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NEWS  -  MARITIME  SUSTAINABIL ITY

C l i m a t e  c h a n g e  i s  c a u s i n g  f i s h  t o  d i s a p p e a r

F ish  are  a  major  source  of  food  and  income
for  mil l ions  of  people  wor ldwide .  Cl imate
change  i s  here  to  impact  both  negat ive ly .

 

Accord ing  to  f ind ings  publ i shed  in  the
journa l   ‘Sc ience ’  c l imate  change  i s
endanger ing  f i sh  around  the  wor ld  reduc ing
populat ions  by  up  to  35  % in  coasta l  reg ions
near  China  and  Japan .  Ocean  warming  has
led  to  a  4  % global  decl ine  in  susta inable
catches .  This  i s  the  l a rgest  amount  of  f i sh
that  can  be  caught  without  deplet ing  s tocks
long  te rm .

 

“That  4  percent  decl ine  sounds  smal l  but  i t ’s
1 .4  mil l ion  metr ic  tons  of  f i sh  f rom  1930  to
2010 ”  l ead  researcher  Dr  Chr i s  Free  a
quant i tat i ve  ecolog is t  at  the  Univers i ty  of
Ca l i fo rn ia  Santa  Barbara  to ld   ‘The  New  York
T imes ’ .
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r e l a t e d  d o c u m e n t :

“Fish provide a vital source of protein for

over half of the global population and

some 56 million people worldwide are

supported in some way by marine

fisheries .” 

 

East Asia supports the fastest-growing

populations and has very big seafood

demands . Shrinking fish stocks in these

regions are troubling because as stocks

continue to plummet , East Asian countries

could start importing fish from other parts

of the world . This will drive up prices .

Overfishing also intensifies climate change

effects . Removing the largest fish

diminishes a population ’s reproductive

capacity and makes it more vulnerable to

global warming over time .

 

Research shows that not all fish suffered

from ocean warming . In fact , some species

have benefited from warming waters . There

were gains among fish populations in the

Labrador-Newfoundland region , the Baltic

Sea , the Indian Ocean and the north-east

US shelf .

 

FULL NEWS :

https://cordis.europa.eu/news/rcn/130893/es
https://bit.ly/2G6D9Px
http://www.cde.ual.es/en/climate-change-is-causing-fish-to-disappear/
https://bit.ly/2IPdPAi


NEWS  -  BIODIVERSITY

P u s h i n g  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t r a n s n a t i o n a l

b i o d i v e r s i ty  r e s e a r c h

Address ing  biodivers i ty  chal lenges  and
prov id ing  sc ient i f ic  support  requi res
coord inated  in terd isc ip l inary  research  at
nat iona l  reg iona l  and  in ternat iona l
leve l s .  BiodivERsA  an  EU  network  of  nat iona l
and  loca l  minis t r ies  and  agenc ies  supports
th i s  ef for t  v ia  programming  and  funding
research  on  biodivers i ty  and  nature -based
so lut ions .

 

Bui ld ing  on  the  prev ious  exper iences  of
B iodivERsA1  and  2  and  NetBiome ,  the
BiodivERsA3  pro ject  i s  an  ERA -NET  co - funded
by  the  EU  Hor izon  2020  programme ,  br ing ing
together  36  organisat ions  f rom  23  European
countr ies .  As  pro ject  coord inator ,  Dr  Xav ier  Le
Roux  expla ins ,  “ the  scope  of  th i s  network  i s  to
st rengthen  the  cooperat ion  between
programmers  and  funders  of  biodivers i ty
research  to  achieve  synergy  and  resource
ef f ic iency ,  with  a  s t rong  in tegrat ion  at  the
loca l ,  nat iona l  and  t ransnat iona l  leve l s . ″
 

BiodivERsA3  benef i t s  f rom  a  success fu l
co l laborat ion  his tory  among  countr ies  in  the
European  Research  Area  (ERA )  s ince  2005
establ i shed  and  conso l idated  by  the  f i r s t  two
edi t ions  of  the  network .  

informative file
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The  EU  nature
di rect i ves

This  ERA -NET  has  served  as  the
foundat ion  fo r  ambit ious  funding  ca l l s
on  biodivers i ty  ecosystem  serv ices  and
nature -based  so lut ions  in  part icu lar  the
2015  ca l l  on  ‘Blue  and  Green
Inf ras t ructures ’  and  2018  ca l l  on
‘Biodivers i ty  and  Heal th ’ .  Among  i t s
major  achievements  i s  the  ef f ic ient
mobi l i sat ion  of  loca l  nat iona l  and  EU
resources  fo r  implement ing  these  ca l l s
fo r  EUR  44  mil l ion  in  cash .  Addit iona l
EUR  28  mil l ion  funding  has  emerged
through  the  COFUND
in i t ia t i ve  BiodivScen  between
BiodivERsA  and  the  Belmont  Forum .

 

FULL  NEWS

https://bit.ly/2G9Pul5
http://www.cde.ual.es/en/pushing-the-boundaries-of-transnational-biodiversity-research/
http://www.biodiversa.org/
http://www.biodiversa.org/
https://bit.ly/2G9Pul5


NEWS  -  ENVIRONMENT
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P h a r m a c e u t i c a l s  i n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t :  C o m m i s s i o n

d e f i n e s  a c t i o n s  t o  a d d r e s s  r i s k s  a n d  c h a l l e n g e s

The  “Strateg ic  Approach  to  Pharmaceut ica l s  in  the  Env i ronment ”  that  the  Commiss ion
presents  today ,  ident i f ies  s ix  act ion  areas  concern ing  a l l  s tages  of  the  pharmaceut ica l  l i fe
cyc le ,  where  improvements  can  be  made .  The  text  addresses  pharmaceut ica l s  fo r  human  as
wel l  as  fo r  veter inary  use .  The  areas  cover  a l l  s tages  of  the  l i fecyc le  of  pharmaceut ica l s ,

f rom  des ign  and  product ion  to  disposa l  and  waste  management ,  in  l ine  with  the  pr inc ip les
of  the  s ta f f  work ing  document  of  the  Commiss ion  on  Susta inable  Products  in  a  Ci rcu lar
Economy .  The  s ix  areas  ident i f ied  inc lude  act ions  to  ra i se  awareness  and  promote  prudent
use ,  improve  t ra in ing  and  r i sk  assessment ,  gather  monitor ing  data ,  incent iv i se  “green
des ign ” ,  reduce  emiss ions  f rom  manufactur ing ,  reduce  waste  and  improve  wastewater
t reatment .

 

Pharmaceut ica l s  discarded  in  the  env i ronment  have  been  shown  to  pose  a  r i sk  to  f i sh  or
other  wi ld l i fe ,  fo r  example  by  af fect ing  the i r  abi l i t y  to  reproduce ,  by  a l ter ing  the i r
behav iour  in  ways  j eopard is ing  the i r  surv iva l ,  or  through  di rect  tox ic  ef fects .  In  addi t ion ,

incor rect ly  disposed  medic inesmay  contr ibute  to  the  ser ious  problem  of  ant imicrobia l
res i s tance .

 

The  Act ion  Plan  emphas izes  the  need  fo r  a  unique  heal th  approach  that  takes  in to  account
the  in terconnect ions  between  human  and  animal  heal th  and  the  env i ronment .

 

The  Commiss ion  wi l l  monitor  the  act ions  set  out  in  the  Communicat ion  and  inv i tes  Member
States  and  other  in terested  part ies  to  act  as  wel l .
 

FULL  NEWS :  

Options for a strategic

approach to

pharmaceuticals in the

environment

RELATED DOCUMENT

http://www.cde.ual.es/en/pharmaceuticals-in-the-environment-commission-defines-actions-to-address-risks-and-challenges/
https://bit.ly/2TYuHKc


NEWS -  SPACE  RESEARCH

S e l f -d r i v i n g  r o v e r s  exp l o r e  M o r o c c a n  d e s e r t ,  s h o o t i n g

f o r  M a r s

In  a  success fu l  f ie ld  t r ia l ,  engineers  tes t  the
capabi l i t ies  of  three  se l f -dr iv ing  rovers  on
Mars - l i ke  te r ra in  in  the  Sahara  Deser t .

 

Ever  s ince  the  f i r s t  success fu l  l anding  on
Mars  in  the  1970s ,  sc ient i s t s  have  s t r i ven  to
deepen  the i r  knowledge  of  the  red  planet ’s
sur face .  The  f i r s t  success fu l  rover ,  the
Sojourner ,  was  deployed  on  Mars ’s  sur face  in
Ju ly  1997 .  Since  then ,  there  have  been
another  three  success fu l  robot ica l l y
operated  rovers  on  the  planet ,  col lect ing
in format ion  on  water ,  rocks ,  so i l s  and
minera l s ,  and  the  presence  of  organic
mater ia l .
 

Sc ient i s t s  work ing  on  the  EU - funded
PERASPERA  pro ject  took  up  the  chal lenge  of
creat ing  rovers  that  can  cover  greater
d is tances  in  a  day ,  make  the i r  own  dec is ions
and  work  with  other  rovers  to  access  di f f icu l t
s i tes .  Coord inated  by  the  European  Space
Agency  (ESA ) ,  the  pro ject  recent ly
conducted  Europe ’s  biggest  rover  f ie ld  tes t
invo lv ing  40  engineers .  The  t r ia l  took  place
on  the  northern  edge  of  the  Sahara  Deser t  in
Morocco ,  where  the  te r ra in  i s  sa id  to
resemble  that  of  Mars .
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All u need is space

PERASPERA  (PERASPERA  (AD  ASTRA )

Plan  European  Roadmap  and  Act iv i t ies
for  SPace  Explo i tat ion  of  Robot ics  and
Autonomy )  ends  in  2019 .  The  pro ject ’s
achievements  inc lude  key  technolog ies
and  robot ic  sys tems  fo r  on -orb i t
sate l l i te  serv ic ing  and  planetary
explorat ion .  Pro ject  resu l t s  wi l l  be  used
to  support  an  orb i ta l  robot ics  space
miss ion  planned  fo r  2023 .

 

FULL  NEWS :  

Follow Elena and enjoy

the trip!

http://www.cde.ual.es/en/self-driving-rovers-explore-moroccan-desert-shooting-for-mars/
https://bit.ly/2P0nG6E
https://www.h2020-peraspera.eu/
https://www.h2020-peraspera.eu/
https://bit.ly/2P0nG6E


NEWS  -  HEALTH

P r oye c t  AB B I  u n i q u e  b r a c e l e t  f o r  v i s u a l ly- i m p a i r e d

c h i l d r e n

The  Audio  Brace let  fo r  Bl ind  In teract ions  (ABBI )  i s  a  pioneer ing  dev ice  that  i s
spec i f ica l l y  des igned  with  chi ldren  in  mind  and  thus  i t s  s impl ic i ty  was  a  key  factor  –

worn  on  the  chi ld ’s  wris t  and  being  not  much  bigger  than  a  wris twatch ,  the  dev ice ,

once  worn ,  s tar ts  sens ing  body  motion ,  prov id ing  the  user  with  spat ia l  in format ion  on
where  the  movement  i s  tak ing  place  with  a  ser ies  of  sounds .

 

Dr  Monica  and  her  team  are  work ing  on  a  comprehens ive  bus iness  plan  fo r  ABBI ’s  fu l l
market  penetrat ion .  “We ‘ve  rece ived  some  in terest  f rom  an  ear ly -s tage  investor  fo r
support ing  the  commerc ia l i sat ion  of  ABBI  and  ABBI -K .  We ’ re  a lso  cur rent ly  work ing  to
f ina l i se  the  agreement  invo lv ing  the  future  s tar tup  with  my  col league  Chiara  Marto l in i , ”
Dr  Gor i  expla ins .  “This  resu l t  was  poss ib i le  thanks  to  the  Technology  Trans fer  Off ice
with in  the  I ta l ian  Ins t i tute  of  Technology  ( I I T ) .  Severa l  hospi ta l s  and  rehabi l i ta t ion
centres  in  I ta ly  have  shown  a  big  in terest  in  our  dev ice  and  genera l  approach . ”

 

Even  with  the  great  s t r ides  towards  market  entry ,  Dr  Gor i  and  her  team  are  s t i l l
determined  to  maximise  ABBI ’s  great  potent ia l .  “Up  unt i l  now ,  we ’ve  only  worked  with
ABBI  on  chi ldren  above  the  age  of  three  but  I ’m  conv inced  that  the  use  of  ABBI  could
be  cruc ia l  to  improv ing  spat ia l ,  manipulat ion  and  soc ia l  sk i l l s  fo r  v i sua l l y - impai red
chi ldren  in  the  cruc ia l  f i r s t  three  years  of  the i r  l i ves , ”  says  Dr  Gor i .  “ I  plan  to  fu l l y
explore  th i s  not ion  fu r ther ,  espec ia l l y  due  to  the  fact  that ,  to  date ,  there  are  only  a  few
technolog ica l  rehabi l i ta t i ve  so lut ions  deve loped  fo r  ear ly  in tervent ion  in  young  v i sua l l y -

impai red  chi ldren . ”

 

FULL  NEWS :  
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REVISTA

http://www.cde.ual.es/en/proyect-abbi-unique-bracelet-for-visually-impaired-children/
https://bit.ly/2U0sOsk
https://www.abbiproject.eu/project/
https://bit.ly/2U0sOsk


NEWS  -  INNOVATION
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Many  chemica ls  present  in  beauty  products  such  as  parabens  or  phtha lates  cause  undes i rab le
tox ic  ef fects  in  humans  and  the  env i ronment .  Even  UV  f i l te r  molecules  present  in  sunscreen
creams  des igned  to  protect  aga inst  sunl ight  exposure  are  absorbed  by  the  body  caus ing
dis rupt ive  ef fects  on  the  endocr ine  sys tem .

 

The  Taramar  team  of  sc ient i s t s  generated  a  method  fo r  produc ing  water -based  sk incare
products  ut i l i s ing  unique  compounds  with  benef ic ia l  propert ies  fo r  sk in  and  body .  The
sc ience  has  been  conducted  in  col laborat ion  with  European  and  USA  univers i t ies  and
research  ins t i tutes .  Most  of  the  resu l t s  have  been  publ i shed  in  sc ient i f ic  journa ls .

 

Research  resu l t s  showed  that  the  I ce landic  seaweed  has  ant iox idant  powers  s imi la r  to  green
tea  and  cranber r ies .  Seaweed  ext racts  have  the  capac i ty  to  s t imulate  immunomodulat ing
responses  and  protect  sk in  ce l l s  f rom  aging .

 

After  overcoming  a  number  of  research  and  deve lopment  chal lenges ,  Taramar  sc ient i s t s
success fu l l y  produced  a  UV  f i l te r  that  avo ids  the  tox ic  and  harmful  chemica ls  cur rent ly  used
in  most  beauty  products  in  the  market .  At  the  same  t ime ,  they  discovered  sa fe  and  natura l
methods  to  preserve  the  funct iona l  propert ies  of  the  seaweed  bioact ive  molecules  whi le
prohib i t ing  microbia l  growth  with  the  NoTox™ technology .

 

As  a  resu l t ,  the  TARASÓL  UV  f i l te r  l acks  convent iona l  preservat i ves  and  i s  100  % sa fe  fo r  sk in
and  body .  The  ant iox idant  and  ant i - in f lammatory  propert ies  of  seaweed  prov ide  addi t iona l
and  c lear ly  v i s ib le  benef i t s  to  the  sk in .  Researchers  observed  that  some  organic  compounds
such  as  col lagen  and  v i tamin  C  cannot  be  eas i l y  t rans fer red  over  ce l l  membranes .  There fore ,

they  encapsulated  the  seaweed  components  in  a  l iposome -based  del i very  sys tem  that
s tab i l i ses  and  re leases  the  bioact ive  UV  f i l te r  upon  sunl ight  exposure .

 
FULL NEWS: 

An  e d i b l e  s u n s c r e e n  p r o d u c t

TARAMAR

http://www.cde.ual.es/un-protector-solar-comestible-el-uso-cotidiano-de-productos-de-belleza/
http://www.cde.ual.es/en/an-edible-sunscreen-product/
https://taramar.com/
https://taramar.com/


NEWS  -  HEALTH

E p i g e n e t i c  t h e r a py !  Sw i t c h i n g  o f f  yo u r  own  c a n c e r

g e n e s

Cancer ,  part icu lar l y  acute  myelo id  l eukaemia  (AML ) ,  i s  aggress ive  and  a lso  res i s tant  to  ant i -
cancer  therapy ,  resu l t ing  in  poor  pat ient  outcomes .  Understanding  how  genes  can  be
switched  on  and  of f  without  af fect ing  the i r  DNA  sequence  i s  paramount  fo r  the  deve lopment
of  new  ant i -cancer  therap ies .

 

To  ident i f y  epigenet ic  regulators  and  invest igate  the  molecular  mechanisms  behind  them ,

sc ient i s t s  per formed  loss -of - funct ion  fo rward  genet ics  screens .  They  used  the  CRISPR
inter fe rence  genome  edi t ing  technology  to  generate  a  l ib rary  capable  of  ta rget ing  1  046
genes  of  a l l  the  known  and  putat i ve  chromat in -assoc iated  prote ins .

 

Col lect i ve ly ,  the  work  by  NovLeuReg  a longs ide  technolog ica l  advancement  prov ides  nove l
knowledge  in  the  f ie ld  of  mal ignant  haematopoies i s .  The  ident i f icat ion  of  these  new
prote ins  that  contr ibute  to  AML  deve lopment  and  maintenance  sheds  new  l ight  in to  the
process  and  mechanism  under ly ing  l eukemogenes i s  and  unve i l s  nove l  therapeut ic  ta rgets .

 

Overa l l ,  the  revers ib le  nature  of  epigenet ic  marks  has  ra i sed  opt imism  fo r  the  deve lopment
of  new  therap ies  in  l eukaemia  by  pharmacolog ica l  inh ib i t ion  of  chromat in -modi fy ing
enzymes .  New  therap ies  are  much  needed  fo r  th i s  type  of  cancer  that  presents  with  high
morta l i t y  ra tes  and  no  uni f ied  t reatment .  Long - te rm ,  i t  wi l l  be  poss ib le  to  deve lop
persona l i sed  therap ies  fo r  AML  pat ients  fo l lowing  deta i led  molecular  analys i s  of  l eukemic
ce l l s . .
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FULL NEWS :    
RELATED VIDEO

 

EU-funded in Austria: a war on

childhood cancer

http://www.cde.ual.es/en/epigenetic-therapy-switching-off-your-own-cancer-genes/
http://www.cde.ual.es/eu-funded-in-austria-a-war-on-childhood-cancer/
http://www.cde.ual.es/eu-funded-in-austria-a-war-on-childhood-cancer/


NEWS  -  HEALTH

APRIL  2019  -  SALUD                                                                                                                                            PAG .8

As  with  most  cancer  operat ions ,  breast  conserv ing  surgery  a ims  to  complete ly  remove  cancer
wi th  c lear  surg ica l  margins  whi le  mainta in ing  the  natura l  shape  of  the  breast .  However ,  th i s  i s
not  a lways  poss ib le ,  lead ing  to  breast  deformity  and  res idua l  cancer  in  20 -30  % of  pat ients  who
requi re  reoperat ion  af ter  a  part ia l  mastectomy .  Apart  f rom  pat ient  dissat i s fact ion  th i s
contr ibutes  to  increased  heal th  care  costs  and  poorer  cosmet ic  resu l t s .

 

ONCOscanner  i s  an  innovat ive  so lut ion  that  enables  in t ra -operat i ve  recogni t ion  of  col lected
t i ssues  dur ing  surg ica l  removal  of  cancerous  breast  t i s sue .  As  the  coord inator  of  the  EU - funded
ONCOscanner  pro ject  Dr  Stanis law  Rogoz insk i  expla ins ,  “ the  ONCOscanner  probe  supports
surgeons  by  a l lowing  them  to  assess  margins  of  the  breast  cancer  t i s sue  dur ing  operat ion . ″
 

The  ONCOscanner  probe  has  the  capac i ty  to  ident i f y  cancerous  t i s sue  dur ing  surgery .  Through
the  die lect r ic  technique ,  i t  measures  the  elect r ic  conduct iv i ty  and  permeabi l i t y  of  normal  and
mal ignant  t i s sue .  Elect r ic  propert ies  are  lowest  in  fa t  t i s sue  and  high  in  cancerous  t i s sue ,

a l lowing  the  di f fe rent iat ion  between  heal thy  and  mal ignant  breast  t i s sue .

 

Important ly ,  the  ONCOscanner  probe  has  been  des igned  to  overcome  the  in f luence  of
components  with  high  elect r ica l  conduct iv i ty  such  as  blood ,  plasma  and  elect ro ly tes .  I t  can  be
used  repeatedly  dur ing  operat ion  without  the  need  of  i r rad iat ion  or  spec ia l  t ra in ing .  The  probe
has  a lso  been  va l idated  in  many  medica l  exper iments  and  demonst rated  abso lute  sa fety ,  very
h igh  sens i t i v i ty  (87  %)  and  spec i f ic i ty  (99  %) .

 

FULL NEWS:    

N ew  i n t r a o p e r a t i v e  p r o b e  f o r  b r e a s t  c a n c e r  t i s s u e

oncoscanner

RELATED VIDEO

 

ECIBC – European Commission Initiative

on Breast Cancer

RELATED DOCUMENT

http://www.cde.ual.es/en/new-intraoperative-probe-for-breast-cancer-tissue/
http://www.oncoscanner.com/
http://www.cde.ual.es/ecibc-european-commission-initiative-on-breast-cancer/
http://www.cde.ual.es/ecibc-european-commission-initiative-on-breast-cancer/
https://bit.ly/2IROqCY
https://bit.ly/2IROqCY


NEWS  -  HEALTH

I m m i n e n t  a n t i -m e t a s t a t i c  v a c c i n e  f o r  p r o s t a t e  c a n c e r

The  major i ty  of  prostate  cancer  pat ients  are  diagnosed  at  the  loca l i sed ,  pre -metastat ic
s tage  of  the  disease .  They  have  to  undergo  pr imary  tumour  exc i s ion  by  surgery  or
rad iotherapy  fo l lowed  by  act ive  monitor ing  to  ensure  cancer  re lapse  doesn ’ t  occur .  Despi te
the  f requent  inc idence  of  metastas i s  fo rmat ion ,  there  i s  cur rent ly  no  t reatment  ava i lab le
post -surgery  to  di rect ly  l imi t  micro -metastas i s  fo rmat ion .

 

Ava i lab le  t reatments  exhib i t  ser ious  s ide  ef fects ,  mainly  focus  on  l a ter  s tages  of  cancer
progress ion  and  a lmost  a lways  deve lop  res i s tance .  There  i s  an  urgent  need  fo r  therapeut ic
s t rateg ies  that  act  ear ly  on  in  prostate  cancer  before  cancer  returns  and  cancer  ce l l s  s tar t
to  spread ,  making  the  t reatment  fa r  more  di f f icu l t  and  expens ive .

 

So  fa r ,  the  vacc ine  has  been  tes ted  in  prostate  cancer  pat ients  af ter  remova l  of  the  pr imary
tumour  and  before  metastas i s  fo rmat ion  to  address  the  chal lenge  posed  by  the  high
inc idence  of  metastas i s  fo l lowing  pr imary  tumour  exc i s ion .  Resul ts  f rom  the  phase  I / I I
c l in ica l  t r ia l ,  which  invo lved  22  pat ients  af ter  prostatectomy ,  demonst rated  the  exce l lent
to lerab i l i t y  and  sa fety  of  RV001 .  Important ly ,  the  major i ty  (86  %)  of  pat ients  showed  a
s ign i f icant ly  pos i t i ve  immune  response .

 

RV001  holds  important  compet i t i ve  advantages  such  as  ta rget ing  a  s tage  of  the  disease
where  there  i s  cur rent ly  no  t reatment  ava i lab le  coupled  with  high  sa fety  and  cost -

ef fect i veness .  At  the  same  t ime ,  sc ient i s t s  are  conf ident  i t  wi l l  work  aga inst  mult ip le  types
of  metastat ic  cancer .

FULL  NEWS :  
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R E LAT E D

D O C U M E N T

RHOVAC

F I L E

http://www.cde.ual.es/en/imminent-anti-metastatic-vaccine-for-prostate-cancer/
https://bit.ly/2Hv7Lb4
https://www.rhovac.com/
https://www.rhovac.com/
https://bit.ly/2GF0ozo


NEWS  -  ROBOTIC  INNOVATION

M i n i  r o b o t s  t o  c r e a t e  p a t t e r n s  i n s p i r e d  by  n a t u r e

Sc ient i s t s  have  demonst rated  how  t iny
robot  swarms  could  be  programmed  l i ke
ce l l s  to  fo rm  shapes  together  by  re ly ing
on  in teract ions  with  the i r  neighbours .

 

Imagine  a  future  where  hundreds  or
thousands  of  t iny  robots  explore  the
scene  af ter  a  natura l  disaster .  Picture
yourse l f  being  operated  on  by  nano -s ized
robots  that  per form  an  in terna l  surgery .  I t
may  sound  l i ke  sc ience  f i c t ion ,  but  one
day  such  technology  could  be  ava i lab le
thanks  to  research  implement ing  the
bio log ica l  pr inc ip les  of  se l f -organisat ion
in  swarm  robot ics .

 

Supported  by  the  EU - funded  SWARM -

ORGAN  pro ject  sc ient i s t s  have  shown  how
hundreds  of  mini  robots  could  use  genet ic
and  ce l lu la r  mechanisms  govern ing  the
bio log ica l  ear ly  morphogenes i s .  The i r
resu l t s  were  publ i shed  recent ly  in  the
journa l   ‘Sc ience  Robot ics ’ .

FULL  NEWS :  
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The  ar t ic le  expla ins  the  concept :

“Morphogenes i s  a l lows  mil l ions  of  ce l l s  to
se l f -organize  in to  in t r icate  s t ructures
wi th  a  wide  var ie ty  of  funct iona l  shapes
dur ing  embryonic  deve lopment .  This
process  emerges  f rom  loca l  in teract ions
of  ce l l s  under  the  contro l  of  gene  c i rcu i t s
that  are  ident ica l  in  every  ce l l ,  robust  to
int r ins ic  noise ,  and  adaptable  to
changing  env i ronments . ”  As  noted  in  the
same  ar t ic le ,  these  att r ibutes  of fe r  “an
important  opportuni ty  in  swarm  robot ic
appl icat ions  ranging  f rom  const ruct ion
to  explorat ion . ”

http://www.cde.ual.es/en/mini-robots-to-create-patterns-inspired-by-nature/
https://www.swarm-organ.eu/
https://www.swarm-organ.eu/


NEWS  -AGRICULTURAL  POLICY

F a i r e r ,  s i m p l e r ,  m o r e  f l ex i b l e  E U  f a r m  p o l i cy

The  Agr icu l ture  Committee  approved  the  f i r s t  and  second  batch  of  proposa ls  to  improve
EU  fa rm  pol icy  so  that  i t  better  meets  fa rmers ’  and  consumers ’  expectat ions  af ter  2020 .

 

Member  s tates  should  cap  annual  di rect  payments  to  fa rmers  at  the  l eve l  of  € 100 .000 ,

but  they  could  a l low  fa rmers  to  deduct  50% of  agr icu l ture - re lated  sa la r ies  f rom  the  tota l
amount  before  the  reduct ion ,  MEPs  say .  They  a lso  want  to  channel  at  l east  5% of
nat iona l  di rect  payments  to  smal l  and  medium -s ized  fa rmers  through  a  spec ia l  per -ha
top -up .

 

MEPs  want  to  dedicate  at  l east  30% of  the  rura l  deve lopment  budget  to  env i ronmenta l
and  c l imate - re lated  measures  and  not  l ess  than  20% of  di rect  payments  to  eco -schemes .

These  vo luntary  eco -schemes  should  support  not  only  the  env i ronment ,  but  a lso  animal
wel fa re .

 

The  text  approved  by  Agr icu l ture  Committee  MEPs  has  to  be  scrut in i sed  by  the
Par l iament  as  a  whole .  This  can  happen  only  af ter  the  23 -26  May  European  e lect ions .  The
Conference  of  Pres idents  (EP  pres ident  and  l eaders  of  pol i t ica l  groups )  may  dec ide   then
to  fo rward  the  text  to  the  fu l l  House .  Otherwise ,  the  new  Agr icu l ture  Committee  wi l l
have  to  look  in to  the  matter  aga in .

 

FULL  NEWS :  

R E LAT E D  D O C U M E N T

APRIL  2019  -  AGRICULTURAL  POLICY                                                                                             PAG .  1 1

http://www.cde.ual.es/en/fairer-simpler-more-flexible-eu-farm-policy/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/617501/IPOL_STU(2018)617501_EN.pdf


E u r o p e a n  S o c i a l  I n n o v a t i o n  C o m p e t i t i o n  2019

R e g i o S t a r s  Awa r d s  2019

CALLS  AND  AWARDS

Launched  by  the  European  Commiss ion ,  the  RegioStars  Awards  2019  a im  to  ident i f y
good  pract ice  in  reg iona l  deve lopment  and  to  highl ight  or ig ina l  and  innovat ive  pro jects
that  could  be  an  insp i rat ion  to  other  reg ions .

 

Pro ject  managers  (publ ic  or  pr ivate )  f rom  a l l  European  reg ions ,  i f  the i r  pro ject  has
rece ived  support  f rom  the  European  Regiona l  Development  Fund ,  the  Cohes ion  Fund ,

the  European  Soc ia l  Fund  or  a  pro ject  which  has  rece ived  EU  funding  under  In ter reg
IPA -CBC  or  In ter reg  ENI -CBC  programmes ,  af ter  1  January  2007 .

 

Deadl ine :  9  May  2019 ,  midnight  CET .

The  European  Commiss ion  has  l aunched  the  European  Soc ia l  Innovat ion  Compet i t ion  in
memory  of  Diogo  Vasconcelos .

Based  on  the  theme  "Chal lenging  plast ic  waste " ,  the  2019  edi t ion  ca l l s  fo r  ideas  and
pro jects  that  reduce  plast ic  waste  and  l i t te r ing  through  changing  and  improv ing
ex i s t ing  processes  or  through  in t roduc ing  brand -new  products  and  in i t ia t i ves .

 

The  compet i t ion  i s  open  to  ind iv idua ls ,  groups  and  organisat ions  across  the  European
Union  and  in  countr ies  part ic ipat ing   in  the  Hor izon  2020  programme .

FURTHER  INFORMATION : WEB SITE

WEB SITE
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FURTHER  INFORMATION :

https://programmes.eurodesk.eu/participating#64444
https://programmes.eurodesk.eu/participating#79403
https://programmes.eurodesk.eu/participating#64444
https://programmes.eurodesk.eu/participating#79403
https://programmes.eurodesk.eu/participating#79403
https://programmes.eurodesk.eu/participating#64444


E YA  –  j o i n  t h e  m o v e m e n t !

CALLS  AND  AWARDS

The  European  Youth  Award  (EYA )  se lects  and  promotes  the  best  innovat ive
European  s tudents ,  soc ia l  entrepreneurs ,  emerg ing  companies ,  des igners ,

producers ,  appl icat ion  deve lopers ,  journa l i s t s  and  wri ters ,  who  create  dig i ta l
pro jects  with  an  impact  on  soc iety  that  address  the  object i ves  def ined  by  the
Counci l  of  Europe ,  Europe  2020  and  the  Susta inable  Development  Goals  (SDGs )  of
the  United  Nat ions .

 

Innovat ive  s tudents  and  young  people  under  33  years  old  (born  as  of  January  1 ,

1986 )  or  l i v ing  in  one  of  the  member  s tates  of  the  Counci l  of  Europe  or  Union  fo r
the  Mediter ranean ,  Belarus ,  Kosovo  or  Syr ia .

The  pro ject  i s  l ed  by  the  French  univers i ty  Toulouse  I I I  Paul  Sabat ie r  and  has  a  tota l  of  8
partners  f rom  France ,  Spain  and  Portuga l .  In  addi t ion  to  CTA ,  there  are  3  other  Spanish
partners :  the  Foundat ion  fo r  Energy  and  Env i ronmenta l  Susta inabi l i t y  (Funseam ) ,  the
Poly technic  Univers i ty  of  Madr id  (UPM )  and  the  Energy  Resources  and  Consumpt ion
Research  Center  Foundat ion  (CIRCE ) .

 

The  object i ve  of  the  pro ject  (36  months )  i s  to  generate  synerg ies  between  companies ,

l aborator ies  and  technolog ica l  in f ras t ructures  at  the  serv ice  of  companies  in  the  three
countr ies ,  in  order  to  create  innovat ions  in  the  f ie ld  of  energy  ef f ic iency .

FURTHER  INFORMATION :

WEB SITE

WEB SITE

p r o j e c t  T r@n s e n e r  ( I n t e r r e g -S u d o e )
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FURTHER  INFORMATION :

https://eu-youthaward.org/
https://www.corporaciontecnologica.com/es/area-internacional/proyectos-europeos/transener/#sections-tab-2
https://www.corporaciontecnologica.com/es/area-internacional/proyectos-europeos/transener/#sections-tab-2
https://eu-youthaward.org/
https://www.corporaciontecnologica.com/es/area-internacional/proyectos-europeos/transener/#sections-tab-2
https://eu-youthaward.org/
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S u s t a i n a b ly  Y o u r s  p h o t o  c o m p e t i t i o n

T h e  E u r o p e a n  C a p i t a l  o f  I n n o v a t i o n  ( i C a p i t a l )
Awa r d

CALLS  AND  AWARDS

Launched  by  the  European  Env i ronment  Agency ,  the  photo  contest  "Susta inably  Yours "

inv i tes  the  c i t i zens  of  the  member  countr ies  and  the  cooperat ing  countr ies  of  the
Western  Balkans ,  f rom  the  age  of  18 ,  to  re f lect  on  the  env i ronmenta l  and  c l imat ic
impact  of  the  food ,  energy  and  mobi l i t y .

 

Part ic ipants  can  send  photographs  that  represent  any  of  the  fo l lowing  three
categor ies :  Susta inable  food ;  Susta inable  energy ;  Susta inable  mobi l i t y

WEB SITE

WEB SITE

This  i s  an  annual  cash  pr ize  awarded  to  the  European  c i ty  that  i s  able  to  demonst rate  i t s
ab i l i t y  to  take  advantage  of  innovat ion  to  improve  the  l i ves  of  i t s  c i t i zens .

 

The  f i r s t  pr ize  wi l l  be  1  mil l ion  euros  to  the  c i ty  named  European  Capi ta l  of  Innovat ion  of
the  year ,  €  100 ,000  to  each  of  the  f i ve  c i t ies  runners -up .  I t  a lso  recognizes  severa l  f ina l i s t
c i t ies  espec ia l l y  recognized  fo r  the i r  ef for ts  in  promot ing  innovat ion .

FURTHER  INFORMATION :

FURTHER  INFORMATION :

https://www.eea.europa.eu/about-us/competitions/sustainably-yours-photo-competition/sustainably-yours-photo-competition
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/prizes/icapital_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/prizes/icapital_en
https://www.eea.europa.eu/about-us/competitions/sustainably-yours-photo-competition/sustainably-yours-photo-competition
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/prizes/icapital_en
https://www.eea.europa.eu/about-us/competitions/sustainably-yours-photo-competition/sustainably-yours-photo-competition


W T O  E s s ay  Awa r d  f o r  Y o u n g  E c o n o m i s t s

T h e  J a m e s  Dys o n  Awa r d  2019

CALLS  AND  AWARDS

The  World  Trade  Organisat ion  has  l aunched  the  2019  Essay  Award  fo r  Young
Economists  a iming  at  promot ing  high -qual i ty  research  on  t rade  pol icy  and
internat iona l  t rade  co -operat ion  among  young  economists  and  to  re in force  the
re lat ionsh ip  between  the  WTO  and  the  academic  community .

 

Appl icants  must  have  or  be  engaged  in  the  complet ion  of  a  PhD  degree  and ,  i f  over
30  years  of  age ,  be  no  more  than  two  years  past  a  PhD  defense .

In  the  case  of  a  co -authored  paper ,  th i s  requi rement  sha l l  apply  to  a l l  authors .

They  wi l l  have  to  wri te  an  essay  of  maximum  15 ,000  words  address ing  the  i s sues
re lated  to  t rade  pol icy  and  in ternat iona l  t rade  co -operat ion .

 

The  winner  author  wi l l  get  a  pr ize  of  CHF  5 ,000  and  have  the  essay  publ i shed  in  the
WTO  Work ing  Paper  Ser ies .

WEB SITE

WEB SITE

The  James  Dyson  Award  i s  an  in ternat iona l  s tudent  des ign  award  running
in  26  countr ies .  I t  i s  run  by  the  James  Dyson  Foundat ion ,  James  Dyson ’s  char i tab le
t rust ,  as  part  of  i t s  miss ion  to  encourage  the  next  generat ion  of  des ign  engineers  to
be  creat ive ,  chal lenge  and  invent .

 

The  a im  of  the  award  i s  to  support  cur rent  and  recent  graduates  of  des ign  or
engineer ing  who  have  a  problem -so lv ing  idea .
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FURTHER  INFORMATION :

FURTHER  INFORMATION :

https://programmes.eurodesk.eu/participating#64399
https://programmes.eurodesk.eu/participating#64123
https://programmes.eurodesk.eu/participating#64123
https://programmes.eurodesk.eu/participating#64399
https://programmes.eurodesk.eu/participating#64123
https://programmes.eurodesk.eu/participating#64399
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E U  T R A D E  I N  A G R I C U L T U R A L  G O O D S :  €  2 7 5  B I L L I O N

CLICK HERE

Energy for transport: 7.6%

from renewable sources

CLICK  HERE
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SDGs & me: Industry, Innovation

and infrastructure

CLICK HERE

plantation area is

concentrated in Sp, It and Pl

CLICK HERE

STAT IST ICS

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/-/DDN-20190423-1?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Feurostat%2Fweb%2Fmain%2Fhome
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/-/DDN-20190423-1?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Feurostat%2Fweb%2Fmain%2Fhome
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/product/-/asset_publisher/c2r9i0eawvMY/content/DDN-20190222-1?inheritRedirect=false&redirect=https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/product%3Fp_p_id%3D101_INSTANCE_c2r9i0eawvMY%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-1%26p_p_col_count%3D1
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/product/-/asset_publisher/c2r9i0eawvMY/content/DDN-20190222-1?inheritRedirect=false&redirect=https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/product%3Fp_p_id%3D101_INSTANCE_c2r9i0eawvMY%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-1%26p_p_col_count%3D1
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/product/-/asset_publisher/c2r9i0eawvMY/content/DDN-20190222-1?inheritRedirect=false&redirect=https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/product%3Fp_p_id%3D101_INSTANCE_c2r9i0eawvMY%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-1%26p_p_col_count%3D1
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/product/-/asset_publisher/c2r9i0eawvMY/content/DDN-20190222-1?inheritRedirect=false&redirect=https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/product%3Fp_p_id%3D101_INSTANCE_c2r9i0eawvMY%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-1%26p_p_col_count%3D1
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/-/DDN-20190423-1?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Feurostat%2Fweb%2Fmain%2Fhome
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/interactive_tools/contaminants-in-food-chain_17/contaminants-in-food-chain_17.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/product/-/asset_publisher/c2r9i0eawvMY/content/DDN-20190226-1?inheritRedirect=false&redirect=https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/product%3Fp_p_id%3D101_INSTANCE_c2r9i0eawvMY%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-1%26p_p_col_count%3D1
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/product/-/asset_publisher/c2r9i0eawvMY/content/DDN-20190304-1?inheritRedirect=false&redirect=https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/product%3Fp_p_id%3D101_INSTANCE_c2r9i0eawvMY%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-1%26p_p_col_count%3D1
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/product/-/asset_publisher/c2r9i0eawvMY/content/WDN-20190220-1?inheritRedirect=false&redirect=https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/product%3Fp_p_id%3D101_INSTANCE_c2r9i0eawvMY%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-1%26p_p_col_count%3D1
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/product/-/asset_publisher/c2r9i0eawvMY/content/WDN-20190220-1?inheritRedirect=false&redirect=https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/product%3Fp_p_id%3D101_INSTANCE_c2r9i0eawvMY%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-1%26p_p_col_count%3D1
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/product/-/asset_publisher/c2r9i0eawvMY/content/WDN-20190220-1?inheritRedirect=false&redirect=https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/product%3Fp_p_id%3D101_INSTANCE_c2r9i0eawvMY%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-1%26p_p_col_count%3D1
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/2995521/9603938/5-21022019-AP-EN/826b6eac-e1ce-43d2-816e-062b0be9859f
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/2995521/9603938/5-21022019-AP-EN/826b6eac-e1ce-43d2-816e-062b0be9859f
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/2995521/9603938/5-21022019-AP-EN/826b6eac-e1ce-43d2-816e-062b0be9859f
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DOCUMENTATION

THE  EU  FISH  MARKET

THE  EU  FISHING  FLEET

THE  EU  FISH  PROCESSING  INDUSTRY

SUMMARY: “The EU fish market” aims at providing an economic description of the whole
European fisheries and aquaculture industry.
PUBLICATION DATE: 27-03-2018
AUTHOR: Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (European Commission)
ISBN / ISSN: 978-92-79-66561-5 / 2363-4111
LINK: 
KEY WORDS: aquaculture , consumer , EU market , fish , fisheries policy , fishery
product , regulation (EU) , supply

SUMMARY: This paper provides additional insight on recent trends in economic performance of
the EU fleet and the potential drivers behind them, with supplementary analyses by main fishing
region and type of fishing activity.
PUBLICATION DATE: 13-03-2019
AUTHOR: Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (European Commission) , Joint
Research Centre (European Commission)
ISBN / ISSN: 978-92-79-98379-5 / 2529-2986
LINK: 
KEY WORDS: common fisheries policy , Community fisheries , economic analysis , economic
indicator , economic situation , EU Member State , fishing fleet , fishing statistics , short-term
economic prospects

SUMMARY: In broad terms, the fishing industry can be divided into harvesting (from either
captures in wild fisheries or fish farms), commercialisation and the fish processing industry. The
latter is an important contributor to the blue economy because it can add significant value to the
raw fish and is a central source of employment, particularly for women.
PUBLICATION DATE: 27-02-2019
AUTHOR: Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (European Commission)
ISBN / ISSN: 978-92-79-94157-3 / 2599-8307
LINK: 
KEY WORDS: economic analysis , EU Member State , fish , fish product , meat processing
industry

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

https://bit.ly/2G6D9Px
https://bit.ly/2Yc8EPb
https://bit.ly/2UhX56Q
https://bit.ly/2IPdPAi
https://bit.ly/2Yc8EPb
https://bit.ly/2UhX56Q
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DOCUMENTATION

A  CIRCULAR  ECONOMY  FOR  PLASTICS

ACCELERATING  THE  TRANSIT ION  TO  THE  CIRCULAR  ECONOMY

SUMMARY: The current plastics system demands fundamental change in which research and
innovation, enabled and reinforced by policymaking, play a crucial role. Moving towards a circular
economy, we can harness the benefits of plastics, while achieving better economic,
environmental and social outcomes.
PUBLICATION DATE: 27-02-2019
AUTHOR: Directorate-General for Research and Innovation (European Commission)
ISBN / ISSN: 978-92-79-98429-7
LINK:
KEY WORDS: circular economy , environmental impact , environmental
protection , financing , health risk , innovation , packaging , plastics , pollution control
measures , report , research and development , sustainable development , waste
management , waste recycling
 

SUMMARY: The transition to a circular economy is at an early stage in the EU. Regulations,
markets, investment tools and practices, including financial risk assessment, are adjusted to
linear models. Externalities linked to linear business models are largely not taken into account.
PUBLICATION DATE: 12-03-2019
AUTHOR: Directorate-General for Research and Innovation (European Commission)
ISBN / ISSN: 978-92-79-99324-4
LINK: 
KEY WORDS: business model , circular economy , consumer behaviour , financial
risk , financing , financing method , tax incentive

CLICK HERE

SUMMARY: This report was prepared to support the preparation of an Opinion of the Committee
of the Regions on the European Strategy for Plastics in a Circular Economy prepared by the
Commission and adopted in January 2018.
PUBLICATION DATE: 15-06-2018
AUTHOR: European Committee of the Regions
ISBN / ISSN: 978-92-895-0964-0
LINK: 
KEY WORDS: environmental impact , environmental law , environmental protection , EU
regional policy , local authority , packaging , plastics , pollution control measures , regional
authority , sustainable development , waste management , waste recycling

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

A  EUROPEAN  STRATEGY  FOR  PLASTICS  IN  THE  CIRCULAR

ECONOMY  LOCAL  AND  REGIONAL  DIMENSION :  STUDY

https://bit.ly/2Uzzqij
https://bit.ly/2SGkZXZ
https://bit.ly/2SGkZXZ
https://bit.ly/2yn3nvd
https://bit.ly/2Uzzqij
https://bit.ly/2yn3nvd


a g r i c u l t u r e

APRIL  2019                                                                                                                                                                   PAG  19      

DOCUMENTATION

AGRICULTURAL  POLICY  DEVELOPMENTS  AND  EU

APPROXIMATION  PROCESS  IN  THE  WESTERN  BALKAN  COUNTRIES

ORGANIC  FARMING

THE  CONTRIBUTION  OF  PRECIS ION  AGRICULTURE  TECHNOLOGIES

TO  FARM  PRODUCTIVITY  AND  THE  MITIGATION  OF  GREENHOUSE

GAS  EMISSIONS  IN  THE  EU

SUMMARY: This report provides an analysis of agricultural policy developments and the EU
approximation process in the Western Balkan area. The report concludes that in WB
countries/territories, agriculture is an important sector for the national economies, but with a
declining tendency.
PUBLICATION DATE: 06-03-2019
AUTHOR: Joint Research Centre (European Commission)
ISBN / ISSN: 978-92-79-98107-4 / 1831-9424
LINK: 
KEY WORDS: agricultural policy , aid to agriculture , budget , cooperation policy , European
Union , quantitative analysis , research report , rural development , Western Balkans

SUMMARRY: This publication is an informative document intended for organic farmers,
processors and retailers. It aims at presenting support measures under the common agricultural
policy and within the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund in favour of organic producers and
gives an overview and useful references on the rules applicable to organic production,
processing and trade, including the rules applying to conversion.
PUBLICATION DATE: 20-03-2019
AUTHOR:  Directorate-General for Agriculture and Rural Development (European Commission)
ISBN / ISSN: 978-92-79-39199-6 
LINK: 
KEY WORDS: aquaculture , common agricultural policy , common fisheries policy , ecological
balance , guide , labelling , organic farming , organic product , quality control of agricultural
products , regulation of agricultural production , rural development

SUMMARY: Agriculture in the EU has to cope with global challenges such as climate change
mitigation and making farming more efficient. 
PUBLICATION DATE: 27-02-2019
AUTHOR:  Joint Research Centre (European Commission)
ISBN / ISSN: 978-92-79-92834-5 / 1831-9424
LINK: 
KEY WORDS: agricultural productivity , European Union , farming sector , greenhouse
gas , means of agricultural production , reduction of gas emissions , research report

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

https://bit.ly/2VKB1Cg
https://bit.ly/2GMKHWH
https://bit.ly/2H6F6xe
https://bit.ly/2VKB1Cg
https://bit.ly/2GMKHWH
https://bit.ly/2H6F6xe
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DOCUMENTATION

ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  ASSESSMENTS  OF  INNOVATIVE  BIO -

BASED  PRODUCT

GUIDELINES  ON  POSIT IVE  ENVIRONMENTAL  IN IT IATIVES  TO

BE  TAKEN  BY  THE  FISHING  SECTOR

SUMMARY: The biologically based sector is among the most prosperous sectors of the
European bioeconomy. Industry players in this sector use biological resources to create
innovative, greener value-added products.
PUBLICATION DATE: 25-02-2019
AUTHOR: Directorate-General for Research and Innovation (European Commission)
ISBN / ISSN: 978-92-79-98485-3
LINK: 
KEY WORDS:  Climatev change, biodiversity , ecological footprint , environmental
impact , eutrophication , fossil fuel , greenhouse gas , innovation , packaging product , petroleum
product , plastics , reduction of gas emissions , supply , sustainable development , toxic
substance

SUMMARY: Conservation policy environment and health
PUBLICATION DATE: 20-02-2019
AUTHOR: Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (European Commission)
LINK: 
KEY WORDS: common fisheries policy , data collection , environmental
impact , environmental monitoring , environmental protection , fishing industry , public
awareness campaign , waste management

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

SUMMARY: The product environmental footprint (PEF) is a life cycle assessment (LCA)
based method to quantify the environmental impacts of products (goods or services). It builds
on existing approaches and international standards.
PUBLICATION DATE: 11-03-2019
AUTHOR:  Joint Research Centre (European Commission)
ISBN / ISSN: 978-92-76-00654-1 / 1831-9424
LINK: 
KEY WORDS:  eco-label , ecological footprint , energy efficiency , environmental
economics , environmental impact , EU environmental policy , product life , reduction of gas
emissions , research report , waste management

SUGGESTIONS  FOR  UPDATING  THE  ORGANISATION

ENVIRONMENTAL  FOOTPRINT  (OEF )  METHOD

https://bit.ly/2GPcbwa
https://bit.ly/2TsASWl
https://bit.ly/2TsASWl
https://bit.ly/2TvHuEh
https://bit.ly/2GPcbwa
https://bit.ly/2TvHuEh
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DOCUMENTATION

INVASIVE  ALIEN  SPECIES  OF  EU  CONCERN

LIFE  IMPROVING  NATURE

THE  EU  NATURE  DIRECTIVES

SUMMARY: This brochure presents at a glance the currently listed invasive alien species of
Union concern, offering brief, non-technical and informal summaries of their origin, their present
distribution in the EU, how they threaten our native biodiversity, and how the applicable
restrictions and obligations will help mitigate their negative impacts.
PUBLICATION DATE: 11-03-2019
AUTHOR: Directorate-General for Environment (European Commission)
ISBN / ISSN: 978-92-79-70168-9 
LINK: 
KEY WORDS: biodiversity , conservation of resources , ecology , ecosystem , environmental
protection , EU environmental policy , European Union , invasive species , protected
species , protection of animal life , protection of plant life , regulation (EU)

SUMMARY: El programa LIFE es el instrumento de financiación de la UE para el medio ambiente
y la acción climática. Período 2014-2020. Financiación de la UE disponible de aproximadamente
€ 3,46 billones. Asignación de fondos De los € 3,46 billones asignados a LIFE, € 2,59 billones
corresponden al subprograma de Medio Ambiente, € 0,86 mil millones son para el subprograma
de Acción Climática.
PUBLICATION DATE: 04-02-2019
AUTHOR: Dirección General de Medio Ambiente (Comisión Europea)
ISBN / ISSN: 978-92-79-98410-5 / 2314-9329
LINK: 
KEY WORDS: biodiversidad , instrumento económico medioambiental , programa de la
UE , protección de la fauna , protección de la flora , protección del medio ambiente , proyecto de
interés común , reserva natural

SUMMARY: THE EU birds and habitats directives – the EU nature directives – lie at the heart of
the EU’s biodiversity strategy. They aim to protect the EU’s most vulnerable habitat types and
species both on land and at sea. Through the Directives an EU-wide Natura 2000 network of
protected sites has been created spanning 28 EU Member States.Certain marine species are
also protected across their entire range, both inside and outside Natura 2000.
PUBLICATION DATE: 05-04-2019
AUTHOR: Directorate-General for Environment (European Commission)
ISBN / ISSN: 978-92-76-01766-0
LINK: 
KEY WORDS: biodiversity , bird , coastal protection , directive (EU) , EU
programme , habitat , marine ecosystem , protected species , protection of animal life

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

https://bit.ly/2WqcNxm
https://bit.ly/2Dp8USa
https://bit.ly/2G9Pul5
https://bit.ly/2WqcNxm
https://bit.ly/2Dp8USa
https://bit.ly/2G9Pul5
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DOCUMENTATION

BIO -BASED  PRODUCTS

THE  POTENTIAL  ROLE  OF  H2  PRODUCTION  IN  A  SUSTAINABLE

FUTURE  POWER  SYSTEM

STRATEGIC  GREEN  INFRASTRUCTURE  AND  ECOSYSTEM

RESTORATION

SUMMARY: The bio-based sector is amongst the most thriving sectors in the European
bioeconomy. Industry players in this sector use biological resources (including residues and
waste) to make innovative greener value added products.
PUBLICATION DATE: 13-02-2019
AUTHOR: Directorate-General for Research and Innovation (European Commission)
ISBN / ISSN: 978-92-79-98486-0 
LINK: 
KEY WORDS: biomass , ecology , environmental impact , environmental industry , industrial
policy , innovation , market , multinational force , plastics , product life , report , sustainable
development

SUMMARY: The power system is dimensioned in order to provide adequate electricity to a fleet
of electrolysers, whose purpose is to produce hydrogen at quantities adequate to supply
industrial processes and transport.
PUBLICATION DATE: 26-03-2019
AUTHOR: Joint Research Centre (European Commission)
ISBN / ISSN: 978-92-76-00820-0 / 1831-9424
LINK: 
KEY WORDS: electrical energy , energy policy , energy production , energy research , energy
technology , greenhouse gas , hydrogen production , reduction of gas emissions , renewable
energy , research method , research report

SUMMARY: This report draws on a range of European-wide datasets, geospatial methods, and
tools available for green infrastructure (GI) mapping.
PUBLICATION DATE: 27-02-2019
AUTHOR: Joint Research Centre (European Commission)
ISBN / ISSN: 978-92-79-97294-2 / 1831-9424
LINK: 
KEY WORDS: biodiversity , environmental economics , environmental policy , green
area , priority region , quality of the environment , research report , terrestrial
ecosystem , town , urban area , urban infrastructure

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

https://bit.ly/2X2C4ib
https://bit.ly/2Os0wWp
https://bit.ly/2HeVuv0
https://bit.ly/2X2C4ib
https://bit.ly/2Os0wWp
https://bit.ly/2HeVuv0
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DOCUMENTATION

COMMUNICATING  EFFECTIVELY

DIGITAL  TRANSFORMATION  SCOREBOARD  2018

STATEMENT  ON  ARTIF IC IAL  INTELL IGENCE ,  ROBOTICS  AND

‘AUTONOMOUS ’  SYSTEMS

SUMMARY: Created in 2016, the European Platform tackling undeclared work aims to: -
enhance knowledge sharing and cooperation among national authorities and others involved in
tackling undeclared work; - help Member States to deal better with undeclared work; - increase
public awareness of undeclared work.
PUBLICATION DATE: 21-03-2019
AUTHOR: Directorate-General for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion (European
Commission)
ISBN / ISSN: 978-92-76-00176-8
LINK: 
KEY WORDS: dissemination of information , employment structure , EU Member State , family
worker , guide , Internet , labour market , military intervention , moonlighting , research
method , self-employment

SUMMARY: Digital technologies have created new markets and unprecedented business
opportunities. They will open new ways for companies to integrate their customers´ needs and
preferences into their development and production processes, help them to enhance quality and
avoid faults in their production processes and create transparency and flexibility across entire
process chains.
PUBLICATION DATE: 26-03-2019
AUTHOR: Executive Agency for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (European Commission)
ISBN / ISSN: 978-92-9202-353-9 
LINK: 
KEY WORDS: aid to undertakings , company modernisation , digital technology , economic
growth , European undertaking , European Union , production , research and
development , services company

SUMMARY: Advances in AI, robotics and so-called ‘autonomous’ technologies have ushered in
a range of increasingly urgent and complex moral questions. Current efforts to find answers to
the ethical, societal and legal challenges that they pose and to orient them for the common good
represent a patchwork of disparate initiatives.
PUBLICATION DATE: 08-04-2019
AUTHOR: Directorate-General for Research and Innovation (European Commission) , European
Group on Ethics in Science and New Technologies (European Commission)
ISBN / ISSN: 978-92-79-80329-1 
LINK: 
KEY WORDS: artificial intelligence , automation , cybernetics , ethics , impact of information
technology , innovation , new technology , robotics

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

https://bit.ly/2YrYtWV
https://bit.ly/2CE8x66
https://bit.ly/2CE8x66
https://bit.ly/2UJjiy2
https://bit.ly/2YrYtWV
https://bit.ly/2UJjiy2
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DOCUMENTATION

ERA  PROGRESS  REPORT  2018

INNOVATION  INVESTMENT  IN  CENTRAL ,  EASTERN  AND  SOUTH -

EASTERN  EUROPE

INTEGRATION  OF  SOCIAL  SCIENCES  AND  HUMANITIES  IN

HORIZON  2020

SUMMARY: The 2018 ERA Progress Report assesses the current state of the European
Research Area (ERA) and the progress made on ERA implementation in 2016-2018.
PUBLICATION DATE: 18-02-2019
AUTHOR: Directorate-General for Research and Innovation (European Commission)
ISBN / ISSN: 978-92-79-99188-2 / 2315-2141
LINK: 
KEY WORDS: activity report , EU Member State , EU research policy , innovation , organisation
of research , research and development , research policy , research programme

SUMMARY: Monitoring the development of SSH as a cross cutting issue is a commitment
made under the Horizon 2020 Programme.
PUBLICATION DATE: 14-02-2019
AUTHOR: Directorate-General for Research and Innovation (European Commission)
ISBN / ISSN: 978-92-79-98977-3
LINK: 
KEY WORDS: budget , business policy , EU programme , innovation , report , research and
development , research policy , social impact , social sciences , technology

SUMMARY: Building on firm-level data from EIBIS, this paper analyses innovation performance
and financing in the countries of Central, Eastern and South-Eastern Europe.
PUBLICATION DATE: 25-03-2019
AUTHOR: European Investment Bank
ISBN / ISSN: 978-92-861-3842-3
LINK: 
KEY WORDS: applied research , business policy , Central and Eastern Europe , digital
technology , EU financial instrument , European Investment
Bank , financing , innovation , investment , research and development

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

https://bit.ly/2TvvcXL
https://bit.ly/2tuE1X3
https://bit.ly/2tP2lDu
https://bit.ly/2TvvcXL
https://bit.ly/2tP2lDu
https://bit.ly/2tuE1X3
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What  i s  the  European  Union  doing  to  enable  both  i t s  c i t i zens
and  i t s  indust ry  to  take  advantage  of  the  fu l l  potent ia l  of  the
Internet  of  Things ?  IoT  makes  our  soc iet ies  more  connected
and  more  res i s tant ,  our  dai l y  l i fe  i s  eas ie r  and  our  economy
more  in te l l igent .

pol icy  makers  and  sc ient i s t s  need  each  other  to  des ign

so lut ions  fo r  the  chal lenges  of  our  t ime .  This  i s  the  reason  why ,

every  year ,  we  gather  them  fo r  the  event  "Sc ience  jo ins  the

par l iaments "  in  Brusse l s .

The  fa l s i f i cat ion  of  medic ines  has  been  a  ser ious  threat  to
publ ic  heal th  in  the  EU  fo r  too  long .  As  of  February  9 ,  2019 ,  new
standards  began  to  be  appl ied  on  the  sa fety  features  of
prescr ipt ion  drugs  so ld  in  the  EU .

Get  more  in format ion  about  NPC  networks  in  the  EU  and
beyond !  Connect  with  the  NCP  partners  and  discover  the
opportuni t ies  that  Hor izon  2020  of fers  the  wor ld .

MAGAZINES  Y  MEDIA  COLLECTION

Falsified medicines: new rules to enhance

patients’ safety

Internet of Things and the EU: Join

the new era

Plastic bags: breaking the habit

Horizon 2020 NCPs – Open to the world

Science Meets Parliaments 2019

Every  minute  190 ,000  plast ic  bags  are  used  throughout  Europe .

The  EU  i s  act ing  to  reduce  i t s  consumpt ion  and  i t s  support  i s
needed .

http://www.cde.ual.es/plastic-bags-breaking-the-habit/
http://www.cde.ual.es/science-meets-parliaments-2019/
http://www.cde.ual.es/falsified-medicines-new-rules-to-enhance-patients-safety/
http://www.cde.ual.es/internet-of-things-and-the-eu-join-the-new-era/
http://www.cde.ual.es/horizon-2020-ncps-open-to-the-world/
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We  present  the  l a test  i s sues  of  the  Journa ls  publ i shed  by  the  European
Union  and  other  ins t i tut ions  such  as  the  Junta  de  Andaluc ía .

RURAL

CONNECTIONS

PV  STATUS  REPORT

2018

FOSSIL  CO2

EMISSIONS  OF  ALL

WORLD  COUNTRIES

CORDIS  RESULTS

PACK  ON  SEAFOOD

MAGAZINES  AND  MEDIA  COLLECTION

RESEARCH *EU

RESULTS

MAGAZINE  N °  80

RESEARCH *EU

RESULTS

MAGAZINE  N °  81

HORIZON

MAGAZINE  SPECIAL

ISSUE  2019

CORDIS  RESULTS

PACK  ON  OCEAN

PLASTICS

https://bit.ly/2HHKqav
https://bit.ly/2CchJOQ
https://bit.ly/2ElqgAu
https://bit.ly/2XLoL6b
https://bit.ly/2rCltmN
http://www.cde.ual.es/ficha/rural-connections-the-european-rural-development-magazine-spring-summer-2018/
https://bit.ly/2HxwdfJ
https://bit.ly/2CMJduy
https://bit.ly/2Xxmrie
https://bit.ly/2VUq0i2


D I D  Y O U  F  I N D  T H I S
I N F O R M A T  I O N  U S E F U L ?

                CDE@UAL .ES

INFORMATIVE  BULLETIN

WE  WANT  TO  KNOW  YOUR  OPINION :

https://www.facebook.com/cdeuniversidadalmeria/?notif_id=1526470091294564&notif_t=page_fan
https://twitter.com/cdeualmeria
http://www.cde.ual.es/
http://www.cde.ual.es/



