi ta l ,  but  ensur ing  that  fo re ign  di rect  

investment  (FDI )  does  not  harm  the  s t rateg ic  in terests  of  the  Union .  The  proposa l  seeks  to  

protect  key  sectors  such  as  water ,  t ransport ,  communicat ions ,  energy ,  space  and  technology  

( f rom  ar t i f i c ia l  in te l l igence  to  semiconductors  and  robot ics ) .

 

The  new  prov i s ions  on  how  to  screen ,  in formal ly  agreed  between  Par l iament  negot iators  

and  EU  minis ters ,  were  endorsed  by  500  votes  fo r ,  49  aga inst  and  56  abstent ions .

 

Protect ing  s t rateg ic  sectors

 

The  new  regulat ion  protects  cr i t ica l  in f ras t ructure  such  as  energy ,  t ransport ,  

communicat ions ,  data ,  space ,  and  f inance ;  and  technolog ies ,  inc luding  semiconductors ,  

ar t i f i c ia l  in te l l igence ,  and  robot ics .  EP  negot iators  added  sectors  such  as  water ,  heal th ,  

defence ,  media ,  biotechnology  and  food  secur i ty .

 

Better  cooperat ion ,  more  peer  pressure

 

MEPs  s t rengthened  the  cooperat ion  mechanism  to  inc lude  exchange  of  in format ion  

between  EU  member  s tates ,  which  can  i s sue  comments  on  FDI  ta rget ing  other  member  

s tates .  The  European  Commiss ion  can  ask  fo r  in format ion  and  del i ver  i t s  opin ion  to  the  

country  where  the  investment  i s  planned ,  but  the  f ina l  dec is ion  remains  with  the  country  

concerned .

 

Background

 

Current ly  only  14  EU  countr ies  (Aust r ia ,  Denmark ,  Germany ,  F in land ,  France ,  Latv ia ,  

L i thuania ,  Hungary ,  I ta ly ,  the  Nether lands ,  Poland ,  Portuga l ,  Spain  and  the  United  Kingdom )  

have  FDI  screening  mechanisms  which  di f fe r  widely  in  the i r  scope  and  des ign .  FDI  has  

cross -border  ef fects ,  which  can  now  be  addressed .

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACCESS  THE  COMPLETE  NEWS :           

         

APRIL    2019                                                                                                                                     PAG.  5  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190207IPR25209/eu-to-scrutinise-foreign-direct-investment-more-closely


NEWS

E u r o p e a n  u n i o n -U n i t e d  s t a t e s  t r a d e  t a l k s

 

 

The  European  Commiss ion  has  publ i shed  a  report  on  the  implementat ion  of  the  25  Ju ly  

2018  Jo int  Statement  agreed  by  Pres idents  Juncker  and  Trump .

 

In  l ine  with  the  Commiss ion 's  commitment  to  t ransparency ,  the  report  prov ides  a  

deta i led  overv iew  on  the  s tate  of  play  of  the  ta lks  so  fa r .  The  document  was  sent  today  to  

the  European  Par l iament  and  Member  States .

 

The  Jo int  Statement   l aunched  a  new  phase  in  EU -U .S .  t rade  re lat ions ,  prevent ing  an  

esca lat ion  in  t rade  tens ions  and  set t ing  out  a  pos i t i ve  t ransat lant ic  t rade  agenda .  The  EU  

and  the  U .S .  agreed  to  set  up  an  Execut ive  Work ing  Group  in  order  to  take  th i s  work  

programme  fo rward .On  the  EU  s ide ,  the  Execut ive  Work ing  Group  i s  headed  by  

Ceci l ia  Malmström ,  the  EU 's  Commiss ioner  fo r  Trade ,  and  on  the  U .S .  s ide  the  ta lks  are  

l ed  by  U .S .  Trade  Representat i ve  Robert  L ighth izer .

 

Commiss ioner  Malmström  and  Ambassador  L ighth izer  l aunched  ta lks  in  Brusse l s  on  10  

September  2018  and  took  part  in  fu r ther  meet ings  in  New  York  on  25  September  and  in  

Washington  on  14  November  and  on  8  and  10  January  2019 .  A  number  of  technica l  l eve l  

meet ings  have  a lso  taken  place  s ince .

 

With  the  l e t te r  and  the  sp i r i t  of  the  Jo int  Statement  in  mind ,  the  EU  has  proposed  a  

number  of  both  short - te rm  and  medium - te rm  act ions  to  take  work  fo rward .  The  main  

focus  of  the  ta lks  in  the  f i r s t  few  months  has  been  explor ing  how  to  del i ver  resu l t s  on  

regulatory  i s sues .  On  the  EU  s ide ,  progress  has  a lso  been  made  on  fac i l i ta t ing  imports  of  

U .S .  soya  beans .  Imports  of  U .S .  soya  beans  by  the  European  Union  increased  by  1 14% over  

the  cur rent  market  year  (Ju ly -end  January  2019 ) ,  compared  to  the  same  per iod  in  the  

prev ious  year .  With  a  share  of  77% of  EU  soya  beans  imports ,  the  U .S .  i s  now  Europe 's  

main  suppl ie r  and  the  Commiss ion   jus t  concluded   that  U .S .  soya  beans  meet  the  

technica l  requi rements  to  be  used  in  biofue ls  in  the  EU ,  a  dec is ion  that  wi l l  fu r ther  

expand  i t s  market  opportuni t ies  in  Europe .
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http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-784_en.htm
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C o m m i s s i o n  r e p o r t s  o n  t h e  r i s k s  o f  i n v e s t o r  

c i t ize n s h i p  a n d  r e s i d e n c e  s c h e m e s  i n  t h e  E U

in  the  EU ,  three  Member  States  (Bulgar ia ,  Cyprus  and  Malta )  cur rent ly  operate  schemes  

that  grant  investors  the  nat iona l i ty  of  these  countr ies  under  condi t ions  which  are  l ess  

s t r ic t  than  ord inary  natura l i sat ion  reg imes .  In  these  three  Member  States ,  there  i s  no  

obl igat ion  of  phys ica l  res idence   fo r  the  ind iv idua l ,  nor  a  requi rement  of  other  genuine  

connect ions  with  the  country  before  obta in ing  c i t i zensh ip .

 

These  schemes  are  of  common  EU  in terest  s ince  every  person  that  acqui res  the  nat iona l i ty  

of  a  Member  State  wi l l  s imul taneous ly  acqui re  Union  c i t i zensh ip .  The  dec is ion  by  one  

Member  State  to  grant  c i t i zensh ip  in  return  fo r  investment ,  automat ica l l y  gives  r ights  in  

re lat ion  to  other  Member  States ,  in  part icu lar  f ree  movement  and  access  to  the  EU  

in terna l  market  to  exerc i se  economic  act iv i t ies  as  wel l  as  a  r ight  to  vote  and  be  e lected  in  

European  and  loca l  e lect ions .  In  pract ice ,  these  schemes  are  of ten  adver t i sed  as  a  means  

of  acqui r ing  Union  c i t i zensh ip ,  together  with  a l l  the  r ights  and  pr iv i leges  assoc iated  with  

i t .

 

The  Commiss ion 's  report  has  ident i f ied  the  fo l lowing  areas  of  concern :

 

·  secur i ty ;

·  money  l aunder ing ;

·  tax  evas ion ;

·  t ransparency  and  in format ion .

 

The  report  concludes  that  the  l ack  of  t ransparency  in  the  management  of  the  programs  

and  the  l ack  of  cooperat ion  between  the  Member  States  fu r ther  aggravate  these  r i sks .

 

 

ACCESS  THE  COMPLETE
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C o m m i s s i o n  r e p o r t  o n  c i t i z e n s h i p  

a n d  r e s i d e n c e  p r o g r a m s  f o r  

i n v e s t o r s  i n  t h e  E U

For the first time, the Commission has 

presented a comprehensive report on 

investor citizenship and residence schemes 

operated by a number of EU Member States.

 

The report maps the existing practices and 

identifies certain risks such schemes imply 

for the EU, in particular, as regards security, 

money laundering, tax evasion and 

corruption. A lack of transparency in how 

the schemes are operated and a lack of 

cooperation among Member States further 

exacerbate these risks, the report finds.

 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-526_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/info/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/eu-citizenship/eu-citizenship_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/eu-citizenship/eu-citizenship_en


NEWS

75  p a r t n e r s  l a u n c h  W T O  t a l k s  o n  e -c o m m e r c e

At  the  World  Economic  Forum  in  Davos ,  76  partners  -  the  European  Union  and  48  other  

members  of  the  World  Trade  Organisat ion  (WTO )  -  dec ided  to  s tar t  negot iat ions  to  put  

in  place  global  ru les  on  e lect ron ic  commerce .

 

The  l as t  two  decades  have  seen  the  exponent ia l  growth  of  domest ic  and  cross -border  

e lect ron ic  commerce .  Despi te  th i s  fas t  increase  in  e lect ron ic  t ransact ions ,  there  are  no  

spec i f ic  mult i la tera l  ru les  in  the  WTO  regulat ing  th i s  type  of  t rade .  Bus iness  and  

consumers  ins tead  have  to  re ly  on  a  patchwork  of  ru les  agreed  by  some  countr ies  in  

the i r  bi la tera l  or  reg iona l  t rade  agreements .

 

WTO  ru les  on  e -commerce  wi l l  a im  to  enhance  opportuni t ies  and  address  chal lenges  of  

e -commerce  in  both  deve loped  and  deve lop ing  countr ies .  The  negot iat ions  should  

resu l t  in  a  mult i la tera l  l ega l  f ramework  that  consumers  and  bus inesses ,  espec ia l l y  

smal le r  ones ,  could  re ly  on  to  make  i t  eas ie r  and  sa fer  to  buy ,  se l l  and  do  bus iness  

onl ine .  The  new  ru les  would  fo r  ins tance :

 

·  improve  consumers '   t rust   in  the  on - l ine  env i ronment  and  combat  spam ;

· tack le  barr ie rs   that  prevent  cross -border  sa les ;

·guarantee  va l id i ty  of  e -contracts  and  e -s ignatures ;

·permanent ly  ban  customs  dut ies  on  e lect ron ic  t ransmiss ions ;

·address  fo rced  data  loca l i sat ion  requi rements  and  fo rced  disc losure  of  source  code .

 

The  l aunch  of  these  negot iat ions  shows  the  WTO  s tays  in  the  centre  of  in ternat iona l  

ru le  making  and  cont inues  to  be  a  plat form  where  groups  of  in terested  countr ies  agree  

to  work  together  to  deve lop  new  ru les  in  an  open  and  inc lus ive  manner .  The  

negot iat ing  process  planned  to  s tar t  in  March  2019  i s  open  to  other  WTO  members  who  

may  s t i l l  be  in terested  to  jo in .
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http://www.cde.ual.es/alentar-la-bioeconomia-europea-mediante-tecnologias-de-macrodatos/
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-684_en.htm


NEWS

C r o s s -b o r d e r  e -c o m m e r c e :  C o m m i s s i o n  we l c o m e s  

a g r e e m e n t  o n  p r o p o s a l  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  s a l e s  o f  g o o d s  

a n d  s u p p ly  o f  d i g i t a l  c o n t e n t  a n d  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  E U

The  European  Par l iament  and  the  Counci l  reached  a  prov i s iona l  agreement  on  the  

European  Commiss ion 's  proposa ls  of  December  2015  regard ing  the  onl ine  sa les  of  

goods  and  supply  of  dig i ta l  content  and  serv ices .  In  conjunct ion  with  the  regulat ion  to  

end  unjust i f ied  geoblock ing  that  entered  in to  fo rce  in  December  2018 ,  the  new  

agreement  on  dig i ta l  contract  ru les  i s  the  l a tes t  achievement  of  the  Dig i ta l  Single  

Market  Strategy ,  del i ver ing  concrete  benef i t s  to  c i t i zens  and  bus inesses .

 

Andrus  Ans ip ,  Vice -Pres ident  fo r  the  Dig i ta l  Single  Market ,  and  Věra  Jourová ,  

Commiss ioner  fo r  Just ice ,  Consumers  and  Gender  Equal i tywelcomed  the  agreement  

with  the  fo l lowing  s tatement :  

 

"As  a  consumer ,  one  of  the  biggest  benef i t s  of  the  EU 's  Dig i ta l  Single  Market  i s  that  

you  are  jus t  one  mouse  c l ick  away  f rom  buy ing  goods  in  any  EU  country  without  

addi t iona l  costs .  For  bus inesses ,  i t  means  being  able  to  of fe r  products ,  serv ices  and  

dig i ta l  content  everywhere  in  the  EU  and  hav ing  access  to  mil l ions  of  potent ia l  

customers .  

 

This  can  only  work  wel l  i f  we  have  EU -wide ,  c lear ,  up  to  date  and  harmonised  ru les .  

With  the  agreement  on  our  proposa ls  fo r  new  ru les  on  the  supply  of  dig i ta l  content  

and  serv ices ,  and  on  sa les  of  goods ,  we  are  tak ing  another  s tep  in  that  di rect ion . "

 

 

 

f a c t s h e e t :  d i g i t a l  s i n g l e  m a r k e t
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http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-19-742_en.htm
http://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/digital-single-market/
http://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/digital-single-market/
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E U - J a p a n  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s

P a i d  i n t e r n s h i p s  i n  t h e  E u r o p e a n  E c o n o m i c  a n d  

S o c i a l  C o m m i t t e e

CALLS  AND  AWARDS

 

Deadl ines :

 

March  21 ,  2019  ( fo r  the  WMC  f rom  June  24  to  28 ,  2019 )

Ju ly  4 ,  2019  ( fo r  the  WMC  f rom  November  18  to  November  22 ,  2019 )

 

The  European  Commiss ion  i s  encourag ing  European  

companies  to  enter  the  Japanese  market .  To  th i s  end ,  

promot iona l  act iv i t ies  have  been  implemented  to  encourage  

European  exports  to  Japan  and  maximize  bus iness  

opportuni t ies  there .

 

Dur ing  the  World  Class  Manufactur ing  WMC  ( f i ve  days )  

managers  and  sen ior  execut ives  of  the  European  Union  wi l l  

better  improve  how  Japanese  companies  wi l l  el iminate  the  

costs  of  the i r  manufacture ,  and  wi l l  constant ly  innovate  

us ing  the  manufactur ing  methods  "KAIZEN "  (cont inuous  

improvement ) ,  "J IT "  (Just  in  T ime ) ,  Pract ices  "TQC "  (Tota l  

qual i ty  contro l ) ,  T IE  (Tota l  indust r ia l  engineer ing ) ,  TPM  (Tota l  

product ive  maintenance )  and  "TQM "  (Tota l  qual i ty  

management ) ,  in  order  to  t rans fer  th i s  knowledge  to  your  

Bus iness

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

FORE  MORE  INFORMATION :  

 

WEBSITE  :  

Twice  a  year ,  the  European  Economic  and  Soc ia l  

Committee  organizes  in ternsh ips  fo r  univers i ty  graduates .  

These  t ra in ing  per iods  of fer  the  opportuni ty  to  discover  the  

funct ions  and  act iv i t ies  of  the  EESC  and  gain  profess iona l  

exper ience  in  a  mult icu l tura l  env i ronment .

 

These  per iods  of  t ra in ing  in  the  serv ice  of fer  the  

opportuni ty  to  know  the  funct ions  and  act iv i t ies  of  the  

EESC  and  acqui re  profess iona l  exper ience  in  a  

mult icu l tura l  env i ronment .  They  begin  on  February  16  and  

September  16  of  each  year  and  take  place  in  the  of f ices  of  

the  Committee  in  Brusse l s .

WEBSITE

Internship

Who  can  apply :  univers i ty  graduates  who  are  nat iona ls  of  a  Member  State  of  the  European  Union .

Durat ion :  5  months

Pa id  in ternsh ips :  Yes ,  1 , 190  euros  per  month

Star t  dates :  February  16  and  September  16

P lace :  Brusse l s  (Belg ium )

https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/launch-proptech-startup-europe-awards-2018
https://www.eu-japan.eu/
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/work-with-us/traineeships/long-term-traineeships
https://www.eu-japan.eu/
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/work-with-us/traineeships/long-term-traineeships
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/work-with-us/traineeships/long-term-traineeships
https://www.eu-japan.eu/
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C O S M E :  C O M P E T I T I V E N E S S  P R O G RAM

CALLS  AND  AWARDS

Aimed  at  promot ing  the  compet i t i veness  of  companies  and  SMEs .  I t  fac i l i ta tes  access  to  f inanc ing  

fo r  entrepreneurs  and  smal l  and  medium  enterpr i ses  to  s tar t  operat ing ,  access  f inanc ing  and  

in ternat iona l ize ,  as  wel l  as  support ing  the  author i t ies  to  improve  the  bus iness  env i ronment  and  

fac i l i ta te  the  economic  growth  of  the  European  Union .  These  funds  are  adminis tered  by  the  

Intermediary  Bodies  of  each  country  ( in  Spain ,  through  the  Genera l  Directorate  of  SME  Indust ry  -

DGIPYME - ) ,  and  these  wi l l  be  the  ones  that  wi l l  of fer  the  products  to  SMEs  and  entrepreneurs .

 

 

COSME  has  a  budget  of  more  than  1 ,300  mil l ion  euros  to  f inance  these  f inanc ia l  ins t ruments  that  

fac i l i ta te  access  to  loans  and  capi ta l  f inanc ing  fo r  SMEs  where  the  market  gaps  have  been  ident i f ied .  

I t  has  a  Loan  Guarantee  Mechanism ,  f inanc ing  guarantees  and  counter -guarantees .  fo r  f inanc ia l  

in termediar ies  to  help  them  prov ide  more  loans  and  lease  f inanc ing  to  SMEs .

 

 

As  an  entrepreneur ,  you  can  have  great  ideas  and  great  ambit ions ,  but  without  money  you  wi l l  not  

get  very  fa r .  I t 's  no  secret :  gett ing  funds  can  be  di f f icu l t .  Given  that  smal l  bus inesses  are  of  v i ta l  

importance  to  our  economy ,  the  European  Union  i s  fac i l i ta t ing  access  to  f inance ,  help ing  banks  to  

secure  credi t  and  prov ide  capi ta l  to  companies  in  the  growth  phase .

 

 

 

This  i s  jus t  one  of  the  many  serv ices  of fered  by  COSME ,  the  EU  program  fo r  the  compet i t i veness  of  

smal l  and  medium -s ized  enterpr i ses ,  a imed  at  help ing  entrepreneurs  to  create  and  grow  the i r  

bus inesses .

 

 
 

TO  ACCESS  TO  MORE  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  

F INANCING  INSTRUMENTS  AND  F INANCIAL  

INST ITUTIONS  OPERATING  WITH  COSME :

WEBSITE

http://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/cosme/
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/cosme_en
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/cosme_en
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/smes/cosme_en
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S T A T I S T I C S

T R A D E  I N  A G R I C U L T U R A L  

P R O D U C T S  E U - J A P A N

A N N U A L  G R O W T H  O F  T H E  L A B O R  C O S T S  

O F  2 . 3 %  I N  T H E  E U R O  A R E A

T R A D E  I N  A G R I C U L T U R A L  

P R O D U C T S  E U - U S

B A S I C  F I G U R E S  O N  T H E  E U :  

T H I R D  Q U A R T E R  2 0 1 8

CLICK HERE

Labor costs per hour increased 2.3% in the 

euro area (EA19) and 2.8% in the EU28 in the 

fourth quarter of 2018, compared to the same 

quarter of the previous year.

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/2995521/9678490/3-19032019-BP-EN.pdf/950162db-d2c7-4d19-a923-f4288fff9432
http://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/agri-food-trade-statistical-factsheet-european-union-japan/
http://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/basic-figures-on-the-eu-third-quarter-2018/
http://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/agri-food-trade-statistical-factsheet-european-union-usa/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/2995521/9678490/3-19032019-BP-EN.pdf/950162db-d2c7-4d19-a923-f4288fff9432
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/2995521/9678490/3-19032019-BP-EN.pdf/950162db-d2c7-4d19-a923-f4288fff9432
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/2995521/9678490/3-19032019-BP-EN.pdf/950162db-d2c7-4d19-a923-f4288fff9432
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I N F O G R A P H I C S

E U  L A B O U R  M O B I L I T Y

E U - J A P A N  -  A  B O O S T  F O R  

J O B S  A N D  E X P O R T S  I N  

S P A I N

Infographics on how the European Union-

Japan trade agreement affects Spain.

CLICK HERE

Infographic on labor mobility in the 

European Union, data and information on 

the authority that regulates it.

access to infographics

E U  B U D G E T  F O R  2 0 1 9

T H E  E U  A N D  J A P A N  H A V E  S I G N E D  A  

C O M M E R C I A L  A G R E E M E N T

This infographic summarizes the main 

points of the trade agreement between 

the EU and Japan, which, having been 

signed in 2018, enters into force on 

February 1, 2019.

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/es/infographics/eu-labour-mobility/
https://bit.ly/2WBpPZF
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/es/infographics/eu-labour-mobility/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/es/infographics/eu-labour-mobility/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/es/infographics/eu-labour-mobility/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/es/infographics/eu-budget-2019/
https://bit.ly/2vlPACO
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SUMMARY: The purpose of this Manual is to serve as a reference for those agri-food 
producers that plan to enter the Mexican market or are in the process of entering it. This 
Manual provides step-by-step guides for entering the agri-food market in Mexico.
Publication date: 21-02-2019
Author: Executive Agency of Consumers, Health, Agriculture and Food
Link:  
Key words: market access, sales authorization, consumer behavior, appellation of origin, 
agri-food industry, food industry, beverage industry, Mexico, internal market, commercial 
policy, intellectual property
ISBN/ISSN: 978-92-9478-006-5
 

CLICK HERE

DOCUMENTATION

THE  FOOD  AND  BEVERAGE  MARKET  ENTRY  HANDBOOK  

MEXICO  :  A  PRACTICAL  GUIDE  TO  THE  MARKET  IN  MEXICO  

FOR  EUROPEAN  AGRI -FOOD  PRODUCTS

QUALITY  REPORT  ON  EUROPEAN  STATIST ICS  ON  

INTERNATIONAL  TRADE  IN  GOODS :  DATA  2010 - 1 1  :  2014  

EDIT ION

THE  FOOD  AND  BEVERAGE  MARKET  ENTRY  HANDBOOK  

JAPAN  :  A  PRACTICAL  GUIDE  TO  THE  MARKET  IN  JAPAN  

FOR  EUROPEAN  AGRI -FOOD  PRODUCTS

SUMMARY: Quality report on European statistics on international merchandise trade: this 
report provides users with a tool to assess the quality of international trade in merchandise 
statistics published by Eurostat. The quality of the data can be evaluated by comparing it 
with the indicators that cover the following components: relevance, precision, punctuality 
and punctuality, accessibility and clarity, comparability and coherence.
Publication date: 14-02-2019
Author: Eurostat
Link:  
Key words: economic indicator, goods and services, international trade, trade statistics.
ISBN/ISSN: 978-92-76-00007-5 / 2529-3222
 

CLICK HERE

SUMMARY: This manual aims to be a reference for those agri-food producers that plan to 
enter or are in the process of entering the Japanese market. This manual provides step-by-
step guides on how to enter the agri-food market in Japan.
Publication date: 12-02-2019
Author: Executive Agency of Consumers, Health, Agriculture and Food
Link:  
Key words: market access, sales authorization, consumer behavior, appellation of origin, 
agri-food industry, food industry, beverage industry, Japan, internal market, commercial 
policy, intellectual property
ISBN/ISSN: 978-92-9478-002-7
 

CLICK HERE

https://bit.ly/2BL9Hfo
http://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/quality-report-on-european-statistics-on-international-trade-in-goods-data-2010-11-2014-edition/
https://bit.ly/2BL9Hfo
https://bit.ly/2E19aqa
https://bit.ly/2E19aqa
http://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/quality-report-on-european-statistics-on-international-trade-in-goods-data-2010-11-2014-edition/
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PARENTAL  AND  PATERNITY  LEAVE :  UPTAKE  BY  FATHERS

DOCUMENTATION  

ACCESS  TO  SOCIAL  PROTECTION  FOR  WORKERS

 AND  THE  SELF -EMPLOYED

WORK -L IFE  BALANCE  FOR  ALL :  WHAT  ARE  THE  BENEFITS?

SUMMARY: This compilation of examples of best practices shows how the Member States 
of the European Union are improving access to social protection for workers and self-
employed citizens.
Publication date: 25-01-2019
Author: Directorate General for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion (European 
Commission)
Link:  
Key words: employment policy, EU Member State, European social policy, labor market, 
self-employed worker, social rights, social security, social situation, tax incentive, 
employment contract, worker (EU)
ISBN/ISSN: 978-92-79-97230-0
 

CLICK HERE

SUMMARY: In the context of the ongoing negotiations at EU level on the adoption of a 
work-life balance package for families and carers, the European Commission requested 
Eurofound to provide an update of the available data on paternity and parental leave for 
parents.
Publication date: 14-02-2019
Author: Eurofound
Link:  
Key words: working condition, balance between private life and working life, social 
statistics, family, child custody, research report, parental leave for men, license by legal 
guardian, data collection, parental responsibility
ISBN/ISSN: 978-92-897-1768-7
 

CLICK HERE

SUMMARY: Less than two thirds of women aged 20 to 64 in the EU have jobs, compared to 
more than three-quarters of men. Women also spend an average of 22 hours per week in work 
and unpaid care, compared to less than 10 hours for men, and are about four times more likely 
than men to work part-time. These differences mean that the average wage gap by gender in 
the EU currently stands at around 16%, while the gender pension gap reaches 40%.
Publication date: 03-12-2018
Author: Directorate General for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion (European 
Commission)
Link:  
Key words: organization of working time, equal treatment, flexible working hours, gender 
equality, labor flexibility, part-time employment, unpaid work, work-life balance, working 
conditions
ISBN/ISSN: 978-92-79-96896-9
 

CLICK HERE

https://bit.ly/2Ir6ho1
https://bit.ly/2Ir6ho1
https://bit.ly/2S4DIvZ
https://bit.ly/2S4DIvZ
https://bit.ly/2U7SN1R
https://bit.ly/2U7SN1R
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SUMMARY: The approach to debt sustainability assessments (DSA) has evolved 
substantially after the global crisis, with the aim of improving risk detection. This report 
explains why DSAs should include official support potentially available
Publication date: 06-02-2019
Author: Directorate General for Internal Policies of the Union (European Parliament)
Link:  
Key words: debt, economic cycle, economic indicator, euro zone, financial risk, 
macroeconomics, currency crisis, research report
ISBN/ISSN: 978-92-846-4280-9
 

DOCUMENTATION  

DEBT  SUSTAINABIL ITY  ASSESSMENTS :  THE  STATE  

OF  THE  ART  :  BANKING  UNION  SCRUTINY

ANATOMY  OF  A  SOVEREIGN  DEBT  CRISIS  ANATOMY  OF  A  

SOVEREIGN  DEBT  CRISIS :  STUDY

FEASIBIL ITY  STUDY  ON  INNOVATIVE  FINANCING

 OPTIONS  FOR  ERTMS

CLICK HERE

SUMMARY: The publication presents a single and complete data set of 19 daily 
macroeconomic indicators in real time for 11 countries in the euro zone, for the period from 
5/11/2009 to 4/25/2013. We use this new data set to characterize the time-varying 
dependency of the cross-section of sovereign credit default swaps (CDS) spreads on 
country-specific macro indicators. 
Publication date: 20-02-2019
Author: Joint Research Center (European Commission)
Link:  
Key words:  debt, economic cycle, economic indicator, euro zone, financial risk, 
macroeconomics, currency crisis, research report
ISBN/ISSN : 978-92-76-00120-1 / 2467-2203

CLICK HERE

SUMMARY: This study provides a feasibility assessment and perspectives on innovative 
financing options for ERTMS at the time of an EU funding support strategy that evolves 
from traditional public subsidy schemes to more advanced financial instruments.
Publication date: 18-02-2019
Author: General Directorate of Mobility and Transport (European Commission)
Link:  
Key words: EU financing, feasibility study, financing method, Germany, harmonization of 
standards, Italy, rail network, rail transport, railway industry, signaling device
ISBN/ISSN: 978-92-79-99820-1
 

CLICK HERE

https://bit.ly/2Gy3uYe
https://bit.ly/2TURF1n
https://bit.ly/2Gy3uYe
https://bit.ly/2TW6bGd
https://bit.ly/2TW6bGd
https://bit.ly/2TURF1n
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SUMMARY: The first 20 years of the euro were very different from what had been 
anticipated. Deflation, instead of inflation, became a problem. The financial markets, which 
had been neglected, became a major source of instability. However, the euro area proved 
to be resilient and support for the euro is at record highs.
Publication date: 18-02-2019
Author: Centre for European Policy Studies
Link:  
Key words:  Economy, finance, Euro, single currency.
 

CLICK HERE

DOCUMENTATION  

TWENTY  YEARS  OF  THE  EURO :  MONETARY

 DIALOGUE  JANUARY  2019

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY?  THE  EURO  AT  20  :  MONETARY  

DIALOGUE  JANUARY  2019

A  FISCAL  CAPACITY  FOR  THE  EUROZONE :  

CONSTITUTIONAL  PERSPECTIVES  IN -DEPTH  ANALYSIS

SUMMARY: We analyze the first twenty years of the euro, both from an economic and 
institutional perspective. We find that, in particular, during the period following the financial 
crisis, the convergence measured by various indicators has not improved.
Publication date: 31-01-2019
Author: Directorate General for Internal Policies of the Union (European Parliament)
Link:  
Key words:  Economic and monetary union, economic policy, EU banking union, euro, euro 
zone, European Central Bank, European stability mechanism, financial stability, monetary 
policy
ISBN/ISSN : 978-92-846-4512-1

CLICK HERE

SUMMARY: This in-depth analysis considers from a constitutional perspective the 
introduction of a fiscal capacity for the Eurozone. After explaining the constitutional 
asymmetry of the Economic and Monetary Union and studying several recent proposals to 
establish a fiscal capacity.
Publication date: 19-02-2019
Author: Directorate General for Internal Policies of the Union (European Parliament)
Link:  
Key words:  budget control, economic and monetary union, economic governance (EU), 
economic policy, euro area, financial stability, fiscal policy, monetary policy
ISBN/ISSN : 978-92-846-4630-2

CLICK HERE

https://bit.ly/2UjPCEf
https://bit.ly/2U3zI0y
https://bit.ly/2UjPCEf
https://bit.ly/2EihD8n
https://bit.ly/2EihD8n
https://bit.ly/2U3zI0y
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SUMMARY: The transition from a linear to a circular economic model is an essential 
contribution to the EU's efforts to develop a sustainable, low-carbon, resource-efficient, 
resilient and competitive economy. To accelerate the transition, the European 
Commission included in its 2015 Action Plan for the Circular Economy, actions to discuss 
with stakeholders through existing forums and support the exchange of good practices.
Publication date: 18-02-2019
Author: European Economic and Social Committee
Link:  
Key words:  Circular economy, competitiveness, environmental protection, information 
exchange, website, sustainable development
ISBN/ISSN : 978-92-830-4252-5

CLICK HERE

DOCUMENTATION  

EUROPEAN  PLATFORM  OF  INTERESTED  PARTIES  IN  THE  

CIRCULAR  ECONOMY :  A  JOINT  IN IT IATIVE  OF  THE  EUROPEAN  

COMMISSION  AND  ECOSOC

ECO - INNOVATION :  GREENER  BUSINESS

 THROUGH  SMART  SOLUTIONS

A  CIRCULAR  ECONOMY  FOR  PLASTICS

SUMMARY: Eco-innovation is important not only for companies in the green niche, but 
also to help the European economy in general become more competitive and resilient. 
The support of the eco-innovation initiative is helping local innovation to win a market in 
Europe. It is especially good to see the high level of participation of SMEs.
Publication date: 06-05-2013
Author: General Directorate for Enterprise and Industry (European Commission)
Link:  
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SUMMARY: The current plastic system requires a fundamental change in which 
research and innovation, enabled and reinforced by policy formulation, play a crucial 
role. Advancing towards a circular economy, we can take advantage of the benefits of 
plastics, while achieving better economic, environmental and social results.
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m e d i a  c o l l e c t i o n

One  in  seven  jobs  in  Europe  now  depends  on  

exports  outs ide  the  EU .  Europe  sets  the  s tandards  

fo r  a  more  respons ib le  approach  to  t rade .  Free  and  

fa i r  t rade  contr ibutes  to  improv ing  the  s tandard  of  

l i v ing  and  guarantee ing  growth  and  employment .

Why free trade?
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https://bit.ly/2VxNrx9
https://bit.ly/2TURF1n
https://bit.ly/2NgCI7n
https://bit.ly/2DJwdGU
http://www.cde.ual.es/why-free-trade/


m e d i a  c o l l e c t i o n

    APRIL    2019                                                                                                                               PAG.20

The  EU  negot iates  t rade  agreements  with  

countr ies  around  the  wor ld .  EU  ins t i tut ions  make  

l aws  on  t rade  matters ,  negot iate  and  conclude  

in ternat iona l  t rade  agreements .

The  United  Kingdom  wi l l  leave  the  EU  on  March  

29th ,  2019 .  EU  companies  may  suf fe r  ser ious  

dis rupt ions  when  t rad ing  with  the  United  

Kingdom .  Many  companies  are  a l ready  prepar ing .  

I f  you  t rade  with  the  United  Kingdom ,  you  must  

prepare  too !

This  animat ion  expla ins  what  wi l l  happen  to  your  r ights  

to  an  old -age  pens ion  i f  you  l i ve  and  work  in  more  than  

one  country  of  the  European  Union  or  in  I ce land ,  

L iechtenste in ,  Norway  and  Switzer land .  The  EU  ru les  on  

soc ia l  secur i ty  coord inat ion  a l low  you  to  move  around  

Europe  and  not  lose  your  soc ia l  secur i ty  r ights .

When  you  s ign  an  employment  contract ,  make  sure  

you  get  a l l  the  cor rect  in format ion ,  espec ia l l y  when  

your  number  of  work  hours  i s  not  guaranteed .
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How does EU trade policy work?

Traders are preparing for Brexit

Moving within Europe – which 

country will pay my old-age pension?

It is your right to have predictable 

working conditions
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http://www.cde.ual.es/it-is-your-right-to-have-predictable-working-conditions/
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